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Director’s Feedback
Two exceptionally positive items of news this month are BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s acceptance to membership of IUCN, the World Conservation Union (see New Developments below), and our increased collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) who are now supporting us with organising the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (3GTW) in recognition of the assistance the Workshop is anticipated to provide to implementation of various taxonomy-related CBD Decisions (see the Global Calendar on www.biodiv.org/events/). Both these events speak volumes for BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s shift from having initially a largely agricultural focus to joining the new school which sees agriculture as just one (albeit extremely important) use of natural resources within the whole sphere of sustainable development.  Increasingly, ‘developed’ areas need to be managed to maximise the maintenance of biodiversity and ecosystem processes, and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL fully subscribes to the need to develop taxonomic capacity under this broad paradigm.  We will be working very hard to optimise the relationship with IUCN, focussing on linking the LOOPs with IUCN’s regional offices and driving partnerships to develop demand-driven taxonomic capacity – in line with the theme for 3GTW.  And in linking 3GTW to the CBD and particularly the Global Taxonomy Initiative, we will make every effort to maximise outputs from 3GTW in a form that will assist the CBD Secretariat with implementation of the GTI Programme of Work. Please note also that 3GTW will have simultaneous French and Spanish translation, in the plenary sessions and at least one of the Workshop breakout groups every day. Against these hugely positive developments in collaboration, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours all the very best during this coming Festive Season. 

All best wishes

Nick

New Developments

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL BECOMES A MEMBER OF IUCN
IUCN Membership: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL has been accepted as member of IUCN – The World Conservation Union (www.iucn.org).  IUCN was founded in 1948 and brings together 78 states, 112 government agencies, 735 NGOs, 35 affiliates, and some 10,000 scientists and experts from 181 countries in a unique worldwide partnership.  Within the framework of global conventions IUCN has helped over 75 countries to prepare and implement national conservation and biodiversity strategies.  IUCN has approximately 1000 staff, most of whom are located in its 42 regional and country offices while 100 work at its Headquarters in Gland, Switzerland.

The regional structure of IUCN complements the LOOPs of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL.  Membership of IUCN therefore opens up new possibilities for subregional partnerships to overcome the Taxonomic Impediment, by creating partnerships that provide the taxonomic tools and expertise needed to achieve the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity.

IFS SUPPORT FOR GLOBAL CHANGE RESEARCH

The pace at which humans are transforming the earth's environment is accelerating and often has unpredictable and even catastrophic results. Taxonomists are among the many scientists who are needed to develop new tools to help identify, assess and monitor climate change, and other far reaching environmental impacts that result, for example, from land degradation and the declining quality of wetlands. 

IFS (International Foundation for Science) encourages developing country scientists who qualify for support to submit proposals on research relevant to global change. Contact: info@ifs.se for application forms in English or French; forms can be downloaded off the IFS web: www.ifs.se
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR GBIF 2002 EBBE NIELSEN PRIZE

The Australian Government invites nominations for the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) 2002 Ebbe Nielsen Prize. The prize is awarded annually by the GBIF Governing Board to a researcher (normally within five years of the receipt of his/her PhD) who is combining biosystematics and biological biodiversity informatics research that supports the objectives of GBIF. The Prize of US$35,000 is awarded to allow the recipient to engage in such biodiversity research outside his/her country of residence for a period of 3-6 months.  The primary selection criterion is scientific excellence as evidenced by the nominee's research and publication record and in particular the innovation shown in combining biosystematics and biodiversity informatics research.

Contact: www.isr.gov.au/science/ist/EbbePrize/ebbeprize.html or Mr Ian Cresswell,  ian.cresswell@ea.gov.au or Anthony Bennie, Anthony.Bennie@isr.gov.au Closing date for nominations: 7th January 2002.

