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New SafeHandS network for the Asia Pacific region!

SafeHandS is an initiative by the Albion Street Centre to develop a ‘virtual’ network for health care worker safety for the Asia Pacific region.  It is being funded by AusAID (the Australian Agency for International Development).

The aim of SafeHandS is to develop a network of health care workers and institutions across the Asia-Pacific region to promote:

· Sharing of information between health care workers and institutions about health care worker safety 

· Policy development and program implementation to improve health care workers' safety 

· Optimal care for people with blood borne viruses (especially HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C) and other communicable diseases 

· Promoting practical steps to deal with issues of stigma and discrimination which might otherwise act against optimum health outcomes. 

Health care workers are essential in responding to HIV/AIDS and other communicable diseases.  In the Asia Pacific region where many countries are facing HIV/AIDS epidemics, health care workers need knowledge, skills and resources to adequately protect themselves and their patients.  Resources to achieve standard precautions are often limited in these settings and SafeHandS will provide a forum to share information, support and practical solutions to help health care workers feel safe and encouraged to provide optimal care.

Benefits of membership include:

· Receiving a newsletter (In SafeHandS) every 3 months

· Participating in a moderated discussion e-list for posting questions, comments and issues

· Access to a clearinghouse of new resources and publications produced by different organisations about health care worker safety (links are posted on the website).

· Access to resources developed by SafeHandS

· Joining a database of expertise. 
Membership is free. To join, you can either:

· Go to our website: http://www.uow.edu.au/health/safehands/index.html and click on the ‘membership’ page.

OR

· Call us and we will post or fax you a form.  
Ms Alex Wilson, Albion Street Centre, tel. 61-2-9332 9697; fax: 61-2-9360 4387
e-mail: safehands@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au






