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The Global Network for Taxonomy

Monthly Bulletin

AUGUST - 2001

TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
Welcome to the August 2001 Bulletin – the first month of our second year of publication! The Bulletin has proved a great success and new requests to be added to the emailing list come in every month. Please continue to forward the Bulletin to anyone who may be interested, and feel free to forward new addresses to TecSec. Also, please keep your contributions coming!

Probably the most significant event since the last Bulletin was the BioNET Fund Supervisory Board Mid-Year meeting on 29th June here at Egham. The Board approved the provisional strategic plan and budget for the Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Workshop (BIGW3), based on a theme of ‘Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’. As such, we hope to include all the players in taxonomy, from taxonomists themselves, through international capacity building initiatives such as the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to the end-users such as the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP) and international conservation agencies like the IUCN.  Having attempted to bring all the disparate provider- and user-groups together, we will work to make BIGW3 the basis for a global partnershipping strategy amongst all stakeholders, for overcoming the ‘Taxonomic Impediment’. This includes making provision for the various funders to state their requirements, as well as offer a forum for the role of technology in capacity building, for example EcoPort, the GBIF and the Clearing House Mechanism of the CBD.  Much of TecSec’s capacity over the next year will necessarily be focussed on ensuring adequate buy-in, participation and funding to ensure BIGW3 successfully delivers on this promise. We greatly look forward to playing a catalysing role in such an ambitious undertaking and working in partnership with so many different stakeholders on this – the broader the participation, the better! Please contact us if you’re interested in participating or can suggest individuals and/or organisations who could contribute to the success of BIGW3.

Within the next month, the most important activity underway in the LOOPs is the EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop in Beijing. We look forward to a very successful meeting with participants from China, Japan, North Korea, South Korea and Mongolia, as well as the GTI Programme Officer and a representative from ASEANET. A new member of the global network family is most welcome and on behalf of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL I offer full appreciation to all those concerned for all their hard work in bringing this Workshop to fruition.

Best wishes

Nick

New Developments

GBIF Secretariat to be hosted by Denmark

A significant step towards developing a comprehensive resource for scientific information on the world’s biodiversity was achieved on 17th June with the selection of the host country for the Secretariat of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF). Following a comprehensive and rigorous bidding process, Denmark was eventually selected. GBIF is an international coordinating body devoted to gathering and computerising biodiversity information from around the world and making these data freely available on the Internet. It was formally established in March 2001 and currently has 20 Voting (country) Participants and 14 Associate (non-voting) Participants, including BioNET-INTERNATIONAL. A full listing of the GBIF membership and further information can be found at the GBIF web site (www.gbif.org).

Calendar of Events 
23-27 July

EASTASIANET LOOP Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China. Contact Interim Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Zoological Institute, Chinese Academy of Sciences. huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
14-17 August
The 4th Asia Pacific Conference of Entomology. Contact: Prof. Dr. Idris Abd. Ghani, School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Technology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor MALAYSIA. Tel: 6-03-89292973, 6-03-89261549; Fax: 6-03-89253357; e-mail: idrisgh@ukm.my Online registration form http://202.185.54.145/conf/apce.html; website: http://www.mapps.org.my/mapps/APCE.html,
20-24 August
International Seminar on Pest Management for Sustainable Agriculture, Cuba. Contact: Alfonso Lizárraga or Héctor Velasquez Email: raaaper@terra.com.pe 

Seminario Internacional - Manejo Ecológico de Plagas para una Agricultura Sostenible, Cuba. Dirigirse a Alfonso Lizárraga y/o Héctor Velasquez mailto:raaaper@terra.com.pe
September 

First International Symposium on the Biological Control of Arthropods, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. Contact: Roy Van Driesche, Dept of Entomology, Fernald Hall, UMASS, Amherst, MA, 01003, USA.

12-15 September
6th International Conference, Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions (EMAPi), Loughborough University, UK. See: www.lboro.ac.uk/research/cens/invasives/emapi.htm Contact: Lois Child, L.E.Child@lboro.ac.uk

17-21 September

Asian International Mycological Congress 2001 (AIMC 2001), Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute, Tehran, Iran. Contact Dr. R. Zare, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, IRAN, Tel: +98 (21) 2403688, Fax: +98 (21) 2400645, Email: r-zare@areeo.or.ir or c-2001@areeo.or.ir; web: http://www.areeo.or.ir 
1-10 October

10 day Postgraduate Biodiversity Course, Managua, Nicaragua. Cost US$300. Contact: Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext 193 or 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni or ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
Curso de Post Grado de Biodiversidad, Managua. Duración 10 días. Costo US$300. Para mayor información comunicarse al Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext 193 ó 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni ó ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
15-17 October

Biotechnology & Sustainable Development: Voices of the South and the North. An International Conference, Egypt. Contact: Dr Ismail Serageldin, egybio2001@hotmail.com
2-8 November 
Wilderness & Human Communities – The Spirit of the 21st Century, 7th World Wilderness Congress Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Contact: Alan Watson awatson@fs.fed.us or Janet Sproull, jsproull@fs.fed.us Fax 406/542-4196 www.wilderness.net/leopold
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Montreal, Canada. See CBD website:  http://www.biodiv.org/convention/sbstta.asp
12-17 November

