
CNMI-DPH SARS Assessment Protocol
for patients who present to clinics

NOT  SARS  –
Routine Disposition

SARS is a Possibility
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. Have patient enter isolation area; or MD goes to car.
2. Mask for patient2;  barrier protection2 for examiner.
3. Evaluate patient.

Travel or 
Contact History?

Fever > 100.4 F,   OR
History of fever in last 3 days?

Patient 
requests an 

evaluation for 
SARS

1  Travel in past 10 days to Hong Kong SAR, China (Guangdong, Shanxi), Taiwan, Singapore,   OR
Close contact (cared-for, lived-with, or had direct contact with secretions) with a suspected SARS patient.

2  N95 mask for patient;  Disposable gloves, gown/ apron, N95 mask, safety eyeware for examiner or contact. 

3  CNMI Public Health telephone numbers:  236-8703, or after hours: 234-8950

Yes

No

Yes

No

Clearcut
Alternative
Diagnosis

No respiratory symptoms.
Mildly Ill Appearing.
No Hypoxia on PulseOx

1. Voluntary home isolation
with daily assessment 

2. Call MD if symptoms develop. 

3. Contact Public Health3

immediately 

Respiratory symptoms,
Ill Appearing, or
Hypoxia on PulseOx

NOT  SARS  –
Routine 

Disposition

1. Send to ER for further 
evaluation. Alert ER doctor. 

2. Barrier protection2 for those in 
contact

3. Contact Public Health3

immediately 

(Developed by Paula Brinkley, Michael O'Leary, and Richard Brostrom)
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SARS is a Possibility
1. Have patient enter isolation area; or MD goes to car.
2. Mask for patient2;  barrier protection2 for examiner.
3. Evaluate patient.

Clear-cut 
Alternative 
Diagnosis?

Yes

Respiratory 
symptoms,

Ill Appearing, 
Hypoxia on 
PulseOx?

SUSPECTED SARS CASE
(Outpatient Management Protocol)

• Voluntary home isolation
with daily assessment 

2. Call MD if symptoms develop. 
3. Contact Public Health3 immediately for 

Contact Investigation

SUSPECTED SARS CASE
(Inpatient Management Protocol)

1. Send to ER for further evaluation. 
2. Alert ER doctor. 
3. Barrier protection2 for those in contact
4. Contact Public Health3 immediately for 

Contact Investigation
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No

No
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