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TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
TecSec is increasingly directing our efforts to the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (3GTW), July 8-13 2002 and in the last month our focus has been on refining the Programme, discussing participation with invited speakers and potential funders and general logistics. It is crucial that we broadcast the right message and attract a broad range of stakeholders, especially the ‘end-users’ of taxonomic outputs to ensure ‘demand-driven’ capacity building. I have also been to the annual CGIAR Centres Week in Washington DC and the World Wilderness Congress in South Africa, and Richard Smith has attended SBSTTA 7 in Montreal. At all these meetings, we have not only been discussing the Global Network in general and capacity building projects as usual, but concentrating on getting wide participation and support at 3GTW.  The ‘Expressions of Interest’ in participation are pouring in, and we encourage all relevant institutions to nominate participants and take the opportunity at 3GTW to express your needs in terms of taxonomic outputs and capacity building.  The major area of concern right now is funding for developing country participants. Again, we encourage everyone to pursue all local avenues of possible support for their participation, whilst TecSec attempts to do so more widely as well as obtain sponsorships of the many activities at 3GTW. In this regard, we would like to invite all potential funders to contact us to discuss possible support of any aspect of the Workshop, including participation of delegates. 

All the best

Nick

New Developments

AFRICAN RENAI-‘SCIENCE’
African Renai-‘Science’ - a shared vision for life & environmental sciences in Africa.  An exploratory conference and workshop to discuss selected scientific topics and African participation in IUBS & SCOPE global programmes. 26-29 March 2002.  Topics include: African Biodiversity; African Seeds & the Millennium Seed Bank; Dread Diseases in Africa; Emerging Environmental Issues in Africa; Firewood; Indigenous African Resources; Integrative Biology; Long Term Ecological Research; Water Resources in Africa.  Contact: Prof. Dr. Himansu Baijnath (Snowy), Department of Botany; School of Life & Environmental Science; University of Durban-Westville; Private Bag X54001; Durban 4000, South Africa.  Tel: +27 031 2044464; Fax: +27 031 2044364; E-mail: snowy@pixie.udw.ac.za
CONFERENCE GRANTS TO THE UK
The British Academy invites applications for conference grants (£500 - £2,000).  Funds to assist with the expenses of conferences to be held in the UK.  Priority is given to bringing overseas speakers to the UK. Deadlines: 30 November 2001, 28 February 2002, 30 April 2002. Information: http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/bcg.html
THE MILLENNIUM ECOSYSTEM ASSESSMENT (MA)

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) is seeking nominations of social and natural scientists to participate as experts or reviewers in the MA process.  The Millennium Assessment is an exciting way for taxonomists worldwide to participate in an exercise with high political and societal impact.

The MA is a ground-breaking international assessment that will meet decision-makers' needs for scientific information on the consequences of ecosystem change for human wellbeing and on the response options available to address undesired changes. As a 'multi-scale' assessment, the MA will seek to provide global perspectives via information from the local, national and regional scale, and inform local perspectives with a global context. The MA is designed to assist with assessment needs of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Convention to Combat Desertification, Wetlands Convention and other users including the private sector, civil society, and indigenous peoples. 

The deadline for receipt of author nominations is 15 December 2001. Nominations for reviewers will be accepted through August 1, 2002.  See: http://www.millenniumassessment.org Contact: ash@millenniumassessment.org
ECOLOGICAL DATABASE OF THE WORLD'S INSECT PATHOGENS
The Ecological Database of the World's Insect Pathogens http://www.insectweb.inhs.uiuc.edu/pathogens/EDWIP/index.html is a good place to search known pathogens or nematodes of particular insects. Search can be by species or higher taxon.

CENTRAL AFRICAN BIODIVERSITY NETWORK

The Albertine Centre for Biodiversity and Environmental Conservation in Central Africa (CABEAC in French) has been founded in Bunia, on Lake Albert, DR Congo.  Initiated by local scientists wishing to contribute to the sustainable use and management of the environment and biodiversity in the sub-region, especially the Albertine Rift, an area characterised by high human densities.
CABEAC is a non-governmental, not-for-profit organisation, focussing on taxonomic knowledge, biodiversity databases and environmental protection programmes. Objectives include:
1. Inventory of biological resources and creation of taxonomic databases.

