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Outline - Understanding loss & 
damage and fisheries
• Review of Defining Loss & Damage

• Slow onset Rapid Onset and combined events

• Types of loss and damage: economic (ELD) and non economic (NELD)

• 15 minute Table discussions of fisheries loss and damage in countries 

• Understanding what is being done on loss and damage

• International WIM, Santiago Network, Paris Agreement

• Regional & SIDS

• National Local

• More Resources

•



• Loss and damage: the impacts of climate change that cannot be or have not been avoided by 

mitigation or adaptation efforts. 

• Losses are irreversible and permanent in nature like loss of marine species due to coral reef 

ecosystem collapse (bleaching and acidification), and loss of socio-economic viability of a fisheries 

due to changes in distribution/migration of fish

•  damages refer to recoverable or reparable harm like damage to boats, lines, processing plants, 

Loss and damage are caused by 

• rapid-onset events that tend to be discrete, identifiable events (e.g. storm surge, cyclones, marine 

heatwaves), or

• slow-onset events that unfold over much longer timeframes, gradually manifest and are not as 

immediately devastating (e.g. sea-level rise, ocean acidification and biodiversity loss). 

• In some cases, combined slow-onset and rapid-onset events interact with each other to amplify 

the loss and damage experienced (e.g. sea-level rise leading to greater cyclone intensity from 

higher storm surges and breaking up of already bleached corals).  Such combined events might lead 

to displacement of communities. 

Climate change terminology recall 







RECALL

CLIMATE CHANGES AND 

THEIR IMPACTS ON 

FISHERIES AND OCEANS  

ALREADY PRESENTED IN 

DEPTH

ADAPTATION AND 

RESILIENCE BUT 

TIPPING POINTS

EXTREME DAMAGES

IRREVERSABLE LOSSES







Limits to 
Climate 
Change 
Adaptation



INSERT SLIDO QUESTION
Now that we know about the climate-related 
hazards and impacts in marine and coastal zones, 
which category of hazards do you think is the 
greater threat to people living there?



Combined 
impacts slow 
onset and rapid 
onset events eg

• Higher sea surface 
temps feed stronger 
cyclones –
humanitarian 
disasters

• Higher sea levels 
mean storm surge 
more likely to overtop 
and  damage 
facilities like fish 
markets/wharves/pro
cessing facilities

• Coral  habitats 
degraded by ocean 
acidification more 
likely to bleach/die 
off in a marine 
heatwave







C10 MIN DISCUSSION
EACH TABLE  IS GIVEN A DISCUSSION TOPIC/QUESTION FOCUSSING ON LOSS AND DAMAGE 

AND FISHERIES EXAMPLES / UNDERSTANDING IN YOUR COUNTRIES

FROM UNFCCC LOSS AND DAMAGE DIAGRAM  NON ECONOMIC LOSSES, ECONOMIC 
LOSSES FROM SLOW ONSET OR RAPID OR COMBINED
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UNDERSTANDING 
WHAT IS BEING DONE 
ON LOSS & DAMAGE

LITTLE SPECIFIC FOR FISHERIES, OPPORTUNIES TO ADVOCATE  MORE TO BE PRESENTED BY ESPEN 
LATER.





Where does 
fisheries fit?

Strategic to ensure 

fisheries are considered 

by the different expert 

groups







Comprehensive 
Risk Management 
Approaches CRM

• FRAMEWORKS AND 
CONCEPTUALISING 
COMING OUT OF THE 
WORK PLAN, see 
yesterday presentation by 
Marina for more detail
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REGIONAL & 
NATIONAL ACTIONS



International Loss & Damage Mechanism 

is a Necessity for SIDS
• Dangerous Impacts e.g.  extreme weather events, sea level rise, changing 

precipitation patterns, coral bleaching, coastal erosion already occurring 

• Evidence of accelerating impacts

• High dependence on sectors directly impacted by climate change e.g. tourism, 
agriculture and fisheries

• SIDS have contributed least to climate change but are among first to face its 
impacts

• An increasing share of national budgets devoted to addressing adaptation as 
well as loss and damage from climate impacts that SIDS did not cause

• Therefore it is essential to have an equitable outcome for the most vulnerable – 
redress, rehabilitation, climate justice

• Rather than reliance on ad hoc relief, AOSIS requires predictability of finance 
and internationally agreed approaches to manage these risks and address loss 
and damage

No island left behind



Beyond Adaptation

No island left behind

•Evidence base

•Australia "recent findings have indicated that the climate is changing fast than 

projected.  Under a high emissions scenario, a sea level rise of up to a meter or more is 

plausible."

