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BioNET-INTERNATIONAL

The Global Network for Taxonomy

Monthly Bulletin

OCTOBER – 2001

Also available online: www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm

TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
Over the last month much has happened. We have held a very positive preliminary meeting with Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler, Executive Director of the National Science Collections Alliance (NSCA) in the US regarding the initiation of NAmeriLOOP, along the lines of EuroLOOP i.e. North-South collaboration. The NSCA represents the majority of science (and taxonomic) institutions in the US and we will continue to work on this partnership (see: http://www.nscalliance.org). At the end of August, I attended, together with Dr Chris Lyal, GTI Programme Officer, and Prof. Da-Wei Huang, EASIANET Coordinator, the IBOY Asia/Oceania meeting in Japan (see details: http://www-sp2000ao.nies.go.jp/). We already have training course proposals involving the three Asia/Oceania LOOPs (EASIANET, PACINET and ASEANET) emanating from this meeting. I also attended the 3rd GBIF Governing Board meeting in Paris, where all the regulations for operationalising the GBIF Secretariat (financials, staff employment, etc) were finalised (see minutes and details on http://www.gbif.org). On 12th September, Richard Smith presented a paper on the Global Network at the 6th International Conference, Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions (EMAPi), Loughborough University, UK (see: www.lboro.ac.uk/research/cens/invasives/emapi.htm). Finally, we have received confirmation on the formalisation of PACINET (see LOOP notes), and NAFRINET have submitted a proposal to UNDP for their Formulation Workshop. We look forward to further developments in both these regions. The Bulletin is now also available in Spanish and French – please let us know if you would like to receive such language versions.

All the best

Nick

New Developments
Venezuela's new Arthropod National Reference Center

The Venezuelan Ministry of Science and Technology, through the National Council of Science, has awarded US$250 000 for the development of an Arthropod National Reference Centre. It will include networking some 90% of all arthropod taxonomists in Venezuela through six different institutions. This is an excellent catalyst for ANDINONET, because the Centre is being developed using the "BioNET-INTERNATIONAL philosophy" of pooling, sharing and optimising resources. 

Contact Details for ANDINONET interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

Over the next 9 months the Millennium Assessment will be recruiting several staff for its distributed Secretariat.  The Secretariat will eventually involve staff based in Penang, Malaysia; Cambridge, U.K.; Paris, France; Washington DC, USA; Nairobi, Kenya and several other cities.  They would welcome assistance in finding candidates for these positions as they are advertised, primarily on the MA website: http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.htm 

Contact: Dr Walter Reid, Director, Email: info@millenniumassessment 
Japanese Knotweed Listserver

A side meeting at the recent 6th International Conference on the Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions agreed to set up a discussion list to facilitate communication by all who are working on Japanese Knotweed and related species.

There are 2 ways to join:

1. Visit the listserver webpage at http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/japanese-knotweed.html click on the Join list link and follow the instructions.  This is the easiest option and also allows access to list archives etc

2. If you do not have access to the Internet, but do have email, send a message to jiscmail@jiscmail.ac.uk with the following line in the body of the email message (leave the subject blank): join japanese-knotweed YourFirstName YourSecondName

Contact: Dr Jon Huckle jhuckle@liverpool.ac.uk
This Bulletin is now available in English, Spanish and French

This Bulletin is, FOR A TRIAL PERIOD ONLY, available in three languages, both by email and on the web (www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm).  Translation is costly so if you think that we should continue making the Bulletin available in Spanish and French then PLEASE LET US KNOW: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Calendar of Events 
24-28 September

Conservation of Biodiversity in the Andes and the Amazon Basin - Linking Science, NGOs and Local Communities”. Cuzco, Perú. Contact: Sigrun Lange. Tel. ++49 (0) 89 45911919, Fax. ++49 (0) 89 45911920, Email: Sigrun.Lange@inka-ev.de; web: http://www.inka-ev.de
28-29 September