WAFRINET: Second International Workshop of African Network of Research on Bruchids (ANERB), Cotonou, Benin.  Recent developments in Crop Pre-and Post-Harvest Pest Management Practices in Africa.  Contact: Togo NACI: Professor Adolé Isabelle Glitho, Email: iglitho@tg.refer.org
26-28 November
An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: azieb@asmara.uoa.edu.er
20th March 2002

Earth Day 2002, http://www.earthsite.org/
18-22 March 2002

V Congreso Argentino de Entomologia 2002 in Buenos Aires. Contact Email: vcae@bg.fcen.uba.ar and http://biolo.bg.fcen.uba.ar/vcae.htm
18-22 March 2002

International Symposium on Pest Risk Analysis / Simposio Internacional sobre Análisis de Riesgo de Plagas.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Contact: Ing. Alejandra Elizalde Jimėnez, Email: dgsv.ariesgo@sagar.gob.mx



8-20 May, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, Amsterdam. http://www.biodiv.org
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Pine Bay Holiday Resort, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688, Email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
8-13 July 2002

BIGW3 - The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Workshop, Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
8-13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI) organised by the Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
2-11 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10). http://www.un.org/rio+10/
Publications
Traditional Food plants of Kenya (1999). P. Maundu, G. W. Ngugi and C.H. S. Kabuye

English Press Limited, Enterprise Road, P. O. Box 30127, Nairobi Kenya.ISBN 9966-9861-4-6

The Land Snails of Kakamega Forest in Kenya (2001).  Charles Lange & Koen Maes. Africa Journal of Ecology 39: 219-222.  East African Wildlife Society.

TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if anyone would like to receive a copy please let us know and we will be happy to send you one.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
ETI’s World Biodiversity Database CD-ROM Series

The latest CD in this series: Insecten van Europa by Heiko Bellmann and Wijnand R.B. Heitmans is now available.

Contact: info@eti.uva.nl;  http://www.eti.uva.nl
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

· Upgrading of the National Reference Collections has started in Trinidad & Tobago, and will be extended to other Member Countries with the assistance of FAVACA and the EC-CARIFORUM IPM project.

· CARDI, Barbados Museum and Historical Society (BMHS) and MoA have agreed to combine their insect collections into one at the BMHS.  Funds are being sought from various sources.

· A joint CIPMNET/CARINET Annual Technical Meeting is planned for September, in Grenada.

· An FAO Plant Quarantine workshop for preparation of datasheets is planned for November 2001.
· The Co-ordinator will present a paper at the Caribbean Food Crops Society 37th Annual meeting to be held in Port of Spain, Trinidad. The title of the paper - "The role of CARINET in Regional Phytosanitary Development".
· Dr. Alain Kermarrec- Director of Research INRA, Guadeloupe will visit the CARINET NECI from 13th - 17th July to present a paper on "Biosystematic activities in the French West Indies" including the work being undertaken with root knot nematodes.
ECOPORT now in the Caribbean
Ms Omaira Avila Rostant, Assistant to the NECI Coordinator, was the third LOOP EcoPort-Fellow. Omaira spent two weeks with the EcoPort team at FAO in Rome receiving training in the use of EcoPort and Web page design and working on a project to integrate three CARINET databases within EcoPort (www.ecoport.org). Omaira's training stint was made possible through the generosity of FAO and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL. 
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

The Co-ordinator is currently visiting with ETI (Amsterdam) and Bonn University for development of Afrotropical bee identification software. 

An African Pollionators Initiative meeting is in the planning stages with FAO. 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Richard Vernon: RichardV@spc.int
EAFRINET

Dr. Wanja Kinuthia attended “Managing Agricultural Resources for Biodiversity Conservation”, a workshop to develop a guide to best practices, 3-5 July 2001, Nairobi, Kenya which was organised by the Environment Liaison Centre International.

Mr. Charles Lange of NMK attended a 4 month course (Feb–June 2001) on Research Methodology at the Danish Bilharziasis Laboratory (DBL) in Denmark.

The Kenya Society of Ethoecology will hold a workshop in Kitui Town, Kenya on 9th and 10th August on “Sharing Experience in Indigenous Knowledge Documentation & Community Biodiversity Management´.

Stakeholders Workshop (14th –15th August 2001) on Traditional Vegetable Plants.  Maseno University, Kenya. Sponsored by Soil and Water Conservation Branch, Ministry of Agriculture.

EAFRINET is closely involved in, ‘the African Pollinators Initiative’ (API) being co-coordinated by Dr. Connal Eardley, the SAFRINET Co-ordinator.  Kenya was the first country in EAFRINET to hold their national workshop, the ‘Kenya Pollinators Initiative’ workshop, the report is currently ‘in prep’.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

As agreed at the LCC meeting, ASEANET has acquired PC’s for two NACI’s, in the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, Myanmar, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Laos PDR.
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASTASIANET

23-27 July, EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China.

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

SEPTEMBER BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 13 August please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.
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