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 Transplanted trochus from Fiji to Tonga

By Bob Gillett 

In the Pacific Islands region, the 
natural distribution of trochus 
is limited to a line between Yap 
Island in Micronesia and Wallis 
Island in western Polynesia. 
During the past 70 years there 
have been numerous attempts 
to introduce trochus to new 
areas. Starting with work by 
the Japanese in the western 
Caroline Islands in the 1920s, 
at least 70 transplantations 
have taken place between 
Pacific Island countries. 

Between August 1992 and 
January 1995 about 2,300 tro-
chus were transferred from 
the Lau Group in Fiji to vari-
ous islands in Tonga (Table 1). 
A visit to the handicraft mar-
ket in Nuku’alofa in October 
2009 revealed that a substantial 
number of handicrafts were 
made from the progeny of the 
transplanted trochus.

Table 1. Summary of the Fiji to Tonga trochus transplants.

August 1992 Fiji to Tonga 
(Vava’u)

545 shells collected from Lakeba Island, 
Lau Group and fl own by commercial 
aircraft to Tongatapu. 250 of these 
were fl own to Vava’u and placed on 
the reef west of Tapana Island. In early 
1998, several juveniles were found by 
the Fisheries Depart and by the Japan 
International Cooperative Agency (JICA) 
near the Pangaimotu causeway. An 
additional 384 shells were transferred 
from Tongatapu to Vava’u in July 1998.

May 1994 Fiji to Tonga 
(Tongatapu)

1,172 shells were collected from Lakeba 
Island. 1,070 of these were delivered 
live to Tongatapu. The majority were 
eventually placed on a reef in northwest 
Tongatapu; some juveniles reported by 
JICA in mid-1998.

January 1995 Fiji to Tonga 
(Ha’apai)

594 shells were collected at Lakeba 
Island and transplanted to Uoleva Island, 
Ha’apai. An additional 350 shells were 
transferred from Tongatapu to Uoleva in 
July 1998.

Handicrafts made from transplanted trochus, 
and sold at Nuku’alofa market, Tonga.


