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TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
A very successful Formulation Workshop was held in Beijing for EASIANET (note: delegates chose to name the new LOOP EASIANET rather than EASTASIANET).  We have just put the finishing touches to the LOOP Formulation Proposal document emanating from the discussions at the workshop, and this is now on its way to member countries for their approval and endorsement. We look forward to announcing the formal establishment of EASIANET just as soon as we have endorsement from the first 3 member countries. 

Summer seems to be the time for visits in the UK, and over the past two weeks we have had Dr Chris Lyal, the Acting GTI Programme Officer with us for a day working through the final draft of the EASIANET Proposal and ensuring the Work Programmes meet the needs of the GTI Programme of Work.  We then had a visit by Dr Tonie Putter of EcoPort (www.ecoport.org) to discuss the free hosting of LOOP websites and in particular the development of a taxonomic component within EcoPort. TecSec also met with Alan Rogers (BOZONET) to discuss how EAFRINET can support the implementation of this 10 year taxonomic capacity building project in East Africa (see EAFRINET).  Finally, a visit by Dr Badrul Babhuiya of Chittagong University, Bangladesh, the nominated NACI for Bangladesh once SACNET (the South Asia LOOP) becomes established.  Later this month, I will be meeting with Dr Bobbie Faul-Zietler, Executive Secretary of the National Systematics Collections Alliance of the USA to discuss the possible establishment of NAmeriLOOP, the North American equivalent of EuroLOOP, the consortium of expert institutions who hold materials and expertise of importance to the LOOPs.

Please keep your contributions coming – we’d really like to hear about activities amongst our ‘partners’ out there!

Best wishes

Nick

New Developments
New MoU’s:

Two new Memorandums of Understanding (MoU’s) are being drafted to promote collaborations between LOOPs and (1) the Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC; www.ippc.int) and (2) the BIOTA Programme (BIOTA is a 10 year German-funded biodiversity training and monitoring programme in Western, Southern and Eastern Africa; www.biota-africa.de/800/frames/biota-africa.htm).  The IPPC memorandum will identify opportunities and procedures for the IPPC Secretariat to work via the LOOPs to meet their data and logistical needs.  Representatives from the BIOTA programme have met with the EAFRINET and SAFRINET NECIs and agreed to seek active partnerships where appropriate.  For further information contact the relevant NECIs (see below).

World Taxonomists Database:

Further to previous notification on this initiative, TecSec has sent out some 1700 letters and emails over the past two months to contacts on a previously compiled (but now redundant) taxonomists database to request self-registration on the WTD.  TecSec is not able to register you on this database - it is up to each individual to register and maintain your own record on this free system by visiting http://www.eti.uva.nl/database/WTD.html and following either the "Submit Information" or "Update Information" links.  Many people in the LOOPs have expressed an interest in being listed in a database of experts – here’s your chance…REGISTER TODAY!  The more who register, the greater the value of this database, so please seriously consider registering yourself.

GRULAC Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing-House (4-6 September 2001) and Workshop on the CBD Clearing-House Mechanism (7 September), Lima, Peru

In response to various CBD Decisions and recommendations, Peru, on behalf of the Executive Secretary, is hosting this meeting and workshop for the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States.  The meeting is being convened to provide countries of the region with an opportunity to express their capacity building and financial requirements with regard to the establishment of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House.  The workshop will focus on the wider Clearing-House that supports implementation of the whole Convention, including the Global Taxonomy Initiative, and will provide countries of the region with an opportunity to express their needs and expectations with regard to the promotion and facilitation of technical and scientific cooperation.  See www.biodiv.org/bch/mtg-lac-01.asp and www.biodiv.org/chm/chm-rw-05.asp for further information, agendas and nomination forms.

Calendar of Events 
20-24 August
International Seminar on Pest Management for Sustainable Agriculture, Cuba. Contact: Alfonso Lizárraga or Héctor Velasquez Email: raaaper@terra.com.pe 

Seminario Internacional - Manejo Ecológico de Plagas para una Agricultura Sostenible, Cuba. Comunicarse con Alfonso Lizárraga y/o Héctor Velasquez Email: raaaper@terra.com.pe
30-31 August

Workshop on Biological Specimens and Data Management for Biodiversity Studies, National Science Museum, Shinjuku, Tokyo, Japan.  Contact: Junko Shimura, Email: junko@nies.go.jp
September 

First International Symposium on the Biological Control of Arthropods, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. Contact: Roy Van Driesche, Dept of Entomology, Fernald Hall, UMASS, Amherst, MA, 01003, USA.

4-6 September

GRULAC Regional Meeting On The Biosafety Clearing-House, Lima, Peru.  See: www.biodiv.org/bch/mtg-lac-01.asp 

7 September

Latin America and Caribbean Regional Meeting on the CBD Clearing-House Mechanism, Lima, Peru.  See: www.biodiv.org/chm/chm-rw-05.asp  

10-14 September

GBIF Governing Board meeting, Paris,  France.

