
Big-game angler fighting a marlin from a jury-rigged fishing chair which 
the Fijian boatman is swinging. Note kidney rod harness which takes much 

of the strain off the arms. 

Right: Silver marlin caught off Bega, in Fiji, by Mr. Art Ewing ( r igh t ) , an 
American big-game angler. The fish was 11 feet long and weighed 3 7 4 
pounds. At left is Mr. Harry Terry, Fiji representative of the International 

Game Fishing Association and well-known big-game fishing guide. 

Big-Game Fishing 
Would Bring World Anglers To Pacific 

Those interested in promoting tourism in the Pacific could 
well investigate the possibilities of developing big-game 
fishing as a major attraction for visitors. The author of this 
article considers that blue-water anglers the world over 
would flock to the Pacific if the sport were properly estab
lished here in proved waters. He reveals that a highly 

promising beginning has already been made in Fiji. 

By ROB 
A BOUT the year 1935 Michael Lerner, 

one of the foremost big-game anglers 
in the world and later President of the 
International Game Fish Association, 
took passage on a ship to Nova Scotia, 
from whence news had come of giant 
tuna. He landed at Yarmouth and made 
his way to a town where broadbill sword-
fish and blue-fin tuna were being har
pooned in quantity by commercial fisher
men. Up to this time no blue-fin had 

* Mr. Wright, who is the official photo
grapher attached to the Public Relations Office 
in Fiji, also conducts a popular Saturday 
feature for amateur fishermen in the Fiji Times 
entitled HOOK, LINE AND SINKER. 

WRIGHT* 
ever been caught on rod and reel, and 
Mike Lerner wanted to be the first to 
try it. 

On arrival he found that the fish had 
been there and were expected back, but 
that there were very few around at the 
time. He fished for several days without 
success, and then decided to give up and 
return to the United States. On his way 
back to the ship he struck up a conver
sation with a man from Wedgeport, 
another Nova Scotian township. What he 
learned from the stranger induced him to 
cancel his passage and leave immediately 
to try his luck at Wedgeport. 

The fish he took there on this occasion, 
and on subsequent visits, immediately 
established Wedgeport as a game-fishing 
centre. Revenue and fees from the big-
game anglers—both men and women— 
who flocked to the area enabled the town 
to blossom out with new shops and 
hotels; fishing dories gave way to modern 
sport-fishing launches, and the town en
joyed a prosperity which continues to 
this day. 

This little story illustrates what can 
happen when a new and good big-game-
fish area is located. Success and pros
perity invariably follow, for the big-game 
angler will go to the ends of the earth 
to match his skill. Kona in Hawaii, 
Acapulco in Mexico, Tocopilla in Peru, 
Russell in New Zealand, and Bermagui 
in Australia are all examples of what 
can happen to towns associated with the 
taking of big-game fish. 

The drive by member countries of the 
Pacific Area Travel Association to attract 
tourists to the Pacific, and the resolutions 
and recommendations for the promotion 
of tourism as an industry discussed at 
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Above left: Striped 
marlin (upper); In do-
Pacific blue m a r l i n 

(lower). 

The key to Hawaiian fishes by Brock 
which is based on observations of the 
marlins sold in the Hawaiian market has 
also been of benefit. Fishermen of 
Hawaii recognize six species to which 
they have given the English names of 
black marlin, silver marlin, striped 
marlin, Indian spearfish, sailfish, and 
broadbill swordfish. 

Above right: B l a c k 
marlin (upper); broad-

bill (lower). 

the fourth South Pacific Conference in 
Rabaul, would seem to indicate that now 
is the time for Pacific territories to look 
into the money-making sport of big-game 
fishing. 

The first and obvious thing to take into 
account is whether big-game fish exist in 
these areas. It is generally conceded that 
billfish such as marlin and sailfish do 
occur in the waters of most South Pacific 
territories. Tahiti and Fiji have been 
fished sporadically for a number of years 
by occasional anglers, while longlining 
has revealed marlin and sailfish in 
Tongan waters and around the New 
Hebrides. 

