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Before you jump into inshore surveys 

 

Scientific support for the management of Coastal and Oceanic Fisheries  
in the Pacific Islands region (SciCOFish) 

Funded by European Union 
(10th EDF) 
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Think before you act 
 

Your survey questions must be driven by management 
questions 
 
Your survey design must be driven by available resources 
and desired spatial coverage 
 
Does the proposed survey design/forms answer your 
management questions ? 

What do 
I want ? 
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Use the right tool for what you want to produce 
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Choose the correct tool size 
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So what is a fisher and where can you survey them ? 
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What is your survey capacity ? 
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When analyzing your data 
 
Do you get the answer to your management question ? 
 
What is the representativeness of your averages ? 
(be very cautious) 
 
Does your sampling design allow you to extrapolate ?   
(be extra cautious) 
 
What are your assumptions vs facts ? 
 
Revise your sampling design if necessary ! 
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Type of surveys (and associated databases)  

 
 
Should be based on management questions… 
 
Underwater surveys :  direct assessment of marine resources (ex: 
density &  biomass of aquarium fishes, beche-de-mer, trochus, 
commercial reef fishes) 
=> RFID / UVC & invertebrate manuals in prep. 
 

Socio-economic surveys: assessment of importance of marine 
resources for livelihood, fish consumption, income, subsistence 
fishing through household & fisher surveys 
=> SEMCoS / Socio-economic survey manual (2007). 
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Type of surveys (and associated databases)  

  
Creel surveys:  Assessment of fishing activities, methods, catch 
composition, costs 
=> Creel & Market Surveys database / survey manual in prep. 
 
Markey surveys: Assessment of market sales, prices, species 
composition 
=> Creel & Market Surveys database /survey manual in prep. 
 
Exports permits: Assessment of exports of commodities 
(aquarium trade, beche-de-mer,…) 
=> Exports database  
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Creel & Market  Manual 
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Creel survey 

 
Forms divided into slices (blocks of questions), you can choose the ones you are interested 
in and skip the rest 
 
For creel surveys :  
 

C1 :   Basic information on fisher 
C2:    Species composition 
C3/C4:  Species sizes and weights 
C5:    Effort data 
C6:   Prices 
C7:   Perceptions of fishers 
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Market survey 

Slices for market surveys :  
 

M1 :   Basic information on marketer 
M2:    Species composition 
M3/M4:  Species sizes and weights 
M5:    Income from marketing 
M6:   Perceptions of fishers 
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Creel & Market Surveys queries 
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Creel & Market Surveys queries 
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This is just a tool 
 It’ll be as good as the use you make of it 