See: http://www.gbif.org
12-15 September
6th International Conference, Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions (EMAPi), Loughborough University, UK. See: www.lboro.ac.uk/research/cens/invasives/emapi.htm Contact: Lois Child: L.E.Child@lboro.ac.uk
17-21 September

Asian International Mycological Congress 2001 (AIMC 2001), Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute, Tehran, Iran. Contact Dr. R. Zare, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, IRAN, Tel: +98 (21) 2403688, Fax: +98 (21) 2400645, Email: r-zare@areeo.or.ir or c-2001@areeo.or.ir; web: http://www.areeo.or.ir 
1-10 October

10 day Postgraduate Biodiversity Course, Managua, Nicaragua. Cost US$300. Contact: Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext 193 or 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni or ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
Curso de Post Grado de Biodiversidad, Managua. Duración 10 días. Costo US$300. Para mayor información comunicarse al Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext 193 ó 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni ó ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
8th October
ASEANET: CABI-SEARC in collaboration with UPM will be organising a one-day Seminar: Mites of Agricultural and Medical Importance at the Legend Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Contact: Dr. Loke Wai Hong. Tel: 60-3-89432921/ 3641, Fax: 60-3-89436400, e-mail: LOKE@cabi.org)

8-20 October

ASEANET: UPM in collaboration with CABI-SEARC will be organising a Training Course: Phytophagous and Predatory Mites: Identification, Biology and Control at UPM, Serdang, Selangor, Malaysia. Contact: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dzolkhifli Omar Tel: 60-3-89486101 ext. 2628, Fax: ++60-3-86560698, e-mail: zolkifli@agri.upm.edu.my)

15-17 October

Biotechnology & Sustainable Development: Voices of the South and the North. An International Conference, Egypt. Contact: Dr Ismail Serageldin, egybio2001@hotmail.com
2-8 November 
Wilderness & Human Communities – The Spirit of the 21st Century, 7th World Wilderness Congress, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Contact: Alan Watson awatson@fs.fed.us or Janet Sproull, mailto:jsproull@fs.fed.us Fax 406/542-4196 http://www.wilderness.net/leopold
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Montreal, Canada. See CBD website:  http://www.biodiv.org/convention/sbstta.asp
12-17 November

WAFRINET: Second International Workshop of African Network of Research on Bruchids (ANERB), Cotonou, Benin.  Recent developments in Crop Pre-and Post-Harvest Pest Management Practices in Africa.  Contact: Togo NACI: Professor Adolé Isabelle Glitho, Email: mailto:iglitho@tg.refer.org
26-28 November
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: azieb@asmara.uoa.edu.er
20th March 2002

Earth Day 2002, http://www.earthsite.org/
18-22 March 2002

V Congreso Argentino de Entomologia 2002 in Buenos Aires. Contact Email: vcae@bg.fcen.uba.ar and http://biolo.bg.fcen.uba.ar/vcae.htm
18-22 March 2002

International Symposium on Pest Risk Analysis / Simposio Internacional sobre Análisis de Riesgo de Plagas.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Contact: Ing. Alejandra Elizalde Jimėnez, Email: dgsv.ariesgo@sagar.gob.mx



8-20 May, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, the Netherlands. http://www.biodiv.org
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Pine Bay Holiday Resort, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688, Email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
8-13 July 2002

BIGW3 - The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Workshop, Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Theme:  ‘Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’.
8-13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI) organised by the Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
2-11 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10).http://www.johannesburgsummit.org; www.earthsummit2002.org  

Publications
A Multimedia Guide to the “Lizards of Borneo". Contact: Lim Kooi Fong, Managing Publisher ARBEC. Tel: 603-78821158, Fax: 603-7065966, Web: http://www.arbec.com.my

 HYPERLINK "http://www.arbec.com.my/" 
http://www.arbec.com.my/
TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if anyone would like to receive a copy please let us know and we will be happy to send you one.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

SAFRINET, EAFRINET and EuroLOOP have communicated and met separately several times since BIGW2. This has resulted in the development of collaborative projects for taxonomic capacity building. These involve using available taxonomic expertise, in developed and developing countries, and technology available in EuroLOOP to build capacity for users in Africa. Two projects are being developed:

1. Electronic information on Afrotropical bees, including a catalogue of species, information sheets, electronic keys to genera and selected species, and computer automated identifications of selected species. This project is being conducted as part of the International Pollinator Initiative of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

2. Computer facilitated/automated identification of phytosanitary pests. This project will be workshopped in South Africa in October 2001. Phytosanitary services are the taxonomic user group in southern Africa that has voiced the greatest need for SAFRINET to build capacity. This project will link to the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP) because they have a common goal: prevention of the introduction of invasive species.
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Richard Vernon: RichardV@spc.int
EAFRINET

Alan Rogers (BOZONET), Nick King and Richard Smith (TecSec) met to identify how EAFRINET can support the implementation of the 10 year BOZONET (Botanical and Zoological Network) project in East Africa.  Preliminary discussions were very positive and we are moving forward with this.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

(see info on courses under Calendar of Events)
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; mailto:m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

OCTOBER BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 14th September please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.
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