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TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
Much has happened since the last Bulletin: TecSec’s new Development Officer is already well-ensconced in his post; SBSTTA6 in Montreal has come and gone with BioNET-INTERNATIONAL and the LOOPs recommended to play a key role in the taxonomic capacity building activities of the Global Taxonomy Initiative’s Programme of Work; very positive discussions at SBSTTA6 with the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP) on future collaboration; BioNET has been awarded a major new Darwin Initiative project; and, our role in assisting with the capacity building requirements of implementing the Cartegena Biosafety Protocol is receiving increasing attention. Whilst TecSec will be fully stretched in pursuing all these initiatives and others, the LOOPs need to take ever more proactive roles in approaching the relevant people and institutions in their regions and locally.

Recent Developments
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL WINS MAJOR NEW DARWIN INITIATIVE AWARD FOR WORK IN CUBA

An exciting and imaginative project to computerise nature reserves in Cuba was one of 31 new Darwin Initiative Awards announced on 24 March by the UK Minister for the Environment. The project will collect computers discarded in Britain and distribute them amongst nature reserves and other organisations working with conservation of biological diversity in Cuba. At present virtually none of these reserves have computers while machines are being discarded in the UK by organisations and individuals whose computing needs have become more demanding. Nature Reserve staff will be trained in computer use and production of new management plans, databases and field-guides. Microscopes, cameras, video-cameras, scientific literature and other resources will also be gathered and distributed.

The project will also carry out biological survey work at three key sites in Cuba, while enlarging databases at central institutions in Havana already set up through an earlier Darwin Initiative project.  A range of high quality conventional and electronic scientific publications, including new websites, is expected to come out of the work. The award is worth more than £120,000 over 3 years

For further information about this new Darwin Initiative project contact the Project Manager, Dr Dave Minter: Email: d.minter@cabi.org
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL AND THE CARTAGENA BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL

Dr Connal Eardley represented SAFRINET and Dr Wanja Kinuthia represented EAFRINET at the First African Meeting on the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol in Nairobi, Kenya, 29-30 March 2001. This Protocol (www.biodiv.org/biosafety) is a Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) initiative agreed by Parties in January 2000. It is extremely important as it concerns all aspects of movement and trade of living modified organisms (LMO’s) being developed by modern biotechnology. 

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL has an important role to play in the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol. Apart from the need for taxonomic capacity and services, the CBD advocates the use of existing structures, networks and a regional approach. The LOOPs fulfil these three criteria, have been recommended to fulfil the function of networking on other CBD initiatives and therefore can promote themselves as highly effective mechanisms for assisting with the implementation of the Biosafety Protocol. The LOOP coordinators are strongly urged to enquire about similar meetings in their regions and to recommend the use of LOOP structures for the implementation of the Biosafety Protocol.

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

The date of the World Biodiversity Day has been changed from 29 December to 22 May. The Secretariat will post publicity and awareness materials on the CBD website (www.biodiv.org). 

LOOPs are encouraged to initiate taxonomy and biodiversity activities to increase local awareness.

Calendar of Events 
13-17 May

2nd International Symposium: Information Technology Needs in Biodiversity Research.  Organised jointly by BIGCAT and the Russian Academy of Sciences, St Petersburg, Russia.

http://www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/updates.htm & http://www.zin.ru/conferences/itbd 

N.B:  Closing date for registration and abstracts was 15th March 2001

21 May-13 June

WAFRINET: Global Biodiversity Institute's Francophone Training Course on Biodiversity, Biotechnology and Law For West And Central African Francophones, Cotonou, The Republic of Benin. For more information please contact: In Benin Fax: +(229)-350-556, Dr. Braima James E-Mail: b.james@cgiar.org, or Dr. Georg Goergen E-Mail: g.goergen@cgiar.org, or Mr. Sognon Raymond Vodouhe E-Mail: r.vodouhe@cgiar.org. In the USA: Dr. John Kilama; Fax: 302-764-2809 E-mail: Jkilama@GBDI.org 

