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JULY - 2001

TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
It has been another hectic month since the last Bulletin. Firstly, a very successful BIGCAT meeting in St Petersburg, attended by Richard, myself and four LOOP representatives (a full report is being prepared for the June Newsletter). Second was Chairing the Biodiversity stream at the International Association of Impact Assessment Conference in Colombia, where we are preparing inputs on Biodiversity in Impact Assessment for the forthcoming SBSTTA 7 meeting in Montreal in November, at the request of the CBD Secretariat. Following this was participation in a Sustainable Management of Tropical Forests meeting in Peru, accompanied by Prof Jose Clavijo, Interim Coordinator for ANDINONET, with very positive discussions on the establishment of this LOOP.  Finally was participation in the National Scientific Collections Alliance meeting in Chicago, a very useful forum for linking BioNET’s LOOPs with expert institutions in the US and potential funders. Richard in the meantime was in Nairobi working with EAFRINET to develop an Action Plan for this LOOP. In the absence of both of us, Cindy has ably kept TecSec functioning at Egham. We hope we’re managing to keep up with everything and all of your communications – please let us know if we’re not!

Calendar of Events 
29 June

Mid-year BioNET Fund Supervisory Board Meeting, TecSec, Egham, UK. Contact: nking@bionet-intl.org
22- 26 July
An International Conference (in practically all fields of sciences) to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Independence of Eritrea, Asmara, Eritrea. Contact Uoldelul Chelati, E-mail: uoldelul@asmara.uoa.edu.er
9-14 July

Workshop on Information Technologies Application to Problems of Biodiversity Dynamics of Ecosystems in North Eurasia, Novosibirsk, Siberia, Russia.  Contact Konstantin Baikov kbaikov@mail.ru 
23-27 July

EASTASIANET LOOP Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China. Contact Interim Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Zoological Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences. huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
14-17 August
The 4th Asia Pacific Conference of Entomology. Contact: Prof. Dr. Idris Abd. Ghani, School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Technology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor MALAYSIA. Tel: 6-03-89292973, 6-03-89261549; Fax: 6-03-89253357; e-mail: idrisgh@ukm.my Online registration form http://202.185.54.145/conf/apce.html; website: http://www.mapps.org.my/mapps/APCE.html,
20-24 August
International Seminar on Pest Management for Sustainable Agriculture, Cuba. Contact: Alfonso Lizárraga or Héctor Velasquez Email: raaaper@terra.com.pe 

Seminario Internacional - Manejo Ecológico de Plagas para una Agricultura Sostenible, Cuba. Dirigirse a Alfonso Lizárraga y/o Héctor Velasquez mailto:raaaper@terra.com.pe
September 

First International Symposium on the Biological Control of Arthropods, September, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. Contact: Roy Van Driesche, Dept of Entomology, Fernald Hall, UMASS, Amherst, MA, 01003, USA.

17-21 September

Asian International Mycological Congress 2001 (AIMC 2001), Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute, Tehran, Iran. Contact Dr. R. Zare, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, IRAN, Tel: +98 (21) 2403688, Fax: +98 (21) 2400645, Email: r-zare@areeo.or.ir or c-2001@areeo.or.ir; web: http://www.areeo.or.ir 
2-8 November 
Wilderness & Human Communities – The Spirit of the 21st Century, 7th World Wilderness Congress Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Contact: Alan Watson awatson@fs.fed.us or Janet Sproull, jsproull@fs.fed.us Fax 406/542-4196 www.wilderness.net/leopold
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Montreal, Canada. See CBD website:  http://www.biodiv.org/convention/sbstta.asp
12-17 November

WAFRINET: Second International Workshop of African Network of Research on Bruchids (ANERB), Cotonou, Benin.  Recent developments in Crop Pre-and Post-Harvest Pest Management Practices in Africa.  Contact: Togo NACI: Professor Adolé Isabelle Glitho, Email: iglitho@tg.refer.org
26-28 November
An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. For 

details contact Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: azieb@asmara.uoa.edu.er
18-22 March 2002

International Symposium on Pest Risk Analysis/Simposio Internacional sobre Análisis de Riesgo de Plagas.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Contact: Ing. Alejandra Elizalde Jimėnez, Email: dgsv.ariesgo@sagar.gob.mx



8-20 May, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, Amsterdam. http://www.biodiv.org
8-13 July 2002

BIGW3 - The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Workshop, Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
9-15 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10). http://www.un.org/rio+10/
Publications

TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if anyone would like to receive a copy please let us know and we will be happy to send you one.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to BioNET-INTERNATIONAL and other international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

CARINET, through its database manager Ms. Omaira Avila Rostant and supported by BioNET- INTERNATIONAL participated in the BIGCAT Symposium (Information Technology in Biodiversity Research) held in St. Petersburg - Russia 14-17 May 2001. The Symposium provided the opportunity to share with other NECIs and Institutions CARINET's IT strategy and to learn of the new technologies that are available to assist CARINET to properly establish its web database. In this regards assistance has and is being provided by ETI (http://www.eti.uva.nl) and ECOPORT (http://www.ecoport.org) 
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

The SAFRINET Co-ordinator will travel to Kenya and Europe during July to further develop the African Pollinator Initiative. This will involve visits to Brussels, Amsterdam, Bonn and Berlin. Collaboration between SAFRINET, EAFRINET and EUROLOOP in the conservation of pollinators is developing momentum. Participation by other LOOPs in this exciting BioNET partnership is encouraged. The help of persons who can translate a short document on pollinators (about 10 pages) into Spanish and French is desperately needed.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

In Pacific islands, agriculture and the environment are a continuum.  It is in this holistic context that the SPC Plant Protection Service (PPS; www.spc.int/pps) supports Pacific Island countries’ and territories’ efforts to prevent incursions by invasive alien species and to manage those that become established in 22 Pacific Island countries.  Activities include the development and training of national quarantine staff in import risk analysis; development of national pest emergency response plans; eradication programmes; surveillance networks; diagnostics support and development of pest management systems, based on biological control. SPC-PPS also acts as the Secretariat for the Pacific Plant Protection Organisation, the coordinating body in the Pacific for the International Plant Protection Convention. 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Richard Vernon: RichardV@spc.int
EAFRINET

The Department of Forestry and Cash Crops, one of our NIs, is engaged in ethnobotanical studies in eight villages around the Jozani natural forest reserve, identifying tree species related to human uses. The NACI contributed 100 litres of fuel with funds leftover after the National workshop. Other contributions are from UNESCO and the Government of Tanzania. NACI-Zanzibar has been active and participated fully in this year’s "World Environment Day" activities.

Contact: NACI Dr (Mrs) Mwatima A. Juma Fax: 255-54-233017; email: Zarc@zitec.org

Richard Smith, BioNET's new Development Officer, visited EAFRINET from June 3rd - 8th.  Richard, the Network Coordinator and LOOP Chair worked up an Action Plan for the LOOP.  Meetings were also held with donors in Nairobi to introduce EAFRINET to them and better understand the areas of interest for each donor.  Further useful discussions on BOZONET and the mechanism for developing projects within EAFRINET were held with the Kenyan National Coordinator and others.  Further details from NECI. 

A series of identification keys to the mammals of Tanzania are available on the web (www.devdirection.com/tanzania/intro.html soon to change to www.fmnh.org) in both Swahili and English.  Interested people are encouraged to contact the author, Bill Stanley at the Field Museum, Chicago (tanzaniakey@fmnh.org) who would appreciate feedback.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASTASIANET

23-27 July, EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China.

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to this discussion FORUM to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

AUGUST BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 12th July please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.
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