OLIGOCHAETE (EARTHWORM) SYSTEMATICS AND ECOLOGY

Rob Blakemore wishes to establish contact with organizations that fund global taxonomic work, especially in the Oriental/Pacific regions.  For many years he has been working as an independent specialist in oligochaete (earthworm) systematics and ecology. He is particularly keen to train students and to produce guides to the regional fauna. Contact: robblakemore@mail.bigpond.com
GBIF: 6 SENIOR STAFF POSITIONS

An advertisement and call for applications for six senior staff positions has now been posted on the GBIF website The deadline for applications for all six positions is 14th January 2002. See: www.gbif.org
This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French on our website (www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm). PLEASE LET US KNOW if you or your colleagues make use of the different language copies: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Calendar of Events 
10-11 January 2002

National Workshop on Information Technology in Biological Collections Management,  National Centre for Biodiversity Informatics /National Chemcial Laboratory, Pune, India.  Who should participate?  Biological Collections Managers / Curators; Systematicians / Taxonomists; Biodiversity / Ecology Researchers; NGO’s holding biological collection; Bioinformatics / Computational Biologists / Information Technologists / Digital Librarians.   For information see www.ncbi.org.in/main.html 

21-25 January 2002

Short-course on Plant Health Laboratories. Hosted by The Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV). Havana City, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
21-24 January 2002

Fourth Congress on Caribbean Biodiversity, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Original presentations in Spanish or English are invited on biosystematics, biogeography, ecology, conservation, bio-ethics, environmental education and sustainable development in the Caribbean. For information see the Congress website: http://caribbeanfish.org or contact Carlos Rodriguez: carlosrguez96@hotmail.com
11-15 February 2002 
SAFRINET/EAFRINET/WAFRINET: Africa Pollinators Initiative (API) Workshop, Nairobi, Kenya.  Focus on pollination biology case studies in Africa. Contact the API coordinator Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za or EAFRINET Coordinator, Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
16-20 March 2002 

Biotechnology & Sustainable Development: Voices of the South and the North. An International Conference, Egypt. Contact: Dr Ismail Serageldin, egybio2001@hotmail.com (Postponed from October 2001)
20th March 2002

Earth Day 2002: http://www.earthsite.org/
18-22 March 2002

V Congreso Argentino de Entomologia 2002 in Buenos Aires. Contact: vcae@bg.fcen.uba.ar and http://biolo.bg.fcen.uba.ar/vcae.htm
25-29 March 2002
Short-course on diagnosis and management of thrips. Hosted by The Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV). Havana City, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu 

26-28 March 2002 
SAFRINET / EAFRINET / WAFRINET / NAFRINET: African Renai-‘Science’ - a shared vision for life & environmental sciences in Africa. An exploratory conference and workshop to discuss selected scientific topics and African participation in IUBS & SCOPE global programmes. Contact: Prof. Dr. Himansu Baijnath (Snowy), Department of Botany; School of Life & Environmental Science; University of Durban-Westville; Private Bag X54001; Durban 4000, South Africa.  Tel: +27 031 2044464; Fax: +27 031 2044364; E-mail: snowy@pixie.udw.ac.za 

8-26 April, 2002

CoP 6 of the CBD, The Hague, The Netherlands. http://www.biodiv.org
10-11 April 2002
Regional Symposium on Environment and Natural Resources, Hotel Renaissance Kuala Lumpur. Jointly organised by Faculty of Science and Technology (FST) UKM, Institute for Environment and Development (LESTARI) UKM, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Contacts: Prof. Dr. Mohamad Osman mbopar@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my ; Ms. Rohazaini Hassan pp1fst@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my ; Ms. Muzzneena Ahmad Mustapha muzz@pkrisc.cc.ukm.my 
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Pine Bay Holiday Resort, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688, Email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
JUNE 2002
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: Abdulkadir M. Dawod: dawod@caas.uoa.edu.er 

24-28 June 2002
First Latin-American Short-Course on Biological Control of Weeds, Montelimar, Nicaragua.  Organised by: University of Florida & Universidad Nacional Agraria de Nicaragua. Contact: J. Medal. University of Florida. E-mail: medal@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu Fax: (352) 392-0190