21-27 May
ASEANET: Training course on "Taxonomy of Parasitic Hymenoptera" NBCRC Central Regional Center, Kamphaeng Saen Campus, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. For information contact Director of NBCRC, e-mail agrkoc@nontri.ku.ac.th
22 May 

World Biodiversity Day. CBD Website: http://www.biodiv.org
4-6 June

ANDINONET: International Symposium on Research and Management of Neotropical Forests. Contact: Dr. Lily O. Rodriguez, APECO, Parque Jose de Acosta 187, Lima 17, Magdalena, PERU. T: 51 1 264 5804; 51 1 264 0094; Fax: 51 1 264 3027; lilyrodriguez@terra.com.pe; web: http://barrioperu.terra.com.pe/apeco/
4-8 June 

EAFRINET: “Pests and Vectors Management in Africa” conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  For details contact the Ethiopian NACI Dr Fassil Kebebew. Tel: 251 1 612 244, Fax: 251 1 613 722; email: fassilkeb@hotmail.com
8-9 June

Association of Systematics Collections Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA. Travel grants available for developing country participants. Contact Dr Bobbie Faulzeitler, faulzeitler@ascoll.org; web: http://www.ascoll.org 

23-27 July

EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China. For details contact interim NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
14-17 August
The 4th Asia Pacific Conference of Entomology. Contact: Prof. Dr. Idris Abd. Ghani, School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Technology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor MALAYSIA. Tel: 6-03-89292973, 6-03-89261549; Fax: 6-03-89253357; e-mail: idrisgh@ukm.my Online registration form http://202.185.54.145/conf/apce.html; website: http://www.mapps.org.my/mapps/APCE.html,
17-21 September

Asian International Mycological Congress 2001 (AIMC 2001), at the Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute, Tehran, Iran. Contact Dr. R. Zare, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, IRAN, Tel: +98 (21) 2403688, Fax: +98 (21) 2400645, Email: r-zare@areeo.or.ir or c-2001@areeo.or.ir; web: http://www.areeo.or.ir 
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Montreal, Canada. See CBD website: http://www.biodiv.org
12-17 November

WAFRINET: Preliminary announcement, Second International Workshop of African Network of Research on Bruchids (ANERB), Cotonou, Benin.  Recent developments in Crop Pre-and Post-Harvest Pest Management Practices in Africa. 

Contact: Togo NACI: Professor Adolé Isabelle Glitho, Email: iglitho@tg.refer.org
New Publications

New Books:

Minter, D., Rodríguez Hernández, M. and Mena Portale, J. (2001) Fungi of the Caribbean: An Annotated Checklist. ISBN 0 9540169 0 4.  All members of the team who produced this book recorded their thanks to the UK Darwin Initiative for making the project possible.  Thanks were also recorded to BioNET-INTERNATIONAL for their contribution towards the cost of distributing the book in CARINET member countries. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Agosti, D. et al (eds.) 2000 Ants: Standard methods for measuring and monitoring biodiversity. ISBN 1-56098-885-1

Fellowships
EAFRINET’s second Fellow has just begun a three-month tenure with SAFRINET at the Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria, South Africa. Mr. Kidane Negassi is a research entomologist with the Ministry of Agriculture, in Eritrea. One of only two qualified entomologists in the country, he has an M.Sc. from Ukraine University. His speciality is crop-pests, in particular IPM of cereal crops. He sees his period of training at PPRI as an opportunity to become more familiar with the taxonomy of various primary pest groups, particularly sorghum stalk-borers, stored-product pests and thrips. On his return to Eritrea he plans to revive an old insect collection that has been neglected, and build it into a useful national reference collection.

LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

New NACI – Jamaica: Mr Timon Williamson, Email: bodlesresearch@cwjamaica.com4
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

Dr Connal Eardley represented SAFRINET at the First African Meeting on the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol in Nairobi, Kenya, 29-30 March 2001.

Drs Nick King and Connal Eardley will be visiting the SAFRINET Chair and Botswana National Coordinator, the Director of SACCAR and others on 17-19 April 2001.
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Richard Vernon: RichardV@spc.int
EAFRINET

Dr Wanja Kinuthia represented EAFRINET at the First African Meeting on the Cartagena Biosafety Protocol in Nairobi, Kenya, 29-30 March 2001.