Six Spearfishes In Pacific 
A Fisheries Bulletin of the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service states 
that six species of spearfishes are recog
nized in the Pacific. These are the sword-
fish or broadbill (Xiphias gladious), 
shortnose spearfish (Tetrapturus angus-
tirostris), sailfish {Istiophorus orientalis), 
black marlin (Istiompax martinet), striped 
marlin {Maikara audax), and Pacific blue 
marlin (Maikara ampla). 

Left: Shortnosed spear
fish (upper); sailfish 

(lower). 

All six species are shown to be fishes 
of wide distribution in the Pacific, but 
with different centres of abundance. The 
swordfish and striped marlin prefer the 
more temperate waters, the Pacific blue 
marlin the equatorial region, and the 
black marlin the coastal areas off Asia, 
America and Australia. 

Maximum known weights of the 
Pacific forms (in pounds) are as follows: 
Swordfish—1061; shortnose spearfish— 
114; sailfish—132; black marlin—1560; 
striped marlin—483; and Pacific blue 
marlin—1450. (These weights may now 
have been exceeded.) 

The separation and naming of the 
species of the spearfishes has been a 
problem of particular difficulty because 
the original descriptions of most of the 
species are so poor, and some of the 
species are so similar and variable, that 
it is impossible to identify them immedi
ately from the original descriptions. It 
has been necessary to start with identifi
cations made by fishermen, most of 
whom are experienced longline fishermen 
and have seen many marlins. 

Craft For Big-Game Fishing 

Having established that big-game fish 
are to be caught in a certain locality, the 
next step is to make available craft 
from which sport-fishing can be con
ducted. 

These fall into two categories: jury-
rigged motor-boats of anything up to 
thirty feet, powered with inboard or 
outboard engines and in which a fishing 
chair has been fitted, and a true charter-
fishing cruiser of off-shore design ranging 
from thirty to forty-five feet in overall 
length, equipped with twin gasoline or 
diesel motors, outriggers, radio, shelter 
cabins and other modern amenities. 

The first type can be used only in 
sheltered waters, as it is essentially a 
pleasure craft or work boat and not 
intended for deep-sea work. Most island 
territories have numerous launches of 
this type, and with careful planning they 
can be converted to game-fishing boats 
of limited use. Many good fish have 
been caught from these conversions, but 
they do limit the scope of big-game 
angling. 

The second type are able, rugged little 
ships capable of fishing for spearfish in 
turbulent waters, and not any motor-boat 
will stand up to this tough service. In
vestment in a charter-fishing boat is 
likely to be heavy, and outlay will run 
from £1000 to £5000. Annual main
tenance costs are also high for this type 
of craft. Engines, radio, fishing tackle, 
etc., must be kept in good condition, 
and the boat must be hauled out fre
quently for painting and refitting. 
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Above: This modern big-game fishing launch " S e r e - N i - W a i " has twin diesel engines capable of giving her a top speed of 2 0 knots, and 
cruising speed of 12 knots. Outriggers are laminated hollow spars, well-braced and reinforced. The cruiser has sleeping accommodation for four, 
galley, roomy cockpit, and is fitted with depth-finder, ship-to-shore radio, compass, searchlight, etc. She is skippered and owned by Mr. Alf Lee 
of Suva, with his son Dallas as mate and engineer. Marl in flag is flying from an outrigger. "Sere -N i -Wa i" is also adaptable for general tourist 
charter cruises. Right: Cockpit arrangements. Adjustable fishing chair is sturdily mounted; includes backrest and footrest, both adjustable for height 
and length. Rod-gimbal for base of rod to fit in is mounted on edge of seat. Rod guides are fitted to inside edge of coaming and hold rods in 
this position while trolling is in progress. Big-game rods have roller-bridged guides and Penn reels. Temporary shelter of canvas can be swung 

back out of way when a fish is being fought. 

Charter boats are usually handled by 
a skipper and a mate. Depending on the 
laws of the country, these men may be 
required to have tickets for a limited 
tonnage. They are as equally responsible 
for the safety of their passengers as is 
the captain of an ocean liner. 

