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  A new diploma in aquaculture at the Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology

Programme introduction

The New Zealand-based 
Nelson Marlborough Institute 
of Technology (NMIT) has 
developed a new Diploma in 
Aquaculture in consultation 
with Dr Mark Burdass from 
Sparsholt College in the United 
Kingdom, which will be 
delivered as an industry-based, 
highly applied programme. 
The Institute will look to 
produce technically skilled, 
management-aware graduates 
who will be an asset to both 
the local and international 
aquaculture industry. 

Throughout the two-year pro-
gramme, students will learn 
concepts and acquire techni-
cal skills by working together 
to solve open-ended problems 
based on real life industry situ-
ations. Many of the courses will 
be integrated around key major 
projects and industry place-
ments. This combination of the-
ory and practical training will 
provide students with an excel-
lent background to move into 
the aquaculture field.

Cawthron Institute is a princi-
pal industry partner involved in 
the aquaculture infrastructure. 

NMIT is currently in the process 
of building a shared practical 
training resource at Cawthron’s 
Aquaculture Facility at Glen-
duan, to be opened in mid 2010. 
Communication links have also 
been established with the Sea-
food Industry Training Organi-
sation and industry providers 
as the programme’s content and 
logistics continue to be devel-
oped. A substantial dialogue has 
already taken place with indus-
try to ensure the programme 
meets their needs. This dialogue 
will be an ongoing process to 
ensure the programme remains 
industry focussed and relevant.

Start date

The programme will begin in 
July 2010 and will consist of a 
range of single semester papers 
that will allow students to join 
at multi-entry points, thereby 
encouraging flexibility. This is a 
model currently utilized in the 
successful NMIT Diploma in 
Viticulture and Wine Production.

Delivery mode

Students will have the option 
of studying two years full time 
or by part time throughout the 
length of the programme. 

Courses

Subjects will include aquatic 
animal anatomy and physiol-
ogy; aquatic ecology; fishery 
management; aquaculture; fin-
fish and shellfish health and 
nutrition; Maori aquaculture 
interests; business and environ-
mental management.

Aquaculture industry 
experience

The NMIT Diploma in Aquac-
ulture programme will include 
an industry experience compo-
nent for students not already 
working in the field. Students 
will spend a minimum of eight 
weeks (at least two weeks of 
each term) working in industry 
to hone their learned skills. 

For more information on this 
programme, please contact:

Beth Mills 
Phone: +64-3-546-9175 (ext. 639) 

(beth.mills@nmit.ac.nz)

NMIT Diploma in Aquaculture (Fish Farming and Fishery Management) (Level 5)


