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Director’s Feedback
With BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s Director Dr Nick King at the Asia Global Taxonomy Initiative workshop in Malaysia and on mission in Thailand, this month’s feedback comes from Assistant Director, Richard Smith.

Like many in environmental and development organisations throughout the world, TecSec has had a busy time the past month keeping on top of ongoing activities whilst also participating at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg.  Both Nick and I participated at WSSD, focussing our efforts on the many debates, activities and numerous opportunities for meetings with partners that this unique gathering offered in abundance.  With 18 events proceeding in parallel to the formal summit there was a lot of ground to cover! You may conclude that the commitments made in the main summit lack meaning as they are not legally binding.  Indeed, it is hard to see the summit as having taken a giant leap towards making sustainable development a reality.  But regardless of the impact of the formal proceedings, many participants will no doubt have found inspiration from the shear diversity and dynamism of participants.  Especially relevant to BioNET-INTERNATIONAL were the many activities at the IUCN-Environment Centre and the various workshops held at the Science and Technology Forum where BioNET-INTERNATIONAL joined IFS, TWAS and many others in seeking to keep scientific capacity building firmly on the agenda.  More feedback to the various regional BioNET-INTERNATIONAL networks will be provided in the coming weeks. 

The Asia GTI workshop, the third regional GTI workshop and the first since adoption of the Programme of Work by the CBD in April this year, sought to identify regional priorities and kick-start implementation of the PoW by mobilising scientists, governments and other agencies in the region.  ASEANET assisted with organising the workshop and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’s networks were well represented.  EASIANET also used the opportunity to hold its first Coordinating Committee meeting since becoming operational in July.  While the GTI workshop was underway, TecSec was also participating at the IUCN Regional Forum in Kuwait in an effort to build further linkages in Central and West Asia.  We would be delighted to hear from anyone interested in working with us as we seek the partnerships needed to establish networks in these regions.  TecSec is also busy preparing with regional partners for the ANDINONET Formulation Workshop in October.  Interested organisations working in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela are invited to contact TecSec URGENTLY if they wish to participate in the workshop in Venezuela, 14-18 October. 

All those awaiting the draft Strategy and Action Plan from 3GTW, please be patient!  TecSec is continuing to integrate working group recommendations and will circulate the document for inputs as soon as possible.

Very best wishes to all,

Richard

New Developments
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION.

As part of the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC), WIPO is currently in the process of compiling an on-line electronic database of biodiversity-related Access and Benefit Sharing agreements, with a particular emphasis on the intellectual property aspects of such agreements.  Contact Phyllida Middlemiss, phyllida.cheyne@wipo.int
Calendar of Events
29 September - 4 October 2002
5th International Congress of Dipterology, The University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. Contact Sally Brown. Tel: +61 7 3201 2808, Fax +61 7 3201 2809, sally.brown@uq.net.au | www.uq.net.au/conferenceconnections/


1-10 October

Nicaragua: 10 day course on Biodiversity. Cost: US$350. Contact Dra. Lorena Campo: locampo@ono.com or Lic. Irma Arana: irmaux@mixmail.com | Ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
Tel: 2670352, ext. 244, Fax: 267-0106

10-13 October 2002

International Symposium: Global Challenges of Parks and Protected Areas Management. National Park La Maddalena Archipelago (Sardinia, Italy). www.cnr.colostate.edu/NRRT/SSRM/
13-18 October 2002

VIII Latin American Botany Congress and II Colombian Botany Congress, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. Contact: congrbot@ciencias.unal.edu.co
14- 18 October 2002
ANDINONET Formulation Workshop, Maracay, Venezuela. Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org
18 - 22 October 2002
TDWG (Taxonomic Database Working Group) Annual Meeting, Campinas, Brasil. Contact Stan Blum: sblum@CALACADEMY.ORG
21 - 25 October 2002.
Short-course on Entomological Diagnosis for IPM. Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV), Havana City, Cuba. Contact Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
23 - 26 October 2002
First Egyptian-International Conference on Protected Areas and Sustainable Development. Sharm-El-Sheik, Egypt. Contact: egyptpaconf@eeaa.gov.eg | www.eeaa.gov.eg
24 - 27 October 2002
International Conference on Neotropical Raptors and Harpy Eagle Symposium. The Peregrine Fund (Fondo Peregrino–Panamá), Panama City, Panama. Contact: Tel: 208-362-3717, Fax: 208-362-2376 tpf@peregrinefund.org | www.peregrinefund.org/nrconference.html 
13 – 15 November 2002
International Symposium: Plant Species-Level Systematics: Patterns, Processes And New Applications, Leiden, The Netherlands. www.nationaalherbarium.nl/symposium2002/home.htm
9-13 December 2002

Short Term Training in Biodiversity Conservation, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr. Sas Biswas, Tel: 0091-135-750648, 757021-28, Fax: 0091-135-756865/751826 / biswassas@icfre.org | biswassas1@rediffmail.com | http://www.icfre.org
9-22 December 2002

First Regional Bioinformatics Course (in French), Dakar. Contact Professor Bhen Sikina Toguebaye, parasito@refer.sn | http://www.refer.sn
New Publications
BIODIVERSITY PLANNING IN ASIA:

A REVIEW OF NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGIES AND ACTION PLANS (NBSAPS).

Contact IUCN Regional Biodiversity Programme-Asia, 53 Horton Place, Colombo-7, Sri Lanka. iucn-rbp@sltnet.lk 
THE HANDBOOK OF PEST MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE

2 volumes, published by the C.R.C.Press International.  Made available by the Commonwealth Education Foundation at a discount price of US$99 (saving US$85).  Contact World Book Centre munaf@vsnl.com
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org
· Rice Almanac 3rd edition - Source Book for the Most Important Economic Activity on Earth

· Tropical Fruit Pests and Pollinators - Biology, Economic Importance, Natural Enemies and Control 

	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ASEANET http://202.190.32.5/aseanet/
Regional Coordinators: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Dr Sam Sesega: sams@sprep.org.ws
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
SOUTHERN AFRICAN PLANT RED DATA LISTS: Published by the Southern African Botanical Diversity Network (SABONET), the book presents Red Data Lists for ten southern African countries. Order from reddatalist@sabonet.org or nrn@nbipre.nbi.ac.za.  Downloadable at www.sabonet.org/reddatalist/ from 1 November.

WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Interim Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
FORMULATION WORKSHOP: Maracay, Venezuela, October 14-18 2002. Interested organisations working in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela are invited to contact TecSec (bionet@bionet-intl.org) URGENTLY to participate.
NEURASIANET

Interim Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON BIODIVERSITY AND SUSTAINABLE NATURE MANAGEMENT OF MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS (Novosibirsk, Russia, 30 July - 2 August, 2002).  The resolutions agreed by over 80 participants at the conference are available from Dr Konstantin Baikov, baikov@csbg.nsc.ru
NAFRINET
Interim coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Interim Regional Coordinator: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
SACNET

Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org 
OCTOBER 2002 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by Thursday 11 OCTOBER please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact TecSec | www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available for download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm.  If you do not have PowerPoint, you can download a free slide viewer from the above link.
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