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TO:
Representatives of Governments and Administrations

in the following countries and territories :

Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu
No.:
 2000/….






FILE:


PRO 2/20/5/2
DATE:
 21 February 2000

SUBJECT:
Sub-regional training workshop in public health surveillance — session 2 for English speaking countries and territories, group 1: Advanced training in the practice of Public Health Surveillance and the use of Epi Info 6 software 




1.
The Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Diseases Control Section, which is part of the Community Health Programme within the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) is organising the second session of two separate week-long training workshops in public health surveillance and related use of Epi Info 6 software. For English-speaking countries and territories, the second week-long session will be split into three groups which will meet at different times and locations, as it was done for the first session. Each group will include the same participants as during the first week. The workshop for Group 1 –  Fiji (3 participants), Kiribati (3 participants), Nauru (2 participants), Papua New Guinea (2 participants), Solomon Islands (3 participants), Tuvalu (3 participants) and Vanuatu (3 participants) — will be held in Noumea, New Caledonia from 15 to 19 May 2000. Information about the workshops for Groups 2 and 3 will be communicated at a later date.

OBJECTIVES
2.
As part of the Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network (PPHSN) the overall objective is to arrive at a critical mass of health professionals with common abilities (tools and methods) for public health surveillance. The objectives of the two week-long sessions are to introduce participants to the practice of public health surveillance and to the use of Epi Info 6 software for public health surveillance.

The first week of training (14 to 18 September 1998) made the participants familiar with:

· the concepts of public health surveillance, 

· the methodology for selecting communicable diseases and priority health indicators for surveillance, 

· the operational plan for the surveillance of communicable diseases,

· some of the skills needed to use Epi Info 6 for surveillance. 

The objectives of the second week are: 

· to understand the respective domains of epidemiology, public health surveillance and oubreak management (including information dissemination for action).

· to be able to plan and perform the various stages of case and  outbreak investigation.

· to be able to develop appropriate surveillance systems based on the use of aggregated epidemiological data.

· To be familiar with aggregated data processing and analysis with EpiInfo 6 including generating relevant surveillance reports.

LANGUAGE:

3.
The workshop will take place in English only.

PARTICIPANTS
4. As explained in the first session announcement, this second week-long session is the continuation of the first session. Therefore, the English-speaking countries and territories of Group 1 are requested to send the same people to the second session, namely:

(
Fiji: 

– Dr Asinate Boleduadua

– Ms Litiana Raikuna

– Mr Jokatama Ravono

(
Kiribati:

– Dr Taketiau Beriki

– Mr Benete Tokanang

– Mr Ioelu Tatapu

(
Nauru:
– Mr Bill Colvin

– Ms Ruby Dedyia

(
Papua New Guinea: 


– Mr Ben Kapa


– Mr Steven Toikilik

(
Solomon Islands: 


– Mr Ken Konare


– Dr Junilyn Pikacha


– Mr Peter Waleualo

(
Tuvalu: 


– Ms Tekafa Neemia


– Ms Filoiala Sakaio


– Mr Kilisimasi Setoga

(
Vanuatu:

– Mr Jude Brown


– Ms Marina Laklotal


– Mr Russel Tamata

As the second training session for Group 2 (trained during the 1st session in Palau) will be held in CNMI or Guam (date yet to be decided), the participants from CNMI and Guam who were trained in Noumea during the 1st session will be included in that Group 2. For practical reasons as well, all participants from Nauru and Kiribati are now included in the present Group 1.

No one other than those who attended the first session will be allowed to attend the second session, except for limited special exceptions, i.e. maximum one out of the three country or territory participants. This one must be a health professional familiar with the principles of public health surveillance and the use of Epi Info 6 with individual data for surveillance purpose.

The Epi Info 6 part of the second session is significantly more difficult than the introduction of first session. Therefor, the participants are requested to revise at least the Epi Info 6 training materials for day one refreshing exercises.

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
5.
The Community Health Programme’s Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Diseases Control Section will be responsible for:

(
return economy class airfares (at excursion rates if possible) to Noumea by the most direct route for the participants from Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu;

(
daily subsistence allowances at SPC rates for participants from Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu for the duration of their stay in Noumea.

If participants choose to travel by a routing other than the one proposed, all additional costs will be at their expense.

ACCOMMODATION IN NOUMEA
6.
The SPC will make the necessary arrangements for accommodation for participants from Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Tuvalu, the Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu.

INSURANCE
7.
It should be noted that the Secretariat of the Pacific Community does not insure participants either during their stay or during travel to or from the meeting and declines any financial responsibility in the event of disease, injury, disability or death.

FURTHER INFORMATION
8.
Enquiries for further information on arrangements should be addressed to:

Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Diseases Control Section

Community Health Programme

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)

B.P. D5 – 98848 Noumea CEDEX

Telephone: (687) 26 20 00 

Fax: (687) 26 38 18

E-mail: eliseb@spc.int or tomk@spc.int

Ms Lourdes Pangalinan

Director General
Attach.

SPC/EPI 6 Workshop/Provisional Agenda

21 February 2000

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY

SUB-REGIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOP IN PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE – SESSION 2

FOR ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES, GROUP 1 (FIJI, KIRIBATI, NAURU, PAPUA NEW GUINEA, SOLOMON ISLANDS, TUVALU AND VANUATU)

ADVANCED TRAINING IN THE PRACTICE OF PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE AND THE USE OF EPI INFO 6 SOFTWARE
PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Monday 15 May 2000

· Opening ceremony

· Introduction to the 2nd week of training: methods and materials

· Discussion on current Public Health Surveillance activities in the Pacific

· Respective domains of epidemiology, public health surveillance and outbreak management (including information dissemination for action).

· Presentation of selected national/territorial surveillance systems for specific notifiable diseases.

· PPHSN and PACNET

· Epi Info 6 refreshing exercise 

Tuesday 16 May 2000

· Discussion on current Public Health Surveillance activities in the Pacific (ctd)

· PPHSN and PACNET

· Outbreak Investigation: introduction

· Aggregated data and Epi Info 6:


· data aggregation

· entry of aggregated data on HIDS

Wednesday 17 May 2000

· Outbreak Investigation:

· introduction (ctd)

· exercises 

· Aggregated data and EpiInfo 6: 

· normalising a database

· analysing aggregated data 

Thursday 18 May 2000

· Outbreak Investigation: exercises (ctd)

· Aggregated data and EpiInfo 6: generating reports

· Exercises on e-mail and Internet use in the regional context.

Friday 19 May 2000

· Outbreak Investigation (ctd): exercises

· Creation of a relational database in EpiInfo6 

or 

Use of Epiglue: customizing your EpiInfo 6 application (optional)

· In practice

· Evaluation 

_____________________________

