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Case Definitions for 
New Influenza A H1N1 (NIA H1N1)
Shortened version

Note: All terms in bold blue are further defined within this document; terms in bold grey are further defined in the full version of the case definition document.
Case classification

· Suspected case: A person with influenza-like illness (ILI) and suspected exposure within 7 days before onset of illness.

· Probable case: A suspected case who is positive for influenza A, but negative for H1 and H3 by influenza RT‑PCR.

· Confirmed case: A person with laboratory-confirmed NIA H1N1.

Further definitions

(in order of first appearance of the term in the document)
· ILI: Sudden onset of fever with at least one of the following signs/symptoms, in the absence of an alternative diagnosis fully explaining the clinical picture:
· Cough;

· Sore throat.

· Suspected exposure: History of at least one of the following:

· Been in an area with community-level transmission, without adequate protection;
· Close unprotected contact with a confirmed, probable or suspected case during the case’s infectious period.

· Laboratory-confirmed NIA H1N1: Diagnosis of NIA H1N1 virus through real-time RT-PCR or viral culture in a WHO-accredited laboratory.

· Area with community-level transmission: Please refer to the most recent information available from WHO, CDC or other reliable sources.

In the absence of such information, one of the following approaches may be used:

· Including all countries from the WHO list of affected areas;
· Including all areas from more detailed lists of affected areas, with preference for the most detailed level;
· Including at the current stage only Mexico and perhaps the rest of North America;

· Not including any area (i.e. it doesn’t matter where the case has been).

· Infectious period: 1 day before until 7 days after onset of illness. In cases with persisting ILI, this period extends until 24 hours after cessation of ILI symptoms.

