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and supporting livelihoods in communities continued 
to be highlighted. However, challenges such as quality 
seed supply, feed supply and ingredients, genetic 
improvements, health and disease management, market 
access and trade barriers, continue to be faced. 

The call for a regional biosecurity framework is not new 
and has been raised at various fora of SPC and other 
regional meetings to which SPC participates. SPC will 
look into working with its collaborating partners and 
agencies to continue to address the issue of establishing 
regional biosecurity framework. A concept note on 
developing a regional biosecurity framework will be 
put forward to the SPC Heads of Fisheries Meeting for 
Leaders’ endorsement in February 2011.

There is an expression of interest for a regional focus on 
sea cucumber aquaculture. Both SPC and FAO will work 
towards developing a regional sea cucumber project.

Creating an enabling environment for aquaculture to 
maintain its growth while also meeting societal needs 
and preserving natural resources is important and must 
continue to be emphasized and promoted at national 
and regional levels. 

SPC wishes to acknowledge funding assistance from 
AusAID (through aquaculture programme funding), 
from the French Pacific Fund and the Coral Reef 
Initiatives for the Pacific (CRISP) project in supporting 
the Tahiti Aquaculture 2010 conference. 

For more information, please contact: 

Robert Jimmy 

Aquaculture Advisor - (RobertJ@spc.int) 

or Antoine Teitelbaum 

Aquaculture Officer - (AntoineT@spc.int) 

New publications from SPC’s FAME Division

Small-scale fishing techniques using light - A manual for fishermen
by William Sokimi and Steve Beverly

This manual presents some small-craft night baiting and fishing techniques commonly used 
in the Pacific Islands region, and provides Pacific Island fishermen with information that may 
help them develop their small-craft commercial fishing operations. Some of the techniques are 
improvements in canoe fishing methods and use basic gear, while other techniques include 
modern fishing equipment used on advanced small-scale fishing craft. Still other methods 
are adaptations of medium- to large-scale industrial fishing operations to small fishing craft 
operations.

The night baiting and night fishing methods covered in this manual encourage small-craft 
commercial fishermen to steer away from bottom fishing operations and move toward fishing 
for midwater pelagic fish, either inshore or offshore. Fishing methods focus on using light to 

aggregate phytoplankton and baitfish that in turn attract large pelagic fish.

This manual describes the use of bouke-ami stick-held dip nets, basnig lift nets and gill nets for catching baitfish and 
small pelagic fish. It is believed that if these net fishing methods are properly managed in coastal fishing communities, 
the accumulated bait, especially scads and sardinella, can be caught in sufficient volume to subsidise bait used in small-
scale commercial tuna longline fishing operations.

The online version is available at: http://www.spc.int/Coastfish/en/component/content/article/375-small-scale-
fishing-techniques-using-light.html

New guidelines on the proper handling of sport fish species 

Sport fishing is becoming increasingly popular worldwide and the ethic of sport fishing fans, 
based on the “catch-and-release” principle, is in line with the fisheries management standards 
that SPC’s Coastal Fisheries Programme promotes in the region. A recent integrated pilot 
project in the Cook Islands has shown that coastal sport fishing development can provide 
community livelihoods while improving the management of the targeted resource. SPC believes 
that what is working in Aitutaki could be successfully done in other Pacific Islands, provided 
the basic prerequisites are in place (e.g. suitable tourist accommodations, international airline 
connections, transportation to the fishing destination, dedicated local guides…and, obviously, 
enough fish — preferably an iconic fish — to lure overseas visitors).

 1 Integrated multi-trophic aquaculture (IMTA) provides byproducts, including waste, from an aquatic species as inputs (fertilizers, food) for 

another (see Wikipedia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integrated_Multi-Trophic_Aquaculture).
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SPC’s Nearshore Fisheries Development Section has just developed guidelines on the proper handling of sport fish 
species. The guidelines, available in French and English, have been produced on waterproof plastic cards and can 
be obtained from SPC for distribution to sport fishing enthusiasts as well as established or prospective sport fishing 
operators. Bonefish and giant trevally are the first species covered, and SPC intends to develop handling guidelines for 
more species next year.

The first two guidelines, in PDF format, can be downloaded from the SPC website at:

• Part one: Bonefish (http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_10_Bonefish.pdf)

• Part two: Giant trevally and other large fish (http://www.spc.int/DigitalLibrary/Doc/FAME/Brochures/Anon_10_
GiantTrevally.pdf)

The online version is available at: http://www.spc.int/Coastfish/en/features/nearshore-fisheries-development/376-
new-guidelines-on-the-proper-handling-of-sport-fish-species.html

For more information, please contact Michel Blanc, Nearshore Fisheries Developement Adviser (MichelBl@spc.int)

 WCPFC Tuna Fishery Yearbook 2009

The WCPFC Tuna Fishery Yearbook presents annual catch estimates in the WCPFC’s Statistical Area 
from 1950 onwards. Tables of catch statistics cover the four main commercial tuna species caught in 
the region: albacore (Thunnus alalunga), bigeye (Thunnus obesus), skipjack (Katsuwonus pelamis) 
and yellowfin (Thunnus albacares). The Tuna Yearbook is prepared by SPC’s Oceanic Fisheries 
Programme under contract to the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

This publication is only available online:

http://www.spc.int/OceanFish/en/publications/doc_download/695-wcpfc-tuna-fishery-
yearbook-2009

 A guide to the decapod crustaceans of the South Pacific
By Joseph Poupin and Mathieu Juncker

Most of the world’s 50,000 species of crustaceans are marine and play an important role, both 
in fisheries and in the functioning of coastal ecosystems. Documented since ancient Rome, 
crustaceans have always been a major subsistence fishery, and today rank second only to 
fish in marine resource exploitation worldwide. The purpose of this guide is to facilitate the 
identification of common decapod crustacean species of the South Pacific. The guide includes 
343 previously unpublished photographs used to illustrate identification cards for 223 species, 
and is intended for scientists, reef fishery managers, nature conservation agencies, professional 
fishers and recreational users of marine areas. It covers the species of the tropical South Pacific, 
from the Australian east coast to Easter Island; specific observations were made in New 
Caledonia, Loyalty Islands, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna and French Polynesia. Other island 
groups of this area (e.g. Cook Islands, Fiji, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Tonga), have been less 
frequently studied and are found less regularly under “distribution” in most identification cards. However, most 
of the species in this guide probably also occur in those locations, particularly those with broad distribution over the 
entire tropical Indo-West Pacific region, from the Indian Ocean and Indo-Malaysia to the central Pacific.

The online version is available at: 
http://www.crisponline.net/CRISPPRODUCTS/Biodiversityknowledgeandconservation/tabid/317/Default.aspx

For more information, please contact Claire Dupré, In charge of CRISP communication: ClaireD@spc.int


