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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1: POLE-TROLLING IN THE PACIFIC TRADITION

Pole-trolling (also called pole-and-line fishing and pearl-lure fishing) is a fishing method which evolved in the islands and
atolls of Oceania and which dates back thousands of years. Originally practised from traditional paddling or sailing canoes (and
still done this way in a few places), the technique has been modified in other locations to take advantage of modern fishing gear
and motorised vessels. Nonetheless the essential skills involved remain largely the same.

Fishing gear

The gear for this type of fishing consists of a long pole,
about 7m (20 feet) in length, to the tip of which a line about
the same length as the pole is attached. A lure is tied to the
other end of the line.

Traditionally poles were made of bamboo or strong, light
wood. For the most part, fishermen relied on finding these
materials drifting at sea, since they do not use ally grow on
small islands and atolls. In more modern times, bamboo is
easier to obtain. In more urbanised areas, fibre glass poles are
sometimes used.

The lines were originally hand-made from braided hi-
bicus or sennit fibres, but have now been largely replaced by
modern synthetic fishing lines, which are stronger and may be
easier to obtain.

One traditional element which still remains, however, is a
universal preference among fishermen for lures made from the
shells of mother-of-pearl oysters. Similar lures made of
iridescent plastic are commercially available, but although
these are cheaper and do not require hours of patient
construction and polishing, they have rarely succeeded in
overcoming the preference for the traditional version. Modern
lures are much the same as those of many generations ago,
except that metal is now usually used for the hook section,
rather than the more traditional materials of turtle shell, bone
or coconut shell.

The lures themselves consist of a curved strip cut from a
mother-of-pearl shell, fitted with a barbless hook and a tassel
of feathers or fibres. Very subtle variations in the colour,
shape and size of a lure are considered of vital importance to
fishing success, and this is one of the reasons why natural
materials are still preferred to synthetic ones. A fisherman
may have several poles, each with several lures attached but
tied back, plus a large collection of spare ones ready to hand.
Only one lure is in use at anyone time, the fisherman
switching among lures of varying appearance until he selects
one which produces the desired results.
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