2. Bringing together scientists from Central Africa through a regional network.

3. Collaboration with scientists worldwide.

4. Development of biodiversity conservation programmes.

5. Promotion of environmental educational programmes for local communities

Contact: Prof. Dr. Dhetchuvi Jean-Baptiste, CABEAC Coordinator, P.O. Box 284 Butare, Rwanda. Email: jbdhetchuvi22@yahoo.com
ONLINE JOURNALS AND DATABASES 

The International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) has completed the first phase of the Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information (PERI), which aims at access and dissemination of scientific information and knowledge with and between developing countries. By the end of 2001, users in a wider range of countries in Africa, Asia, and Central America may access over 5,000 full-text journals in science, technology, medicine, social science and the humanities online, and document delivery through the British Library, at no cost to themselves. Visit: http://www.inasp.org.uk
This Bulletin has now been available in English, Spanish and French for three months, both by email and on our website (www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm). This is the last month of the TRIAL PERIOD. Translation is costly so if you think that we should continue making the Bulletin available in Spanish and French then PLEASE LET US KNOW, otherwise these will be discontinued: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Calendar of Events 
26-28 November – POSTPONED UNTIL JUNE 2002
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: azieb@asmara.uoa.edu.er
21-25 January 2001

Short-course on Plant Health Laboratories gerency. Hosted by The Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV). Havana City, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
21-24 January 2002

Fourth Congress on Caribbean Biodiversity, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Original presentations in Spanish or English are invited on the topics of biosystematics, biogeography, ecology, conservation, bio-ethics, environmental education and sustainable development in the Caribbean. For information see the Congress website: http://caribbeanfish.org or contact Carlos M. Rodriguez: Email: carlosrguez96@hotmail.com
11-15 February 2002 
SAFRINET/EAFRINET/WAFRINET: Africa Pollinators Initiative (API) Workshop, Nairobi, Kenya.  Focus on pollination biology case studies in Africa. Contact the API coordinator Dr Connal Eardley, vrehcde@plant5.agric.za or EAFRINET Coordinator, Dr Wanja Kinuthia on eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
16-20 March 2002 

Biotechnology & Sustainable Development: Voices of the South and the North. An International Conference, Egypt. Contact: Dr Ismail Serageldin, egybio2001@hotmail.com (Postponed from October 2001)
20th March 2002

Earth Day 2002, http://www.earthsite.org/
18-22 March 2002

V Congreso Argentino de Entomologia 2002 in Buenos Aires. Contact Email: vcae@bg.fcen.uba.ar and http://biolo.bg.fcen.uba.ar/vcae.htm
18-22 March 2002

International Symposium on Pest Risk Analysis / Simposio Internacional sobre Análisis de Riesgo de Plagas.

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. Contact: Ing. Alejandra Elizalde Jimėnez, Email: dgsv.ariesgo@sagar.gob.mx



26-28 March 2002 
SAFRINET / EAFRINET / WAFRINET /NAFRINET: African Renai-‘Science’ - a shared vision for life & environmental sciences in Africa. An exploratory conference and workshop to discuss selected scientific topics and African participation in IUBS & SCOPE global programmes. Contact: Prof. Dr. Himansu Baijnath (Snowy), Department of Botany; School of Life & Environmental Science; University of Durban-Westville; Private Bag X54001; Durban 4000, South Africa.  Tel: +27 031 2044464; Fax: +27 031 2044364; E-mail: snowy@pixie.udw.ac.za 

10-11 April 2002
Regional Symposium on Environment and Natural Resources, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Contacts: Prof. Dr. Mohamad Osman mbopar@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my Ms. Rohazaini Hassan pp1fst@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my Ms. Muzzneena Ahmad Mustapha muzz@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my 
8-20 May, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, The Netherlands. http://www.biodiv.org
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Pine Bay Holiday Resort, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688, Email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
JUNE 2002
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: Abdulkadir M. Dawod: dawod@caas.uoa.edu.er 

24-28 June 2002
First Latin-American Short-Course on Biological Control of Weeds, Montelimar, Nicaragua.  Organised by: University of Florida & Universidad Nacional Agraria de Nicaragua. Contact: J. Medal. University of Florida. E-mail: medal@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu Fax: (352) 392-0190

8-13 July 2002

The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Taxonomy Workshop (3rdGTW), Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Theme:  ‘Towards Sustainable Development: Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’.
8-13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI). Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
2-11 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10).http://www.johannesburgsummit.org; www.earthsummit2002.org  

Publications
ETI’S WORLD BIODIVERSITY DATABASE CD-ROM SERIES

The latest CD in this series is now available: Otoliths of North Sea Fish: Fish identification key by means of otoliths and other hard parts – M.F. Leopold, C.J.G. van Damme, C.J.M. Philippart, C.J.N. Winter. Contact: Fax: +31 20 5257238, Email: Secretary@eti.uva.nl http://www.eti.uva.nl
TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if you would like to receive a copy please contact us.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

Contact TecSec
EAFRINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

On 22 November Dr Jose Clavijo will address the International Union for the Study of Social Insects on "ANDINONET: A New Subregional Network of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL". San Cristóbal, Táchira, Venezuela.

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASIANET

Formal endorsement received from the Chinese govt on establishment of EASIANET and the role of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Zoology Institute as the NECI.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Contact details for interim NECI: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim contact: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

JANUARY 2002 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 12 DECEMBER please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.  Guidelines for contributors to the Bulletin and BioNET NEWS are available from TecSec.

This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact: TecSec web: www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
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