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Director’s Feedback
Thursday April 11th was a good day for taxonomy in general and taxonomic capacity building in particular.  The Sixth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD CoP6) in The Hague debated and emphatically supported the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) Programme of Work (PoW)(see a summary report at www.iisd.ca/linkages/vol09/enb09233e.html). The GTI PoW is a blueprint for building the capacity required to enable Parties (countries) to fulfil their obligations under the Convention by overcoming the ‘Taxonomic Impediment’ to doing so.  In what may be a first for any agenda item, no opposing views emerged - all 44 country interventions supported and approved the draft GTI PoW recommended by SBSTTA6.  Further, countries called for the position of the GTI Programme Officer to be funded from within the CBD Secretariat core budget, as well as sufficient funding for implementation of the PoW from the CBD’s financial mechanism, both critical to ensuring the PoW gets rolled-out.   In a well-attended side event immediately following the formal GTI session, many of the organisations and initiatives named within the PoW as having a role to play in its implementation (including BioNET-INTERNATIONAL) made statements as to their commitment to assisting with implementation.  Overall, support for the GTI PoW reflects important recognition of the key role of taxonomy in all aspects of biodiversity conservation and sustainable use and we look forward to seeing concrete actions following CoP6. Congratulations are due to all who have worked hard to promote the GTI and build support for the PoW in their country. We will of course be drawing very strongly on these CoP6 outcomes at the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (3GTW), ensuring the Workshop outputs are focussed on implementation of the GTI PoW and BioNET’s role therein in partnership with all other relevant initiatives.

Talking of which, there are less than three months to go to 3GTW – the Programme is rapidly taking shape and if you are still considering participating we would encourage you to find out more from www.bionet-intl.org and register asap.  Any queries, please drop TecSec a line.  A final point of interest is the formation of a new LOOP in North Africa - the NAFRINET Formulation Workshop is planned for 13-16 May 2002.
All best wishes

Nick

New Developments

NORTH AFRICAN LOOP (NAFRINET) TO BE FORMED

The Formulation Workshop for a North African network of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, encompassing Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia will take place 13-16 May 2002 in Rabat, Morocco, funded by DFID. For details, contact TecSec.

CHARLES DARWIN FOUNDATION Post

Head of Department of Terrestrial Invertebrates, The Charles Darwin Foundation, Galapagos Islands, Ecuador. Experience in applied entomology, project management and ability to lead multicultural teams.  Fluency in English and Spanish required.  Deadline 30 April 2002. Contact: work@fcdarwin.org.ec Details: www.darwinfoundation.org
THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FACILITY (GBIF) – 2 POSTS

1.Program Officer For Data Access And Database Interoperability

2. Specialist For Public Relations And Scientific Liaison

Deadline: 3 May 2002. For details: http://www.gbif.org/jobframe.htm. Contact: James Edwards, Executive Secretary  Jedwards@zmuc.ku.dk
A NEW (TELEMATIC) HONOURS COURSE IN BOTANY THROUGH THE WWW OR INTERNET

Students can specialise in one of the following fields: Plant Diversity, Plant Ecology and Vegetation Science, Plant Physiology and Biotechnology.  Contact University of Pretoria, South Africa Tel: +27 (0) 12 420 3770, Fax: +27 (0) 12 362 5099, Email: rswart@postino.upac.za Web: http://www.up.ac.za/botany/index.html
THE BRITISH SOCIETY FOR PLANT PATHOLOGY (BSPP)
The BSPP has set up a fund to help members who wish to travel to the International Congress of Plant Pathology (ICPP) in Christchurch, New Zealand, February 2003. Details: www.BSPP.org.uk 

AFRICAN JOURNALS ON LINE

AJOL – online access to African scientific journals: http://www.inasp.info/ajol/
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available for download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm If you do not have PowerPoint, you can download a free slide viewer from the above link.

Calendar of Events
6 - 10 May 2002

High Mountain Summit Conference for Africa. Participants and speakers from Central, West and North Africa sought. Contact: Dr Monika G Wehrle, UNEP, Tel: (254 2) 624279, Fax: (254 2) 623928, E-mail: Monika.Wehrle@unep.org
13-17 May 2002

Short Term Training in Research Management of Herbarium & Arboreta, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact: Dr. Sas. Biswas, Tel: 0091-135-750648, 757021-28, Fax: 0091-135-756865, 751826, E-mail: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
22 May 2002 

World Biodiversity Day; http://www.biodiv.org
22-26 May 2002

Plant Diseases Biocontrol Meeting, Kusadasi, Turkey. Contact: Dr Yigal Elad, Telephone: 972 3 968 3580, Fax: 972 3 968 3688; email: Yigal Elad elady@netvision.net.il
26 May - 2 June 2002

Field trip to Domitila Field Station near Granada, remnants of the Pacific dry forest of Nicaragua. Contact: Jean-Michel Maes, Museo Entomológico, Nicaragua, Tel: 505 311 6586/779 4363, email: jmmaes@ibw.com.ni
JUNE 2002
EAFRINET: An International Symposium "The role of research in nation building" Asmara, Eritrea. Contact: - Azieb Ogbaghebriel Email: Abdulkadir M. Dawod: dawod@caas.uoa.edu.er
2-9 June 2002 

