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TO:
Representatives of Governments and Administrations 

of the following countries and territories : 

Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, Nauru, and Palau
No.:
98/18






FILE:


PRO 2/20/5/2
DATE:
 15 July1998

SUBJECT:
Sub-regional basic training workshop on public health surveillance and use of Epi Info 6 software for english speaking countries and territories - group 2 

1.
The Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Diseases Control Section, which is part of the Community Health Programme within the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) is organising two separate week-long training workshops in public health surveillance and related use of Epi Info 6 software over a period of two years. For English-speaking countries, the first week-long session will be split into three groups which will meet at different times and locations. The workshop for Group 2 (Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, Nauru, and Palau) will be held in Koror, Palau from 30 August to 4 September 1998. Information about the workshops for Groups 3 will be communicated at a later date. The second session for this group will take place in 1999 at a date to be decided.

OBJECTIVES
2.
As part of the Pacific Public Health Surveillance Network (PPHSN) the overall objective is to arrive at a critical mass of health professionals with common abilities (tools and methods) for public health surveillance. The objectives of the two week-long sessions are as follows:

(
Introduce participants to public health surveillance, in particular, the selection of priorities in this area.

(
Introduce participants to the use of Epi Info 6 software for public health surveillance.

At the end of the first week of training (30 August to 4 September 1998), the participants will be familiar with the concepts of public health surveillance, methodology for selecting communicable diseases and priority health indicators for surveillance, and some of the skills needed to use Epi Info 6 for surveillance. The second week (1999) will target advanced use of Epi Info 6 in public health surveillance practices and the development of surveillance systems.

LANGUAGE:

3.
The workshop will take place in English only.

PARTICIPANTS
4.
The English-speaking countries in Group 2 (Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, Nauru, and Palau) are invited to nominate three (3) participants per country.

5.
As the second week-long session will be a continuation of the first one, the countries and territories are requested to commit themselves to sending the same people to both sessions; at least two of the three participants attending the first week of training will have to be present during the second. No one other than those who attended the first session will be allowed to attend the second session, except for limited special exceptions.

6.
Officials in these countries should nominate health professionals working primarily in the area of public health surveillance (doctors, epidemiologists, medical statisticians, nurses, health inspectors or clinicians).

FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
7.
The Community Health Programme’s Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Diseases Control Section will be responsible for:

(
return economy class airfares (at excursion rates if possible) to Koror, Palau by the most direct route for the participants from Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, and Nauru;

(
daily subsistence allowances at SPC rates for participants from Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, and Nauru for the duration of their stay in Koror.

If participants choose to travel by a routing other than the one proposed, all additional costs will be at their expense.

ACCOMMODATION IN KOROR
8.
The SPC will make the necessary arrangements for accommodation for participants Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, Kiribati, Northern Mariana Islands, Marshall Islands, and Nauru.

INSURANCE
9.
It should be noted that the Secretariat of the Pacific Community does not insure participants either during their stay or during travel to or from the meeting and declines any financial responsibility in the event of disease, injury, disability or death.

FURTHER INFORMATION
10.
Enquiries for further information on arrangements should be addressed to:

Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Disease Control Section

Community Health Programme

Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)

B.P. D5

98848 Noumea CEDEX

Telephone: (687) 26 20 00

Fax: (687) 26 38 18

E-mail: eliseb@spc.org.nc or yvans@spc.org.nc

Dr. Bob Dun

Director General
Attach.

SPC/Epi 6 Workshop/Provisional Agenda

15 July 1998

SECRETARIAT OF THE PACIFIC COMMUNITY

SUB REGIONAL WORKSHOP

BASIC TRAINING  IN PUBLIC HEALTH SURVEILLANCE AND USE OF EPI INFO 6 SOFTWARE

FOR ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES

GROUP 2 (FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA, GUAM, KIRIBATI, NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, MARSHALL ISLANDS, NAURU, AND PALAU)

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Monday, 30 August

· Introduction to training methods and materials

· The surveillance wheel: presentation and discussion

· Data interpretation exercise

· Introduction to computer sciences

Tuesday, 01 September

· Development and use of criteria for selecting priority communicable diseases for surveillance 

· Introduction to Epi Info 6

· Creation of a data entry form for routine surveillance of communicable diseases

Wednesday, 02 September

· Development and use of criteria for selecting priority communicable diseases for surveillance (continued)

· Presentation of an Epi Info 6 application: HIDS

· Data entry

Thursday, 03 September

· Operational plan for the surveillance of communicable diseases 

· "Check" command in Epi Info 6

· Data analysis

Friday, 04 September

· Development and use of criteria for selecting priority health indicators for public health surveillance

· Basic programming for data analysis

· Some explanations of the Epi Info 6 application HIDS

· Exercises

· Evaluation

______________________________

