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Director’s Feedback
Trying to unravel the mountain of information from the World Summit is not easy, but for BioNETters, perhaps the most important is Paragraph 42 of the Plan of Implementation, which addresses Biodiversity. Para 42 of the Plan acknowledges the critical role of biodiversity in overall sustainable development and poverty eradication. Its 20 sub-sections detail the activities required for “more efficient and coherent implementation of the three objectives of the Convention (on Biological Diversity) and the achievement by 2010 of a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity…” Further, it recognizes that it “will require the provision of new and additional financial and technical resources to developing countries” to achieve this. Of particular importance, Sub-para (s) notes the requirement to “Promote the implementation of the programme of work of the Global Taxonomy Initiative”, possibly the first time taxonomy per se has been recognized at such a high political level.  Whilst the proof of all the heady rhetoric from Johannesburg will be in the actual implementation, it is up to every one of us now to pressure the politicians to honour these commitments and ensure that the relevant sections of the Plan of Implementation are actually implemented. The full documentation, which contains a wealth of information (as well as very useful summaries) is all available in downloadable format at: (http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/documents/summit_docs.html.)  TecSec would welcome any suggestions on how we may assist in any way with your interactions and activities in following up on the WSSD Plan of Implementation, as well as hearing all about activities in your country.

This month sees the 5th GBIF Governing Board meeting in Costa Rica (www.gbif.org). The  implementation of the GBIF Work Programmes, designed after extensive stakeholder interactions during 2002, are the major item on the agenda. The Work Programmes, including Outreach and Capacity Building, will add great momentum to the already-impressive GBIF initiative and we look forward to BioNETters working in ever-closer collaboration on activities of mutual interest.  Last month, ASEANET became the first LOOP to independently join the GBIF and we look forward to the remaining LOOPs also participating in future.

For the Global Network, the major activity this month is the ANDINONET Formulation Workshop – by the time you read this, we should be well on the way to adding a further LOOP to the Global Network for Taxonomy.

All best wishes

Nick
New Developments
LUCID KEY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

The Lucid team, with TecSec, is exploring funding possibilities to provide support to individuals or teams within BioNET-INTERNATIONAL LOOPS for developing Lucid keys. If you have ideas for a project contact Prof Geoff Norton (G.Norton@cpitt.uq.edu.au Fax: 61-7-3365-1855) for guidelines on completing a concept note (please CC us: bionet@bionet-intl.org)
REASEARCH AND TRAINING AWARDS

Funding awards available for Research and Training Programme for undergraduate students May-August 2003, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC, USA. www.nmnh.si.edu/rtp
WILLIAM L. BROWN PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FELLOWSHIP

Missouri Botanical Garden invites applications for the above. The Fellowship supports graduate study in economic botany and plant genetic resources for students from South Asia. Successful applicants will receive stipend and tuition support for 2 years of MS. or 5 years of PhD study. Application deadline 15 December 2002. Applications for Washington University Division of Biology and Biomedical Sciences: http://dbbs.wustl.edu/Programs/popbio1.html; Applications for University of Missouri-St. Louis: Biology Department: http://www.umsl.edu/~biology M.S. and Ph.D. graduate program requirements: http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/gradprogram/index.html Missouri Botanical Garden http://www.mobot.org For assistance with the application process contact: Dr. Mick Richardson Email: mick.richardson@mobot.org
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR BP CONSERVATION PROGRAMME 2003

US$600,000 Funding Available & Training Opportunities. Closing date: 31st October 2002. E-mail applications and enquiries to: bp-conservation-programme@birdlife.org.uk Additional information: http://conservation.bp.com 

THE JOINT WEBSITE OF THE BIODIVERSITY RELATED CONVENTIONS

For easy access to all information on MEAs and the linkages between them. http://www.biodiv.org/convention/partners-websites.asp
INSECT PICTURES REQUIRED for web publication

Tropical Insect Herbivores. Contact: Dr Yves Basset, Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute. Tel: + 507 212 8233, Fax + 507 212-8148, Email: bassety@tivoli.si.edu Insect Ecology, Papua New Guinea: http://www.nmnh.si.edu/new_guinea The Parataxonomist Training Centre, Papua New Guinea: http://www.entu.cas.cz/png/index.html
NEW PAGE ON S&T AT THE WSSD http://sustainabilityscience.org/events/wssd.htm
This page presents a collection of documents and links relevant to science and technology at the recent World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg.

NETWORK FOR S&T FOR SUSTAINABILITY http://sustainabilityscience.org/network.htm
The international Network for Science and Technology for Sustainability seeks to facilitate connections between individuals, promote the sharing of knowledge, ideas, goals among a community of people and programs engaged in achieving sustainable development. To join: http://sustainabilityscience.org/application.htm or contact Kristen Eddy: +1-617-495-8132. Email: sustscience@ksg.harvard.edu 

Calendar of Events
18 - 22 October 2002
TDWG (Taxonomic Database Working Group) Annual Meeting, Campinas, Brasil. Contact Stan Blum: sblum@CALACADEMY.ORG
21 - 25 October 2002.
Short-course on Entomological Diagnosis for IPM. Plant Health Research Institute (INISAV), Havana City, Cuba. Contact Luis L. Vázquez: Tel: (537) 226788, 296189, Fax: (537) 240535. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
23 - 26 October 2002
First Egyptian-International Conference on Protected Areas and Sustainable Development. Sharm-El-Sheik, Egypt. Contact: egyptpaconf@eeaa.gov.eg | www.eeaa.gov.eg
24 - 27 October 2002
International Conference on Neotropical Raptors and Harpy Eagle Symposium. The Peregrine Fund (Fondo Peregrino–Panamá), Panama City, Panama. Contact: Tel: 208-362-3717, Fax: 208-362-2376 tpf@peregrinefund.org | www.peregrinefund.org/nrconference.html 
4-8 November 2002