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/australias-coasts-and-climate-

change/understanding-the-risk.aspx

2009 UN Secretary General's report -potential security implications of climate change, 

discussion on a variety of security issues including statelessness.  

Elaborated more recently May 24th by Janos Pasztor in the UN SG, who noted that low 

lying nations may become uninhabitable in a matter decades, and specifically picked up 

on the need to address loss and damage.

http://www.law.columbia.edu/null/download?&exclusive=filemgr.download&file_id=5842

• In light of the challenges faced by SIDS, these highlight that despite efforts towards early 

adaptation, unavoidable loss and damage will occur as a result of climate change. 

•Rather than reliance on ad hoc relief, AOSIS requires predictability and internationally 

agreed approaches to manage these risks and address loss and damage.

http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/australias-coasts-and-climate-change/understanding-the-risk.aspx
http://www.climatechange.gov.au/government/initiatives/australias-coasts-and-climate-change/understanding-the-risk.aspx
http://www.law.columbia.edu/null/download?&exclusive=filemgr.download&file_id=5842
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SIDS Challenges
➢Limited Insurance coverage  withdrawn by private sector as frequency and intensity of 
extreme events increase, premium increases beyond reach

➢Size matters– Small markets a barrier to private investment

➢Under-financing-–gap between what is needed, what will be needed in the future, and what is 
currently being made available. 

➢Insufficient financing and investment for concrete adaptation and mitigation projects and 
activities – Many plans little support.

➢Absence of tools to measure the true economic costs associated with adaptation and 
address the loss and damage from the unavoidable consequences of climate change,  

➢High vulnerability to external economic shocks –e.g. food and energy crises and natural 
disasters which can immobilize an entire State

➢Limited access to domestic resources and limited capacity in SIDS

➢Climate change represents an additional challenge to the development aspirations of SIDS





NEED TO ELABORATE AND CLUSTER 
BY EXCOM 5 AREAS WORK PLAN 
MAYBE?
• PCRAFI

• PCRIC

• MIGRATION

• FINANCE

• RESEARCH NON ECONOMIC LOSSES IN 

COMMUNITY, CULTURE,

• NDCS & NAPS

• GCF

• GEF



Resources/More info
• Loss and damage online guide UNFCCC WIM

• https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-
resilience/workstreams/approaches-to-address-loss-and-
damage-associated-with-climate-change-impacts-in-
developing-countries

• Fiji Clearinghouse for Risk Transfer 

• http://unfccc-clearinghouse.org/

• Technologies for L& D Coasts

• https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-
resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage-ld/policy-brief-
technologies-for-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-loss-
and-damage-in-coastal-zones

http://unfccc-clearinghouse.org/
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage-ld/policy-brief-technologies-for-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-loss-and-damage-in-coastal-zones
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage-ld/policy-brief-technologies-for-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-loss-and-damage-in-coastal-zones
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage-ld/policy-brief-technologies-for-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-loss-and-damage-in-coastal-zones
https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/workstreams/loss-and-damage-ld/policy-brief-technologies-for-averting-minimizing-and-addressing-loss-and-damage-in-coastal-zones


C

SUMMARY
LOSS AND DAMAGE DIFFERS 
FROM ADAPTATION IN THAT 

It occurs where 

adaptation has not been 

fully implemented or 

where adaptation limits 

are reached – because 

actions are 

unaffordable, not 

physically or technically 

possible, socially difficult 

or simply not sufficient to 

prevent some harm to 

humans, the 

environment and assets.
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