Megadiverse Countries Workshop in Taxonomy, Mexico City, Mexico.  Contact: Alejandro Quiroz Soriano, Tel: 52 5528 9100, Fax: 52 5528 9131, Email: aquiroz@xolo.conabio.gob.mx: web: www.conabio.gob.mx
1-10 October

10 day Postgraduate Biodiversity Course, Managua, Nicaragua. Cost US$300. Contact: Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext. 193 or 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni or ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
Curso de Post Grado de Biodiversidad, Managua. Duración 10 días. Costo US$300. Para mayor información comunicarse al Lic.Janina Urcuyo, Tel: 267 0352, ext 193 ó 244, Fax: 267 0106, Email: janina@ns.uca.edu.ni ó ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
8th October
ASEANET: CABI-SEARC in collaboration with UPM will be organising a one-day Seminar: Mites of Agricultural and Medical Importance at the Legend Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Contact: Dr. Loke Wai Hong. Tel: 60-3-89432921/ 3641, Fax: 60-3-89436400, Email: LOKE@cabi.org)

8-20 October

ASEANET: UPM in collaboration with CABI-SEARC will be organising a Training Course: Phytophagous and Predatory Mites: Identification, Biology and Control at UPM, Serdang, Selangor, Malaysia. Contact: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dzolkhifli Omar Tel: 60-3-89486101 ext. 2628, Fax: ++60-3-86560698, Email: zolkifli@agri.upm.edu.my)

15-17 October

Biotechnology & Sustainable Development: Voices of the South and the North. An International Conference, Egypt. Contact: Dr Ismail Serageldin, egybio2001@hotmail.com
29 Oct – 2 November 

CGIAR International Centres Week. Washington, DC.  Contact: Tel: (1-202) 473-8951, Fax (1-202) 473-8110, Email: CGIAR@cgiar.com: web: www.cgiar.org
2-8 November 
Wilderness & Human Communities – The Spirit of the 21st Century, 7th World Wilderness Congress, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Contact: Alan Watson, awatson@fs.fed.us or Janet Sproull, mailto:jsproull@fs.fed.us Fax 406/542-4196 http://www.wilderness.net/leopold
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Montreal, Canada. See CBD website:  http://www.biodiv.org/convention/sbstta.asp
12-17 November

WAFRINET: Second International Workshop of African Network of Research on Bruchids (ANERB), Cotonou, Benin.  Recent developments in Crop Pre-and Post-Harvest Pest Management Practices in Africa.  Contact: Togo NACI: Professor Adolé Isabelle Glitho, Email: mailto:iglitho@tg.refer.org
26-28 November
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: azieb@asmara.uoa.edu.er
26- 30 November 
SAFRINET / EAFRINET / WAFRINET: Africa Pollinators Initiative (API) Workshop, Nairobi, Kenya.  Presentations will be on pollination biology case studies in Africa. Contact the API coordinator Dr Connal Eardley, vrehcde@plant5.agric.za or EARINET Coordinator, Dr Wanja Kinuthia on eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

21-24 January 2002

The Fourth Congress on Caribbean Biodiversity, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Original presentations in Spanish or English are invited on the topics of biosystematics, biogeography, ecology, conservation, bio-ethics, environmental education and sustainable development in the Caribbean. For information see the Congress website: http://caribbeanfish.org or contact Carlos M. Rodriguez: Email: carlosrguez96@hotmail.com
20th March 2002

Earth Day 2002, http://www.earthsite.org/
18-22 March 2002

V Congreso Argentino de Entomologia 2002 in Buenos Aires. Contact Email: vcae@bg.fcen.uba.ar and http://biolo.bg.fcen.uba.ar/vcae.htm
18-22 March 2002

International Symposium on Pest Risk Analysis / Simposio Internacional sobre Análisis de Riesgo de Plagas.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Contact: Ing. Alejandra Elizalde Jimėnez, Email: dgsv.ariesgo@sagar.gob.mx



8-20 May, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, The Netherlands. http://www.biodiv.org
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Pine Bay Holiday Resort, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688, Email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
8-13 July 2002