Asian Mycological Congress 2002, Kunming, China - see http://www.ymf.ynu.edu.cn/TEMP_3EN.HTM
13 – 15 November 2002
International Symposium: Plant Species-Level Systematics: Patterns, Processes And New Applications, Leiden, The Netherlands. www.nationaalherbarium.nl/symposium2002/home.htm
17-20 November 2002

International Symposium on Exotic Pests and Their Control, Zhongshan University, Guangzhou, China. Contact: Prof. Zhang Runjie Email: LS11@ZSU.EDU.CN and LLSKLBC@ZSU.EDU.CN
9-13 December 2002

Short Term Training in Biodiversity Conservation, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr. Sas Biswas, Tel: 0091-135-750648, 757021-28, Fax: 0091-135-756865/751826 / biswassas@icfre.org | biswassas1@rediffmail.com | http://www.icfre.org
9-22 December 2002

First Regional Bioinformatics Course (in French), Dakar. Contact Professor Bhen Sikina Toguebaye, parasito@refer.sn | http://www.refer.sn
2003

17-21 February 2003

6th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Biological Control of Weeds in Indonesia, Medan and Samorsir Island, North Sumatera, Indonesia. Contact: Dr R. Muniappan Email: rmuni@uog9.uog.edu
16-26 March 2003
Biological Control of Tropical Weeds. Two week training course. University of Queensland and CSIRO, Brisbane, Australia. Contact: sallybrown@uq.net.au
17-21 March 2003

20th Pacific Science Congress, Bangkok, Thailand. Information: www.20pscbangkok.com
29 April - 2 May 2003

XXI International Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds, Canberra, Australia. Information: http://www.ento.csiro.au/weeds2003
6-11 July 2003

XVth International Plant Protection Conference, Beijing China, 2003. http://www.ipmchina.cn.net/ippc and http:///www.congress.com.cn
New Publications
RELEASE OF THE IUCN 2002 RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES

The 2002 Red List of Threatened Species is due to be released in October marking the first of what will be annual updates to the List. Information: www.iucn.org/themes/ssc in English, French and Spanish, including several significant additions to the Red List and notable shifts in status.

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org
· Biological Indicators of Aquatic Ecosystems Stress

· Quantitative Genetics, Genomics and Plant Breeding

· Globalization and the Developing Countries

· Environmental Change and Geomorphic Hazards in Forests (IUFRO Research Series No. 9)

· Lyme Borreliosis: Biology, Epidemiology and Control

THE ANNALS OF MEDICAL ENTOMOLOGY NEWSLETTER

Contact: Dr S. Z. Husainy, PO Box 337, HPO/TTN, BHOPAL M.P. 462001, India. Email: anmedent@sancharnet.in Tel: (0755) 761699 Web: http://www.anmedent.com
CHECKLISTS OF THAILAND
Available free of charge, postage required for hardcopies. Downloadable in .pdf from http://bdm.oepp.go.th/publication.html Includes Forest Insects, Bryophytes, Algae, Fishes, Crustaceans, Mammals, Birds, Orchids, Pteridophytes, with Molluscs, Reptiles and Amphibians in press. Contact: Biological Resources Section, Natural Resources and Environmental Management Division, Office of Environmental Planning and Policy, 60/1 Soi Phibul Wattana 7, Rama VI Rd, Bangkok 10400, Thailand

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 'FUNGAL DIVERSITY' OR THE FUNGAL DIVERSITY RESEARCH SERIES
Visit Fungal Diversity Press http://www.hku.hk/ecology/mycology/FDP.html Contact: Dr Kevin D. Hyde Email: dhyde@hkucc.hku.hk Tel (852) 22990611, Fax (852) 25176082

	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ASEANET http://202.190.32.5/aseanet/
Regional Coordinators: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
Dr Nick King, Director of BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, visited Thailand from 16th-20th September. Discussions were held with:

1. Office of Environmental Policy and Planning (OEPP), Ministry of Science, Technology and Environment (MOSTE): the CBD and GTI National Focal Points.

2. Thailand Biodiversity Center (TBC) and National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA); National Focal Points for the Cartagena Protocol, BCH, ICCP and Biological Weapons Convention.

3. National Biological Control Research Center (NBCRC), National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) and Kasetsart University in Bangkok; Office of Thailand's ASEANET National Coordinator (Dr Banpot Napompeth), and NBCRC Headquarters in Bangkok and its Regional Centers at Prince of Songkla University in Hat Yai (Southern Regional Center) and at Mae Jo University, Chiang Mai (Northern Regional Center).

CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Dr Sam Sesega: sams@sprep.org.ws
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Interim Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
FORMULATION WORKSHOP: Maracay, Venezuela, October 14-18 2002. Interested organisations working in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela are invited to contact TecSec (bionet@bionet-intl.org) 
NEURASIANET

Interim Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Interim coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Interim Regional Coordinator: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
SACNET

Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org 
DECEMBER 2002 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 11TH NOVEMBER please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact TecSec | www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available for download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm.  If you do not have PowerPoint, you can download a free slide viewer from the above link.
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