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Director’s Feedback
Following a very enthusiastic and successful AndinoNET Formulation Workshop in Venezuela last month, we congratulate Prof Jose Clavijo of the Central University of Venezuela in Maracay as the elected Network Coordinator, just reward for his tireless championing of the initiative. We greatly look forward to receiving the individual national endorsements, just three of which will allow formal establishment of the LOOP. The Formulation Proposal is available in English and Spanish to any interested parties.

Our congratulations also to Prof Tec Jones, BioNET’s founder and previous Director, who travels to Buckingham Palace later this month to be awarded his very well deserved ‘Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George’ from Her Majesty the Queen.  This is in recognition of his outstanding contribution to world agriculture and biodiversity conservation for his foresight in conceiving and establishing the Global Network for Taxonomy. Well done Tec!

More sobering is the recent publication of IUCN’s updated red data list of endangered species (www.redlist.org). The 2002 update lists 11 167 species in various categories including 121 new species since the last update in 2000.The status of many has deteriorated since the previous assessment. But with only a small percentage of even described species evaluated, for example just 4% of the world's described plants, the true proportion of threatened species is much, much higher. An enormous task lies ahead if we are indeed to meet the ambitious WSSD target of stemming the rate of biodiversity loss by 2010.

And finally, on a very sad note, we received the terrible news of the death on 16th October of Mrs. Lala Rakotovao of the University of Madagascar, our National Coordinator in Madagascar. Our sincere condolences to her family, friends and colleagues.  Please contact Faramalala Miadana Harisoa, Email: divb@dts.mg if you should wish to send a message.

All best wishes

Nick
New Developments
VACANCY: GTI PROGRAMME OFFICER

Secretariat of the CBD, www.unep.org/vacancies Closing date 10th December 2002

ACRONYM LIST

BioNET’s Technical Secretariat have compiled an acronym list with over 1000 entries.  To view, contribute to or download the list see www.bionet-intl.org
The electronic version of "Modern Coconut Management" now available at http://www.ecoport.org (see eArticle: ID 127). Contact: peter.griffee@fao.org.

INTRODUCING A NEW CABI PUBLISHING INTERNET RESOURCE http://www.icmfocus.com
ICMfocus is devoted to Integrated Crop Management.  The site includes free resources and around 900,000 ICM-specific database records on a pay-per-record basis. Contact Liz Bennett: L.Bennett@Cabi.Org
THE UNEP-WCMC CHEVENINGSCHOLARSHIPS IN BIODIVERSITY

For information click on www.unep-wcmc.org and select "Chevening Scholarships"

LAUNCH OF THE E-TYPE INITIATIVE WEBSITE AT http://www.all-species.org/etype.
Visit this site for the final agenda, logistics, participants, resources and other information regarding the E-Type Initiative Strategic Workshop held on 4-5 November 2002 at the Smithsonian Institution. Contact hugo@all-species.org | http://www.all-species.org
Calendar of Events
9-13 December 2002

Short Term Training in Biodiversity Conservation, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr. Sas Biswas, Tel: 0091-135-750648, 757021-28, Fax: 0091-135-756865/751826/. Email: biswassas@icfre.org | biswassas1@rediffmail.com | http://www.icfre.org
9-22 December 2002

First Regional Bioinformatics Course (in French), Dakar. Contact Professor Bhen Sikina Toguebaye, parasito@refer.sn | http://www.refer.sn
14-17 December 2002

International Conference on Biodiversity in Arid and Semi-Arid Zones, Egypt. International conference (funded by UNEP/GEF and implemented by TWNSO) on "Promoting Best Practices for Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity of Global Significance in Arid and Semi-Arid Zones. Contact info@twnso.org | http://www.twnso.org/
2003

6th-10th January 2003

Short Term Training in Biodiversity Conservation at Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact: Dr Sas. Biswas biswassas@icfre.org biswassas1@rediffmail.com | http://www.icfre.org
12 - 17 January 2003
Swift Seminar for Senior Personnel:Intellectual Property Management, Agri-Biotech Transfer and Trade in an International Context. Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, USA. Contact:Dr. Anatole F Krattiger or R David Kryder. Tel: +1-607-254 6100, Fax: +1-212-208 6822. Email: swiftt@cornell.edu Web: www.swiftt.cornell.edu
19 - 20 January

First International Seminar of Medical Entomology, Bhopal, India. Contact: Dr. Mohammed Ali Husainy, Gandhi Medical College Hostel, Bhopal 462001, India. E-mail: anmedent@sancharnet.in
22-24 January 2003
National Conference on Recent Trends on Insect Control, Coimbatrore, India. Contact: Dr. K. Murugan, Organizing Secretary, RTIC, 2003, Department of Zoology, Bharathiar University, Coimbatore – 641 046, India. E-mail: kmvvk@yahoo.com
February to December 2003

Taught MSc. (Systematics & Conservation Evaluation) in Zoology, Entomology & Botany. See SAFRINET (below) for details.