A charter-boat captain should be an 
experienced fisherman, with a sound 
knowledge of the area in which he pro
poses to fish and of how to rig tackle, 
baits, etc. A good boat-handler can an
ticipate action during the fight with game 
fish and by manoeuvring his craft accord
ingly may add a 50% boost to the 
angler's chances of boating the fish. 

Tackle For Big-Game Fishing 
Big-game fishing tackle is expensive all 

the way through. Rods should be of a good 
quality split cane or glass of reputable 
make, in order to withstand the tremen
dous strain put on them when fighting 
game fish. Fishing reels must also be 
large enough and of good design to take 
constant hard usage and ample line. 

The line itself must conform to stan
dards laid down by the International 
Game Fish Association. Linen is still a 
favourite line with many big-game 
anglers, but with the introduction of 

Left: Silver marlin weighing 5 7 2 pounds taken 
by Mr. Louis Nohl of the United States in the 
Yasawa Group to the north of Viti Levu. Right: 
A sailflsh taken trolling from an inter-island 
vessel. The lure used was a "v iav ia" (appear
ing below hand of man on right) made from 
a portion of lily stem and affixed to a lead 

weight. 
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Above: Preparing a mullet for trolling bait. Right: A large Pacific sailflsh boated after a fight. The fish was first noticed between two and three 
hundred yards away "greyhounding" after the bait, which it took. The conventional "drop-back" was given and the fish hooked. 

synthetic materials such as nylon, dacron 
and terylene, many fishermen have gone 
over to these. 

Lines And Reels 

Lines are based on different classes 
of tackle in order that light-tackle 
achievements may receive the recognition 
they merit. A "thread" based on linen 
line is generally conceded to have a 
breaking strain of three pounds, and 
the tackle (or line) size records are 
divided into thread classes as follows: 
3-thread (9 lbs.); 6-thread (18 lbs.); 
9-thread (27 lbs.); 15-thread (45 lbs.); 
24-thread (72 lbs.); 39-thread (117 lbs.); 
54-thread (162 lbs.). 

Catches made on line sizes between 
the approved standards will be made 
under the next stronger line size. For 
example, a catch on a 12-thread qualifies 
in the 15-thread class, etc. 

By International Game Fish rules, the 
leader and double line on all weights of 
tackle up to and including 15-thread 
should be limited to 15 feet of double 
line and 15 feet of leader or trace. For 
heavier tackle, the line should not be 
doubled at the trace end for more than 
thirty feet, and the trace should not 
exceed thirty feet. 

There are three well-known American 
reels and a British (Hardy) reel which 

have been popular with big-game anglers 
for many years. 

Topping the list is the "Fin-or", which 
is the most costly reel made, and a semi-
custom built job. The series includes a 
4/0, 6/0, 7 i / 0 , 9/0, and 12/0. One of 
the outstanding features of the "Fin-or", 
and where it differs from other reels, is 
its drag system. It works by means of a 
lever. If the latter is pulled back the 
reel is in free spool. On a semi-circular 
track are holes into which a spring stop 
fits. By placing the stop in any par
ticular hole, the drag will remain con
stant for that setting. In other words, 
the correct amount of tension may al
ways be found when desired without 
resorting to a star drag wheel as on other 
reels. A 12/0 "standard" costs about 
£230, and a 12/0 "special", which holds 
750 yards of 39-thread line, sells at about 
£250. 

One of the most popular reels made 
is the "Penn Senator" series, which runs 
from 1/0 to 16/0. The latter holds 750 
yards of 54-thread. The star drag system 
on the "Senator" employs a type of 
brake-band material similar to that on 
automobile brakes, and is extremely 
durable. The largest reel made by this 
Company—the 16/0—sells for about 
£50, which is quite a nominal price for 
a tested precision product. 

Ocean City also makes a series of 
big-game reels from 3/0 to 16/0 in size. 
These are top quality, and are capable 
of handling assignments of any size. 

Good average tackle for big-game fish 
would be a 24-thread line with a 16-
ounce rod and a 12/0 reel. 