Field trip to Rainforest - Bartola Field Station on Rio San Juan at the border of Costa Rica. Contact: Jean-Michel Maes, Museo Entomológico, Nicaragua, Tel: 505 311 6586/779 4363, email: jmmaes@ibw.com.ni
9-16 June 2002 

Field trip to Coastal Rainforest at Greenfields Field Station. Contact: Jean-Michel Maes, Museo Entomológico, Nicaragua, Tel: 505 311 6586/779 4363, email: jmmaes@ibw.com.ni
24-28 June 2002
First Latin-American Short-Course on Biological Control of Weeds, Montelimar, Nicaragua.  Organised by: University of Florida & Universidad Nacional Agraria de Nicaragua. Contact: J. Medal. University of Florida. E-mail: medal@gnv.ifas.ufl.edu Fax: (352) 392-0190

24 - 28 June 2002

Workshop on Integrated Pest Management in sustainable agriculture. Curso-taller manejo integrado de plagas en la agricultura sostenible. Organised by the Instituto de Investigaciones de Sanidad Vegetal (INISAV), Ciudad de La Habana, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vazquez. E-mail: lvazquez@inisav.cu Fax: (537)2029366

8-12 July 2002

The Third Global Taxonomy Workshop (3GTW), Pretoria, South Africa. Contact: Kruger & Associates, Tel 028 316-2905, Fax 028 316-4658, Email: kruger@krugerassociates.com. For further information: www.bionet-intl.org. Theme:  ‘Towards Sustainable Development: Partnerships for demand-driven taxonomic capacity building’.
17 –19 July 2002

The XXIX Congress of the Colombian Society of Entomology, Monteria, (Córdoba), Colombia. Contact: Eduardo Florez eflorez@ciencias.unal.edu.co
22 - 26 July 2002
5th International Conference of Hymenopterists (ICH), Beijing, China. Timed to complement the IUSSI Congress, Sapporo, Japan, July 28-Aug 3, 2002. Contact: Dr. Chaodong Zhu sea@panda.ioz.ac.cn. Web: http://www.ioz.ac.cn/zcd
9th August 2002
Centenary Celebration of the East African Herbarium contact: Dr. Silo Masinde E-mail: plants@africaonline.co.ke for details.

21 - 24 August 2002

14th IFOAM Organic World Congress, Victoria Conference Centre, Victoria, BC Canada. Contact: Maggie Barrett: Tel:  (250) 655-5652, Fax:  (250) 655-5657, E-mail: Maggie.Barrett@gems5.gov.bc.ca or ifoam2002@cog.ca Web: www.cog.ca/ifoam2002
26 August – 4 September 2002

World Summit on Sustainable Development (Rio + 10).http://www.johannesburgsummit.org; www.earthsummit2002.org  


8-12 September 2002

International Conference on IPM in Sub-Saharan Africa, Kampala, Uganda. Contact: Professor Adipala-Ekwamu, Tel: 256-41-540464, E-mail: acss@starcom.co.ug, Web: http://www.makerere.ac.ug/ and http://www.uganda.co.ug/kampala/

8 - 13 September 2002

The Second International Conference on Sustainable Agriculture for Food, Energy and Industry (ISACFEI). Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China. Contact: Dr. Fan Zengxing Tel and Fax: + 86-10-82593128 Email: ISAConfe@hotmail.com / lidj@ns.ibcas.ac.cn Web: http://www.ISAConfe.org
29 September - 4 October 2002
5th International Congress of Dipterology, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Sally Brown. Tel: +61 7 3201 2808, Fax +61 7 3201 2809, Email sally.brown@uq.net.au Web: http://www.uq.net.au/conferenceconnections/

18 - 22 October 2002
TDWG (Taxonomic Database Working Group) Annual Meeting, Campinas, Brasil. Contact: Stan Blum: sblum@CALACADEMY.ORG
21 - 25 October 2002.
Short-course on Entomological Diagnosis for IPM. Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV), Havana City, Cuba. Contact: Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
13 – 15 November 2002
International Symposium: Plant Species-Level Systematics: Patterns, Processes And New Applications, Leiden, The Netherlands. Organized by National Herbarium of the Netherlands, International Association of Plant Taxonomists, and The Linnean Society of London. http://www.nationaalherbarium.nl/symposium2002/home.htm
Publications
"Tropical Mycology: Volume 1 - Macromycetes" Eds: R. Watling, et al: £40 (US$75) – Hardback, ISBN: 085199 542 X 

“Nitrogen Fixation - Global Perspectives” Eds: T.M. Finan, et al £85.00 (US$149) – Hardback, ISBN: 085199 591 8.   Contact: orders@cabi.org
CD-ROM "Atlas of the Colombian Amazon". Also available in Spanish. Contact: Fundacion Puerto Rastrojo (FPR) Tel: (57 1) 284-9010, 560-7054, Fax: (57 1) 560-7055, E-mail: rastrojo@uolpremium.net.co
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
FAO DATASHEETS

CARINET has been requested by FAO to prepare 60 datasheets of pests and diseases including weeds of phytosanitary importance in the Caribbean. This will contribute to the phytosanitary capabilities of CARICOM member countries. 

