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PPHSN NEWS
PPHSN Internet project in finals for Erica Prize
The Erica Internet Community Award was offered for the first time this year by the Ericsson
Company, a private telecommunications firm. The prize is worth US$ 250,000, divided
between cash and services, and is designed to assist non-profit organisations in carrying out
projects involving the use of new information technology.
The Pacific Community, acting in its role as Focal Point for the PPHSN Co-ordinating Body,
submitted its application along with other development assistance agencies. The initiative for
the PPHSN project was conceived during the Pacific Regional Telehealth Conference
organised jointly by the SPC and the Pacific Basin Medical Association in Noumea from 30
November – 3 December 1998. It involved development of an Internet Web site which would
provide access, from a single screen, to all health services and information sources available
in the Pacific region. The Web site would integrate the activities of two health networks
operating in the Pacific, i.e. PACNET and WPHNet., among other networks.
The results of the award were announced on 3 June 1999. Although the PPHSN project was
not selected for the Erica Prize, it is, nevertheless, encouraging that it was in the top 20 out
of the more than 1400 projects submitted by organisations from some 50 different countries.
The idea of a regional Web site has not been abandoned and the PPHSN Co-ordinating
Body Focal Point team continues to seek out possible sources of funding.

An initiative to improve communications
In addition to the initiatives of its various programmes, the SPC is contributing to the
development of new information technology applications at the regional level. The
COMet (Communication Enhancement Through Telecommunications) project is the
spearhead of this activity, which was first announced in November 1998 at an SPC
officials’ committee meeting. Objective: improve the quality of the implementation of the
programmes of the organisation and the dissemination of critical information to Pacific
countries and territories. COMet requires the acquisition of satellite facilities to improve
the speed and quality of communications more economically than by using the services
offered by the private telecommunications companies. Two satellite antennae installed
at the SPC offices in Suva, Fiji and Noumea will relay information from member
countries 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The operating costs will be shared
between a number of partner institutions in New Caledonia.

__________________________________________________________________________________

A Web site for the PHS&CDC Section
The Public Health Surveillance and Communicable Disease Control Section has set up a
bilingual Web site which can be accessed directly at the following address:
http://www.spc.org.nc/phs or through the Secretariat of the Pacific Community’s Web site
(http://www.spc.org.nc ). The summary provides, in particular, a description of the Section’s
activities, the training programmes, the objectives and framework of the Pacific Public Health
Surveillance Network (PPHSN).
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The site’s real interest lies in disseminating regional health information and providing certain
publications in an electronic format. This makes it possible to download the latest SPEHIS
(South Pacific Epidemiological and Health Information Services) tables or to receive
summaries of published articles, e.g. those from the monograph on Public Health
Surveillance in the Pacific. The quarterly bulletin Inform’Action and various technical reports
are also available on the Web site.
The site has given a lot of space to the PACNET listserver. Graphs allow visitors to follow
the flow of messages depending on the status of various epidemics and to see the
geographic distribution and make up of PACNET members. A direct link to the listserver
allows archives to be consulted on-line, although access to this service is limited to PACNET
members. Finally, contacts for Pacific health professionals working in health ministries or in
associated agencies are also provided.
__________________________________________________________________________________

A logo for PACNET
PACNET now has its own symbol! The PPHSN server logo represents a conch
shell, which is a means of communication in Pacific communities, surrounded by a
golden pattern representing the Pacific island countries and territories. The “@” is
the international e-mail symbol. Based on an original concept from Yvan
Souares, this logo was designed by Jean-Pierre Lebars, graphic artist at the
Secretariat of the Pacific Community.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Tuberculosis, the main theme of Inform’Action 5
The next issue of Inform’Action will focus on tuberculosis. An opportunity to discover (or rediscover) the SPC Pacific Tuberculosis Control Project, launched in 1998 in response to the
concerns of both Pacific countries and territories and donors given the increased prevalence
of tuberculosis in the region.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Training session in September
The PHS&CDC Section is organising the second Sub-Regional Training Workshop on Public
Health Surveillance and the Use of Epi INFO 6 software. This session will take place in
Noumea from 27 September to 1st October and is designed for French-speaking
participants. This workshop is the second part of the training programme initiated in 1998,
and so the same participants are asked to attend. The objectives of the second week are:
•
•
•
•

to understand the respective domains of epidemiology, public health surveillance and
outbreak management (including information dissemination for action).
to be able to plan and perform the various stages of case and outbreak investigation.
to be able to develop appropriate surveillance systems based on the use of
aggregated epidemiological data.
to be familiar with aggregated data processing and analysis with EpiInfo 6 including
generating relevant surveillance reports.
For more information, contact the PHS&CDC Section (spc@spc.org.nc ; fax: 687.26.38.18)
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