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Today’s topics

• Overall state of statistics in the Pacific

• Actions in response

• Some reflections on challenges 
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Some challenges

• Data not being turned 
into information due to 
lack of skills, resources, 
or institutional reasons

• Data not being found 
due to lack of 
appropriate 
dissemination

• Data not existing



Climate change data challenges



• 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific 
implementation needs ongoing insight 
from data to achieve results

• And there is growing demand for 
more and better data…
• more frequent and timely

• more subjects

• better quality

• Improvements to date are real
• more collections are happening

• more are planned

• the Census Round of 2020 is largely complete 
and successful

• dissemination and data re-use much better

• better tools (e.g. tablet data collections)

• But statistics still aren’t good enough
• Worst region in the world – worse than Sub-

Saharan Africa – on the World Bank Statistical 
Performance Indicators

• Zero observations for 40% of SDG indicator-
country combinations

• No economies of scale
• Average statistics office has 14 staff

• Low levels of statistical literacy

• Significant funding shortfall in straight 
data collection
• c. USD 10m per year is the best guess

• Technical assistance bottlenecks worsening
• Donor support is fragmented – e.g. many 

rounds of “passing the hat” for surveys

Summing up
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