CARINET is organising a two week pest identification course for plant protection personnel involved in areas of pest identification, effective pest exclusion systems, modern phytosanitary concepts and procedures and information management.

EC-CARIFORUM IPM PROJECT

The CARINET Coordinator attended the first technical meeting of the IPM project where it was agreed that CARINET would provide the regional identification service to the project in organising  workshops on Curation and Collection Management of insects and fungi, ID of scale insects and their natural enemies and on weed identification and management.

STAFF CHANGES

Ms Omaira Avila has resigned her position as Database Manager to devote herself fulltime to her M. Phil studies at UWI. Denraj Lalchan is her replacement.

COP6

Several member countries of CARINET participated in the COP6 preparatory meeting held in Jamaica from 18-22 March. The Global Taxonomy Initiative Programme of Work was considered and recommended for approval. 

3rd FORAGRO

CARINET will participate in the 3rd FORAGRO meeting, Brasilia, Brazil 23 - 26 April through PROCICARIBE. 

SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
PACINET

Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Sam Sesega: sams@sprep.org.ws
PACINET is now a formally approved programme endorsed by the CROP (Council of Regional Organisations of the Pacific), to be hosted and coordinated by SPREP (South Pacific Regional Environmental Programme).  A Needs Assessment is being undertaken to determine the best modus operandi and form of implementation for PACINET.  Full details on PACINET and the host institution SPREP in the next issue of BioNET NEWS.

RECRUITMENT OF BIOSECURITY (QUARANTINE) AND INFORMATION OFFICERS

The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) invites applications for an Extension worker (Weed Management) for the Plant Protection in the Pacific Project (PPP), based in Suva, Fiji. Closing date 15 May 2002. SPC also wishes to recruit an Information Officer (Publications).  Details: http://www.spc.int and click on Employment Directories or contact: recruitsuva@spc.int, Fax +679 3370 021. 
EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

The African Pollinators Initiative Workshop was held in Nairobi from 18-22 February. 45 participants from Africa and 3 from Germany, BIOTA East Africa project attended.  A steering committee was nominated to finalise the Workshop Proceedings, publication, fund raising and promotion of Pollination Biology in Africa.

EAFRINET, in collaboration with the BOZONET team,  coordinated and funded a 2 day meeting on 25-26th February 2002 to agree a strategy and plan the various national contributions to the regional BOZONET PDF-B proposal.  The meeting agreed that development of the BOZONET project would be assisted by EAFRINET and its national coordinators.  Ms. Stella Simiyu, EAFRINET Kenya-NACI (simiyu@insightkenya.com), was nominated to coordinate the BOZONET PDF-B proposal development with the assistance of all BOZONET national representatives and stakeholders of taxonomy in Eastern Africa.  She has the responsibility of ensuring the proposal is submitted on time to the GEF. The Director of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Dr Nick King and Assistant Director Dr. Richard Smith also attended the workshop.

WAFRINET
Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET http://202.190.32.5/aseanet/
Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Contact details for the interim regional coordinator: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASIANET

Contact details for the regional coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

SACNET

Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org 
NEURASIANET

Contact details for the interim coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru, Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Contact details for the interim coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAFRINET Formulation Workshop planned for 13-16 May 2002. Contact TecSec for details.

NAmeriLOOP

Contact details for the interim regional coordinator: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Contact details for the interim coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
TRAINING COURSES (IN SPANISH)

3-5 May 2002

Course in plant classification and natural history, Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, includes field trip to the Bosque Lluvioso Station in Guápiles. Cost: US$162.

24-26 May 2002.

Course in the natural history of insects, Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, includes field trip to the Bosque Lluvioso Station in Guápiles. Cost: US$162. 

10-30 June 2002

Biodiversity and Tourism Safety course organized by the Costa Rican Red Cross and the National Institute of Biodiversity; based in Santo Domingo de Heredia, Costa Rica, includes field trips. Cost US $1,020. Partial scholarships for Central American citizens. 

4-25 August 2002
Course in taxonomy of flowering plants of the neotropics. Location: Costa Rica. Partial scholarships for Central American citizens. Cost: US$1,800, includes field trips, food and accommodation.
For all the above courses contact: Priscilla Hurtado, Tel: (506) 244 06 90 ext. 755 E-mail: phurtado@inbio.ac.cr
FORUM
JUNE 2002 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 10 MAY please.  Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
All suggestions as to how we can improve our website, to: bionet@bionet-intl.org. Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.  Finally, please keep your contributions coming – but please keep them short!  TecSec may choose to use longer articles in the quarterly BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Newsletter.  Guidelines for contributors to the Bulletin and BioNET- INTERNATIONAL NEWS are available from TecSec.

This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact: TecSec web: www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
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