17-21 February 2003

6th International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata and Biological Control of Weeds in Indonesia. Contact: Dr R. Muniappan Email: rmuni@uog9.uog.edu
16-26 March 2003
Biological Control of Tropical Weeds. Two week training course. University of Queensland and CSIRO, Brisbane, Australia. Contact: sallybrown@uq.net.au
17-21 March 2003

20th Pacific Science Congress, Bangkok, Thailand. Information: www.20pscbangkok.com

22-26 April 2003

II International Congress on Marine Science and Technology "Oceans III Millennium", Alicante, Spain. Information: www.fomar.org
29 April - 2 May 2003

XXI International Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds, Canberra, Australia. Information: http://www.ento.csiro.au/weeds2003
24 - 28 de June 2003

VII Botany Symposium, Cuba. Contact: Jacqueline Pérez Camacho or Sonia Rosete Blandariz. Instituto de Ecología y Sistemática, A.P. 8029, C.P. 10800, Havana, Cuba. Fax. (537) 57-8266 / 57-8088. E-mail: botanica.ies@ama.cu | direccion.ies@ama.cu
1-4 July 2003

XVIII Venezuelan Entomology Congress, Maracay. Contact: Prof José Clavijo clamiche@telcel.net.ve
6-11 July 2003

XVth International Plant Protection Conference, Beijing, China, 2003. http://www.ipmchina.cn.net/ippc and http:///www.congress.com.cn
17-20 July 2003

The 2nd International Conference on Medicinal Mushrooms (InCoMM) 2003: “From Traditional Knowledge To Modern Biotechnology” Contact: Incomm 2003 Secretariat Tel: 66 2564 6700, Fax: 66 2564 6701 to 5, Email: incomm2003@biotec.or.th | biothailand2003@biotec.or.th Web: http://incomm.biotec.or.th | http://biothailand2003.biotec.or.th
August 2003

International Conference and Training Course "New technologies and resources to study the Aschelminthes”, Institute for Inland Water Bodies Research, Russian Academy of Science, Borok.Contact: Dr Alex Ryss, Tel: +7 812 3280611, Fax: +7 812 3236955, Email: nema@zin.ru
17-27 August 2003

XI Congress of The Russian Botanical Society, Central Siberian Botanical Garden, Russian Academy of Sciences,Novosibirsk. Contact: Dr Konstantin Baikov, Tel: +38 32 395 467, Fax: +38 32 301 986, Email: baikov@csbg.nsc.ru
.
25-30 August 2003

II Congress of Conservation of Biodiversity in The Andes and The Amazon Basin and IV Ecuadorian Botanical Congress, Loja, Ecuador. Contact: Dr. Rainer W. Bussmann, Nature and Culture International, 1400 Maiden Lane, Del Mar, CA 92014. Tel: (++1)-858-259-0374, Fax: (++1)-858-259-1815, Email: rbussmann@natureandculture.org | Biodiversidad2003@utpl.edu.ec Web: www.natureandculture.org
2004

15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q 4059Australia. Tel + 61 7 3368 2644, Fax: +7 3369 3731Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org
New Publications
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org
· Taenia solium Cysticercosis 
· Lyme Borreliosis: Biology, Epidemiology and Control
· Agriculture, Hydrology and Water Quality
· Persistence and Change in Rural Communities
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM AUSTRALIAN BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES STUDY (ABRS)

contact: www.publish.csiro.au www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/
· AusGrass: Grasses of Australia (2002)CD-ROM

· Spiders of Australia, interactive identification to subfamily, CD-ROM

WORLD ATLAS OF BIODIVERSITY

Web: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/information_services/publications/biodiversityatlas/presspack/index.htm
QUARTERLY BULLETIN ON AGROBIODIVERSITY NEWS

Results of GEF-UNDP project "In-situ conservation of native landraces and their wild relatives in Vietnam". Contact: Tran Thi Hoa, Email: htran@bdvn.vnd.net
	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ASEANET 

Regional Coordinators: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
A successful training course on Diversity and Biology of Ants in Tropical Rainforest was organised at UPM from 23rd September to 5th October 2002 . The course was funded by the Japan Science and Technology Cooperation (JST), ASEANET and MOSTE. The course was attended by 26 participants - Malaysia (18), Indonesia (1), Philippines (1), Singapore (5) and Mongolia (1).

CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
18th-29th November - FAO sponsored Training Workshop in Trinidad on the ID and Management of pests of phytosanitary importance to the Caribbean.

25th November-4th December - Commonwealth Secretariat and EU sponsored Regional Workshop on the ID of Scale Insects and their natural enemies, Central Experiment Station, Centeno, Trinidad.

EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Dr Sam Sesega: sams@sprep.org.ws
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
During February to December 2003 - Taught MSc. (Systematics & Conservation Evaluation) in Zoology, Entomology & Botany. Department of Zoology & Entomology, University of Pretoria. Requirements: BSc. (Hons) or equivalent. Funding: May be available to South Africans. Foreign students need to organize own funding. Application Deadline: 15th December 2002. Contact: Dr Chris Chimimba. Tel: +27 +12 420-2752; Fax: +27 +12 362-5242; e-mail: ctchimimba@zoology.up.ac.za
WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
The Formulation Workshop was held 14-18 October.  The proposal to establish AndinoNET is now being considered by the Andean Community countries.

NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
NAFRINET
Interim Regional coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

NAmeriLOOP

Interim Regional Coordinator: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
SACNET

Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org 
JANUARY 2003 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 10 DECEMBER please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French.  Contact TecSec | www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm. 
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