Mr Kidane Negassi, an entomologist from the Ministry of Agriculture, Eritrea has started a 3-month BioNET Fellowship at the Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria, South Africa. 

Mr Tekleab Mesghena, Director General of the Department of Environment and CBD focal point for Eritrea participated in the SBSTTA6 Meeting held in Montreal, Canada from 12 - 16 March. 

Dr Bissrat Ghebru, former NACI for Eritrea is back in office after an 18-month secondment to the University of California, San Diego. She will soon resume her NACI role from the incumbent Marco Pedulli.

The NACI for Eritrea is planning a one-day workshop in early May in Asmara (College of Agriculture and Aquatic Sciences) to discuss a more systematic approach to museum and herbarium collections. The workshop will focus on creating a centralised Museum of Natural History in Eritrea.

Contact Details for Eritrea NACI: Mr Marco Pedulli: Marco@marine.uoa.edu.er
Zanzibar have implemented quarterly NACI meetings (this is great!).  Minutes of the meetings are available.

Contact Zanzibar NACI: Dr (Mrs) Mwatima A Juma: zarc@zitec.org

Kenya will hold its first National workshop on Pollinators under the umbrella of the Kenya Pollinators Initiative, a subsidiary of the International Pollinators Initiative (IPI).  This will be followed by a regional “Africa Pollinators Workshop" in August/September 2001 in Nairobi, sponsored by FAO. This Workshop will be organised by EAFRINET, SAFRINET and ICIPE. For further information on the IPI and/or the Africa Pollinators Initiative contact: Dr. Connal Eardley vrehcde@plant5.agric.za or Dr. John Mbaya: ncst@insightkenya.com  

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my;

Or: Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Dr Wouter Los of the Zoological Museum of Amsterdam has a new Email address: los@science.uva.nl

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg (PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS): ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASTASIANET

23-27 July

EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China. For details contact interim NECI.

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NeurasiaNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
FORUM
THAT ELUSIVE DATABASE PROGRAMME

From Dr Christopher Starr, UWI, Trinidad (CARINET):

I had hoped that we would reach a consensus on this question by the end of 2000 and be ready to swiftly develop a specimen database programme for general use by BioNET-associated collections.  By now, it seems to me, we should already have the programme in implementation by some collections, yet we remain at the initial discussion stage.

Having read Dick Vernon's opinion and the longer paper that he cited, I am convinced that we have been discussing at cross-purposes.  Specifically, Dick's long experience in developing information systems for agriculture are not readily applicable - and perhaps even largely irrelevant - to what the LOOPs need. One signal benefit of Dick's paper is in setting forth the relative advantages of the various types of systems.  As indicated, for our purposes the choice is between a "ready-made system" and a "generalized application package", and this is precisely where we seem to disagree.  In line with Mervyn Mansell's view, I think it is plain that we ought to take a generalized database programme and adapt it to our needs, rather than taking one of the several available ready-made programmes.  Dick's own discussion of relative advantages seems to me to corroborate this.

The database needs of all but the largest BioNET-associated collections are much narrower than those addressed by the agricultural information systems of Dick's paper, such that a simple, almost one-dimensional programme should suit us very well.  I think this is where the basic misunderstanding lies. A specimen database such as we need treats just three kinds of information: a) locality; b) identification, and c) specimen status.  No fancy cross-referencing or links to other sources of information is called for, and it should certainly not be allowed to clutter the system.  I see no reason why a single programme should not serve the various collections well, with only minor local alteration. 

There is a basic irony here that I would like to note in passing.  One is immediately cautious of the relevance to BioNET of any system developed for agriculture.  After all, BioNET is about biodiversity, while the central purpose of modern agriculture is to reduce biodiversity to a very low level. The irony is that when it comes to database requirements, those of taxonomy are strikingly undiverse.

Contact: Dr Christopher Starr email: ckstarr99@hotmail.com
All contributions to this FORUM discussion to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

JUNE BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 11th May please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its new format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.
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