Baits And Lures 
Having assembled tackle, the boat cap

tain next thinks about baits and lures for 
game fish. At one time it was assumed 
that marlin or sailflsh would not take 
anything but fresh fish bait, but more 
recent developments have proved they 
are also attracted to lures. In Fiji, for 
instance, they have been taken on spin
ners, heavy feather lures, and on heavy 
plastic plugs. At Kona, in Hawaii, the 
Tada plastic lure—a Japanese develop
ment—has been used with great success. 

Sea mullet or barracuda about 12-16 
inches long have been found to be an 
effective fresh bait, while small tuna and 
bonito are equally good. Most of the 
Pacific islands do not have the popular 
kahawai which is used in New Zealand 
with success. 

Preparing The Bait 
To prepare the bait, the stomach or 

back of the fish is slit open and a section 
of the backbone from gill-plates to tail 
is removed. The hooks are inserted so 
that the barbs protrude from the belly. 

(Continued on page 62) 
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By W. F. STRAATMANS 

Big-Game Fishing In The Pacific 
(Continued from page 30) 

The cut is then sewn up and the trace 
led through the mouth, which it is neces
sary to close by binding it to the leader. 
The hooks act as a keel and the removal 
of the backbone gives the fish a limp 
realistic action when in the water. 

A word about hooks. For IGFA rules 
it is required that no more than two 
single hooks may be attached to the 
leader or trace at any one time. These 
must be attached separately at least a 
shank's length apart. 

Technique Of Big-Game Fishing 
The bait is generally trolled from an 

outrigger about twenty yards from the 
stern of the fishing craft, and the best 
position is regulated by the height of the 
outrigger. The bait should flap on the 
surface as the launch makes a speed of 
between five and six knots. 

There are many variations in rigging 
of baits. Some are used on paravanes 
with a tripping device to free the line 
when a strike is registered. 

It is frequently possible to see a 
marlin surfacing to "bill" a fish bait. 
This it does by attempting to stun the 
fish with its sword. When this happens 
the line is pulled from the outrigger. 

The angler immediately throws the reel 
into free spool while counting up to 
twelve in seconds. This drop-back is 
given so that the fish is able to take 
the bait properly and without hindrance. 
At the end of this period the angler 
throws in the reel clutch, hefts the rod 
to feel if there is weight, and then 
strikes the hook home by jerking the 
rod tip several times. With an artificial 
lure, the hook should be set immediately 
following a strike. From then on it de
pends on the angler as to which way the 
fight goes. 

The boat captain meanwhile eases the 
speed of the boat and carefully watches 
both the line and angler. If the fish is 
hooked every effort should be made to 
take the strain off the line and to 
manoeuvre the craft so as to lend every 
assistance to the angler. The mate should 
assist in swinging the fishing chair so 
that at all times the angler faces the 
fish. Time and many encounters with 
game fish will give the boat captain the 
necessary experience in this work. 

When the fish has been worked along
side the boat for gaffing, a detachable 
gaff not exceeding eight feet in length 
may be used for boating of the fish, but 
the length of the rope or wire attached 
to the head of the gaff must not exceed 
thirty feet. 

No person other than the angler is 
allowed to touch any part of the tackle 
or reel during the playing of the fish, 
and only one person is allowed to hold 
the leader or trace while the fish is being 
gaffed. 

In areas where a government-tested 
scale is not available for the weighing 
of the fish, a careful testing of the scale 
by the weighing of objects of known 
weight is suggested. The weighing of 
the catch on several scales and the sub
mission of the resultant set of figures is 
also desirable. 

There could be wonderful scope for 
big-game angling and charter-boat fishing 
in any of the South Pacific territories 
where it is known that billfish can be 
caught in numbers. A record fish could 
well mean an influx of big-game anglers 
from all over the world. 

Sago Making In Western Papua 
(Continued from page 57) 

less shapeless. Those intended for barter, 
however, are prepared with particular 
care. In New Guinea, the natives hollow 
out cylindrical holes in the fibrous residue 
left from the washing process and line 
them carefully with green Metroxylon 
leaves. They then heap the fresh starch 
into the hole, using it as a mould; then, 
wrapping the leaves over the top, they 
remove the package and bind it fast. 
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