The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Taxonomy Workshop, Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Theme:  ‘Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’.
8-13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI). Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
2-11 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10).http://www.johannesburgsummit.org; www.earthsummit2002.org  

Publications
TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if you would like to receive a copy please contact us.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET
Database

Work on the database development continues to be the main focus of the network secretariat. The design of the Web pages (hosted by EcoPort) is nearing completion and the directory of experts, species and institutions are being entered (access currently requires a password; http://carinet.ecoport.org)

LCC Reps

Antigua and Barbuda have nominated Dr. Janil Gore, Phytopathologist, as their representative on the CARINET LCC.

 

Projects in the pipeline

- Regional Workshop in curation and collection management of insects and microorganisms. 


Sponsored by FAVA/CA, MoA (T&T), MCs.


Dates: Dec 3-14 2001 in Trinidad.

-. EC-CARIFORUM IPM Project will commence Nov. 1, when project co-ordinator Dr. Ernst Neering comes on board.

- Preparation of datasheets of pests and diseases of quarantine importance for FAO. Commencement date not yet finalised. 
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
The Coordinator is away on a month-long field trip in the North-West Cape.
PACINET

TecSec has received confirmation from SPREP (the South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme; www.sprep.org.ws/) that the Statement issued from the PACINET Workshop in Nadi, Fiji last year reiterating the need for PACINET in the South Pacific has formally been accepted by the CROP Agencies, who have assigned responsibility to SPREP to lead the implementation of PACINET.  Details are still to be finalised.

Contact TecSec
EAFRINET

KENYA
A training course on “Identification of Thrips Associated with Onion Ecosystems in Kenya”, was held at ICIPE from 21st 25th May 2001, sponsored by The Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation. The course produced a Thrips Identification Manual for Thrips Associated with Onions (Allium cepa) in Kenya; compiled by Michael Stiller, Biosystematic Division, ARC-Plant Protection Institute.  Dr. Susan Kimani, ICIPE was the Course Co-coordinator.

Dr. Esther Kioko, ICIPE, attended The Asia-Pacific Conference of Entomology: Entomology for a Dynamic and Borderless World, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 14-17 August 2001.

Mrs. Mary Gikungu, National Museums of Kenya attended a bee taxonomy course, August 2001, Southwestern Research Station (SWRS), Portal, Arizona, USA.  Mary is an Active member of the African Pollinators Initiative (API) and her knowledge will assist EAFRINET-LOOP members as well as the African region in bee taxonomy.  Contact: The Bee Course, Department of Entomology, American Natural History, Central Park West at 79th Street, New York, New York 10024-5192 USA.  www.idrivecom/beecourse/web or Ron McGinley rmeginley@geocites.com 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

(see info on courses under Calendar of Events)
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

On 22 November Dr Jose Clavijo will address the Bolivian Section of the International Union for the Study of Social Insects on "ANDINONET: A New Subregional Network of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL". San Cristóbal, Táchira, Venezuela.

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASIANET

TecSec has received the formal endorsement of EASIANET from the Mongolian Academy of Sciences on behalf of the Government of Mongolia. The Institute of Biology, MAS, has been officially designated as the NACI for Mongolia.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

SACNET

ACTIVITIES UNDER PROPOSED SACNET: TAXONOMIC INITIATIVES IN BANGLADESH

An Insect Collection Museum is being developed in the Department of Zoology at the University of Chittagong under a financial grant provided by the Ministry of Science and Technology of the Government of Bangladesh. This collection will hold all groups of insects collected throughout Bangladesh and a computerised inventory for biodiversity information for local insect fauna will be developed to serve as a reference for researchers from home and abroad. 

Contact: Prof Badrul Bhuiya, National Coordinator, Bangladesh: babhuiya@ctgu.edu
Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; mailto:m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Contact details for interim NECI: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

NOVEMBER BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 12 October please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.  Guidelines for contributors to the Bulletin and BioNET NEWS are available from TecSec.

This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact: TecSec web: www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
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