8-12 July 2002

The Third BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Global Taxonomy Workshop (3rdGTW), Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: Kruger & Associates, Tel 028 316-2905, Fax 028 316-4658, Email: kruger@krugerassociates.com. For further information: www.bionet-intl.org. Theme:  ‘Towards Sustainable Development: Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’.
2-11 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10).http://www.johannesburgsummit.org; www.earthsummit2002.org  

8-13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI). Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
21-25 October 2002.
Short-course on Entomological Diagnosis for IPM. Hosted by The Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV). Havana City, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
Publications
ETI’S WORLD BIODIVERSITY DATABASE CD-ROM SERIES

The latest CDs in this series Plant Resources of South-East Asia – Rattans and Bamboos.  Rattans: J. Dransfield, N. Manokaran (eds.), Bamboos: S. Dransfield, E.A. Widjaja (eds) and 

The Interactive Toadstool Guide by by Gerrit J. Keizer are now available. Contact: Fax: +31 20 5257238, Email: Secretary@eti.uva.nl http://www.eti.uva.nl
NEW CD-ROM AVAILABLE: Thrips Pests

Thrips Pests of the World is an interactive identification and information system that provides a fully illustrated and user-friendly means of recognising most of the thrips species that have been recorded as pests in various parts of the world. This comprehensive package also offers a range of information on the host plants, distributions and body structure of 180 species in 95 genera. Illustrated with more than 1500 original micrographs. Shows details of the structure of each species. A valuable resource for research workers, quarantine officers, economic entomologists and virologists, and also teachers and students who wish to know more about this order of insects.

Contacts: USA and Canada: Tel: 301-602-9519, Fax: 301-565-0160, E-mail Antipode@antipodesbooks.com www.antipodesbooks.com
UK, Europe, Middle East and North Africa: Tel: +44 (0)20 7240 0856, Fax: +44 (0)20 7379 0609,

Email: orders@edspubs.co.uk
Australian orders to: Tel: + 61 3 9662 7500, Fax: + 61 3 9662 7555, Email: sales@publish.csiro.au
New Zealand orders to: Tel: +64 3 325 6700, Fax : +64 3 325 2127, E-mail: mwpress@landcare.cri.nz
Cost: AU$ 80.
TecSec has compiled a list of Acronyms – if you would like to receive a copy please contact us.  Currently the list has some 1300 entries relating to international environmental, biodiversity and agricultural organisations and networks.  Contact: cblench@bionet-intl.org or bionet@bionet-intl.org
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

NEW NATIONAL COORDINATORS
Jamaica: contact Dr. Richard Harrison, Chief Agricultural Officer, Ministry of Agriculture, Hope Gardens, Kingston 6, Jamaica. Email: aparke@cwjamaica.com  and for Antigua and Barbuda, contact Janil Gore-Francis- Plant Protection officer, Ministry of Agriculture, St. Johns, Antigua. Email: jgore@yahoo.com
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) are recruiting.  Three positions are available, each reporting to the Plant Protection Adviser and with an application deadline of 7th January: (1) Entomologist; (2) Plant Pathologist (Virologist); (3) Information Officer. The SPC Plant Protection Service (PPS) within its Regional Agriculture Programme, supports the development of national capacities in plant quarantine and pest management. See: http://www.spc.int 
Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org
EAFRINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASIANET

Formal endorsement received from the Chinese govt on establishment of EASIANET and the role of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Zoology Institute as the National Co-ordinating Institute for China, as well as the Network Co-ordinating Institute fro EASIANET.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

SACNET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NEURASIANET

Contact Details for interim NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact Details for interim NECI: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Contact details for interim NECI: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim contact: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
FORUM
This space is reserved for anyone wishing to hold LOOP to LOOP discussions.  All contributions to: bionet@bionet-intl.org or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

FEBRUARY 2002 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by Friday, 11th JANUARY please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
All suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website to: bionet@bionet-intl.org. Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them. 

Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.  Guidelines for contributors to the Bulletin and BioNET- INTERNATIONAL NEWS are available from TecSec.

This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact: TecSec web: www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm









