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Director’s Feedback
Following the successful 3GTW follow-up meeting in Paris last month, summarized versions of the outputs from this meeting as well as from 3GTW, along with those of other GTI activities since CoP 6 have been submitted as an ‘INF doc.’ to SBSTTA 8 by the GTI Programme Officer (see: http://www.biodiv.org/doc/meeting.asp?wg=SBSTTA-08&tab=1). Unfortunately the GTI is not formally on the SBSTTA 8 agenda other than as part of the Cross-cutting Initiatives, thus very little will be dealt with regarding the GTI at this meeting. TecSec has however drawn up a document intended as a guide for CBD and GTI Focal Points to assist with integrating taxonomy within CBD work programmes. This document is freely available from our website and all interested parties are encouraged to do so and utilise it in relevant discussions with government officials and other relevant parties (www.bionet-intl.org). Also as an agreed outcome from Paris, we will soon be calling for short case studies which show the value of taxonomy to society. These will be hosted in downloadable format on our website. More on this later.
Other news is a very successful 3rd LCC held by ASEANET in Brunei, as well as BioNET’s formal participation in the CGIAR’s SP-IPM Programme, whose Inter-Institutional Working Group meeting was held in Taiwan last week. Finally, as part of ongoing streamlining and cost-saving activities, we will be exploring how best to migrate our regular communications away from expensive hardcopy and making increasing use of electronic publishing. You should soon receive a short questionnaire on this and we would greatly appreciate your feedback as regards the format and type of products you would like to receive from us.

All best wishes

Nick
New Developments
New Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention Secretariat 

CONGRATULATIONS to Dr Peter Bridgewater. Peter will be leaving his position as Director of Ecological Sciences, UNESCO shortly to take up his new position with Ramsar. He has been an active supporter of taxonomy and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, notably adding UNESCO’s support to the organisation of 3GTW in July 2002 and the follow up workshop in Paris in February.

New Websites: 

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS, KEW

DNA Bank Web: www.kew.org/data/dnaBank/homeoage.html or Email: dna@kew.org
Seed Information Database (SID) Web: www.kew.org/data/sid/index.html
The World Checklist and Bibliography of Fagales Web: www.kew.org/wcb/index.html
LEPIDEX

New on-line database: Global Lepidoptera Names Index. Computerized, updated version of the Natural History Museum's card index archive of scientific names of living and fossil Lepidoptera of the world. Contact George Beccaloni Email: g.beccaloni@nhm.ac.uk Web: http://www.nhm.ac.uk/entomology/lepindex/ 

GLOBAL WARMING

Early Warning Signs map online showing global climate change indicators or "hotspots" such as sea-level rise, melting glaciers, heat waves, floods, and shifting plant and animal ranges. Web: http://www.climatehotmap.org
THE BUGWOOD NETWORK
InsectImages www.InsectImages.org ForestryImages www.forestryimages.org Invasive.org www.Invasive.org IPM Images www.IPMImages.org Contact Keith Douce, Email: kdouce@arches.uga.edu or Dave Moorhead, P.O. Box 748, Coastal Plain Experiment Station, Tifton, GA 31793 USA Email: moorhead@uga.edu Web: www.Bugwood.org
THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION'S MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT OF BIODIVERSITY PROGRAM – TWO COURSES
(1) 30 April – 2 June 2003. Biodiversity Assessment and Monitoring for Adaptive Management, (2) Environmental Leadership. Programmes for conservation biologists, ecologists, resource managers and environmental leaders. Contact: Geri Philpott, Smithsonian Institution, MAB Program, Tel: 1 202.357-4793; Fax: 1 202.786-2557; E-mail: gphilpott@ic.si.edu Web: http://www.si.edu/simab
RESEARCH STUDENTSHIPS IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STUDIES

Saïd Business School, University of Oxford

Applications are invited for Research Studentships from 1st October 2003 for 3 years. Information and application forms: Audrey Leishman quoting STS-2003 Email: audrey.leishman@sbs.ox.ac.uk Web: http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/html/doctoral_finance.asp
DISCOVER LIFE/POLISTES FOUNDATION

has received a gift of computer servers worth over US$ 200,000 from Sun Microsystems. Web: http://www.discoverlife.org
VACANCY: INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE
Deputy-Director General (Research for Development), Ibadan, Nigeria. Contact: Email s.ayebameru@cgiar.org Fax: 234-2-2412221, Mail Dr. Sheriff A. Adetunji, Acting Head, Corporate Services, c/o Lambourn & Co., Carolyn House, 26 Dingwall Road, Croydon CR9 3EE, UK, by 30 April 2003.
VACANCY: CENTER FOR CONSERVATION & SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (CCSD)
Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG) seeks applications and nominations for new Director of CCSD. Contact: Judith Auerbach, Auerbach Associates, 65 Franklin Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02110; Tel: 617-451-0095. Nominations and applications to: sara@auerbach-assc.com
New Publications
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org
· Responsible Fisheries in the Marine Ecosystem
· Ecotourism Policy and Planning
· Trees, Crops and Soil Fertility - Concepts and Research Methods

· Weed Ecology in Natural and Agricultural Systems
ETI’S WORLD BIODIVERSITY DATABASE CD-ROM SERIES

Zooplankton and Micronekton of the North Sea. Contact: Fax: +31 20 5257238, Email: Secretary@eti.uva.nl http://www.eti.uva.nl
Calendar of Events
22-24 April 2003

Sustainable Tourism Egypt 2003 Conference, Cairo. Contact: Ahmed H Hassan, Tel: (Direct) (20) (10) 500 6768; or (20) (2) 570 3455/570 2256, Fax: (20) (2) 571 7544, Email:ahassan1@rssti.com
22-26 April 2003

II International Congress on Marine Science and Technology "Oceans III Millennium", Alicante, Spain. Information: www.fomar.org
29 April-2 May 2003

XXI International Symposium on Biological Control of Weeds, Canberra, Australia. Information: http://www.ento.csiro.au/weeds2003
5-9 May 2003

Short Term Training Course on Management of Forest Herbarium & Aboreta for national and international participants at Forest Research Institute, India. Contact: Dr Sas Biswas. Tel: +91 135 2757021-26/2774448; Fax +91 135 2756865; Email: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
6-9 May 2003

Sixth International Workshop on Biological Control and Management of Chromolaena odorata, sponsored by ACIAR and IOBC, Cairns, Australia. Contact: Dr. Rachel McFadyen, Tel: 61-7-3375-0739, Fax: 61-7-3375-0777, Email: rachel.mcfadyen@nrm.qld.gov.au Or Dr. R. Muniappan, Tel: 1-671-735-2142, Fax: 1-671-734-6842, Email: rmuni@uog9.uog.edu
14 May 2000

Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission: Revised Agenda Pre-APFC Policy Seminar, Efficacy of Removing Natural Forests from Timber Production as a Strategy for Conserving Forests, Noosaville, Queensland, Australia. Contact: I.G.M Tantra tantra@indo.net.id
21-25 May 2003

1st International Conference of Neotropical Orchidology, continuation of the Mesoamerican Seminar on Orchidology and Conservation, San José, Costa Rica. Contact: Jorge Warner, P.O. BOX 1031-7050, Cartago, Costa Rica. Fax: (506) 552-3151, Email: jwarner@cariari.urc.ac.cr
22 May 2003 

World Biodiversity Day. Theme: Biodiversity and Poverty Alleviation - challenges for Sustainable Development 

22-24 May 2003 

Third Taro Symposium, Nadi, Fiji. Contact:  Danny Hunter, Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC), Tel: (679) 3370 733, Fax: (679) 3370 021, Email: dannyh@spc.int
27-29 May 2003 
IV Annual Congress AACS – Protected Areas and People, Nuequen, (Patagonia), Argentina. Contact: Alicia Lona, Tel: 54 299 449 0378, Email: aprot503@uncoma.edu.ar or Maria Mercedes Rosso, Tel: 54 299 449 0302, Email: becas@uncoma.edu.ar
5 June 2003 

World Environment Day

14-20 June 2003

International Association of Impact Assessment '03 Conference:  Impact Assessment and Capacity Building, Marrakech, Morocco.  See http://www.iaia.org/
23-26 June 2003 

Bridging Scales and Epistemologies: Linking Local Knowledge with Global Science in Multi-Scale Assessments, Kunming, China. Contact: Carolina Katz Reid, Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, c/o ICLARM, PO Box 500 GPO, 210670 Penang, Malaysia. Tel: +60 4 1606, Fax: +60 4 626 5530, Email: conference@millenniumassessment.org, Web: www.millenniumassessment.org 

24-28 de June 2003

VII Botany Symposium, Cuba. Contact: Jacqueline Pérez Camacho or Sonia Rosete Blandariz. Instituto de Ecología y Sistemática, A.P. 8029, C.P. 10800, Havana, Cuba. Fax. (537) 57-8266 / 57-8088. E-mail: botanica.ies@ama.cu ; direccion.ies@ama.cu
1-4 July 2003

XVIII Venezuelan Entomology Congress, Maracay. Contact: Prof José Clavijo clamiche@telcel.net.ve
6-11 July 2003

XVth International Plant Protection Conference, Beijing, China, 2003. http://www.ipmchina.cn.net/ippc and http:///www.congress.com.cn
11-15 July 2003 

Fifth biennial conference of the Bolivian Section of the International Union for the Study of Social Insects (IUSSI), St Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago. Languages: English and Spanish. Contact: Christopher K. Starr, fax (868) 645-7132 or 663-9686, Email ckstarr99@hotmail.com
14-18 July 2003 

Short Term Training Course on Biodiversity Conservation at Forest Research Institute, India. Contact: Dr Sas Biswas. Tel: +91 135 2757021-26/2774448; Fax +91 135 2756865; Email: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
15-18 July 2003
International Botanical Gardens Conference, Bali Botanic Gardens, Indonesia. Contact: E-mail: kriblipi@bogor.wasantara.net.id inetpc@indo.net.id
16-20 July 2003 

XII World Congress of Food Science & Technology (IUFoST), Chicago, USA. Contact: J. Meech, Email: secretariat@iufost.org Web: http://www.iufost.org
17-19 July 2003

Colombian Society of Entomology Congress, Cali, Colombia. Contact: Carmen Elisa Posso, Email: socolen@univalle.edu.co
17-20 July 2003

2nd International Conference on Medicinal Mushrooms (InCoMM) 2003: “From Traditional Knowledge To Modern Biotechnology” Contact: Incomm 2003 Secretariat Tel: 66 2564 6700, Fax: 66 2564 6701 to 5, Email: incomm2003@biotec.or.th; biothailand2003@biotec.or.th Web: http://incomm.biotec.or.th; http://biothailand2003.biotec.or.th
20-24 July 2003 

XIX International Congress of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology (IUBMB), Toronto, Canada. Contact: J.H. Weil Email: Jacques-Henry.Weil@ibmp-ulp.u-strasboourg.fr Web: http://www.iubmb.unibe.ch
20-28 July 2003

Biological Diversity and Functioning of Microbial Communities in the Aquatic and Terrestrial Systems of Central Asia, Ulan-Ude, Buryatia, Russia. Contact: Laboratory of Microbiology, Institute of General and Experimental Biology SD RAS, 6 Sakhyanovoi Str. Ulan-Ude, Buryatia 670047 Russia. Tel: (3012) 434902; Email: alla@biol.bsc.buryatia.ru bairnam@biol.bsc.buryatia.ru
27 July-2 August 2003 

International Conference on Managing Soils for Food Security, Human Health and the Environment. “Emerging Strategies for Poverty Alleviation”. Accra, Ghana. Contact: Soil Science Society of Ghana, Fax: +233 21 500 467, Email: soilagm@hotmail.com
23-29 August 2003

International Conference and Training Course "New technologies and resources to study the Aschelminthes”, Institute for Inland Water Bodies Research, Russian Academy of Science, Borok. Contact: Dr Alex Ryss, Tel: +7 812 3280611, Fax: +7 812 3236955, Email: nema@zin.ru Web: http://www.bionet-intl.org/Aschelminthes03/
17-27 August 2003

XI Congress of The Russian Botanical Society, Central Siberian Botanical Garden, Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibirsk. Contact: Dr Konstantin Baikov, Tel: +38 32 395 467, Fax: +38 32 301 986, Email: baikov@csbg.nsc.ru
25-30 August 2003

II Congress of Conservation of Biodiversity in The Andes and The Amazon Basin and IV Ecuadorian Botanical Congress, Loja, Ecuador. Contact: Dr. Rainer W. Bussmann, Nature and Culture International, 1400 Maiden Lane, Del Mar, CA 92014. Tel: (++1)-858-259-0374, Fax: (++1)-858-259-1815, Email: rbussmann@natureandculture.org | Biodiversidad2003@utpl.edu.ec Web: www.natureandculture.org
30 August-6 September 2003

2nd International NCCR Climate Summer School:  Climate Change: Impacts on Terrestrial Ecosystems, Grindelwald, Switzerland. Details: http://www.nccr climate.unibe.ch/events/summerscool/03/information.html

8-17 September 2003

5th World Congress on Protected Areas, Durban, South Africa. See: http://wcpa.iucn.org/wpc/wpc.html
14-20 September 2003

International Conference: Tropical Savannas and Seasonally Dry Forests, Edinburgh, UK. Email savanna-conference@ectf-ed.org.uk; Web: http://www.ectf.co.uk/.  Abstract submission deadline: 30th March 2003.

21-26 September 2003 

XVII Congress of the Association for the Taxonomic Study of the Flora of Tropical Africa - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Contact: Tel: +251 1 114323, Fax: +251 1 552350, Email:nat.heb@telecom.net.et
21-28 September 2003

XII World Forestry Congress, Quebec, Canada. Web: http://www.wfc2003.org/
22-27 September 2003
XIV Congress of European Mycologists, Katsiveli, Crimea, Ukraine, Contact: Department of Mycology, M.G. Kholodny Institute of Botany, National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Tereshchenkivs'ka Street 2,01601 Kiev, Ukraine. Tel.:(+380) 44 234-6171, Fax: (+380) 44 234-6171, Email: xivcem@symbiosis.kiev.ua Web: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/14cem/
4-10 October 2003

Joint International forum on Biodiversity Information: Building Capacity in Asia and Oceania, Tsukuba, Japan. Contact: International Communications Specialists Inc. Sabo Kaikan-bekkan 2-7-4 Hirakawa-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8646 Japan. Tel: +81 3 3263-6474, Fax: +81 3 3263 7537, Email: biodiv@ics-inc.co.jp Web: http://www.gti.nies.go.jp/forum2003/
12-17 October 2003

The Sixth Conference of the African Crop Science Society, “Harnessing agricultural technologies to alleviate hunger and poverty in Africa” Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Prof. Agnes W. Mwang’ombe, Department of Crop Protection, University of Nairobi, P.O. Box 30197, Nairobi, Kenya. Tel: 254-2-630491. Email: Mwangome@kenyaweb.com
12-16 October 2003 

8th Arab Congress of Plant Protection, El-Beida City, Libya. Contact: B.Bayaa, ICARDA, PO Box 54676, Aleppo, Syria, Fax: +963 21 2213490, Email: B.Bayaa@cgiar.org
3-7 November 2003 

Invasive Plants in Natural and Managed Systems: Linking Science and Management and 7th International Conference on the Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions. Ft. Lauderdale, USA. See: http://www.esa.org/ipinams-emapi7/
10-14 November 2003

Ninth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice of the CBD, Montreal, Canada. Web: www.biodiv.org
10-14 November 2003 

Third International Conference of the Panafrican Fish and Fisheries Association, Cotonou, Benin. Contact: Dr Laleye A. Philippe, African Fish and Fisheries, Diversity and Utilisation Conference, Université d’Abomey Calavi FSA, 01 BP 526 Cotonou, Bénin, Fax :+ 229 36 01 22, Email: phlaleye@firstnet1.com | paradibenin@firstnet1.com Web: http://membres.lycos.fr/hydrobiofsa/colloqueformuaire.htm
16-19 November 2003 

START Young Scientists’ Global Change Conference, Trieste, Italy. Contact: Kirsty Ross, Fax: +27 11 717 6535; Email: kirsty@crg.bpb.wits.ac.za Web: www.start.org/Fellowships/YS_Conference.html
2-5 December 2003 

12th Symposium of the IUBS Bioindicators Commission, Hong Kong, China. Contact: Rudolf S.S. Wu, Tel: +852 2788 7403, Fax: +852 2788 7406, Email: bhrswu@citu.edu.hk
8-12 December 2003

Short Term Training Course on Biodiversity Conservation at Forest Research Institute, India. Contact: Dr Sas Biswas. Tel: +91 135 2757021-26/2774448; Fax +91 135 2756865; Email: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
2004

18-23 January 2004 

IUBS Conference “Biological Sciences, Development and Society” & 28th IUBS General Assembly, Cairo, Egypt. Contact: IUBS Secretariat, Tel: +33 (0) 45 25 00 09, Fax: +33 (0) 1 45 25 20 29, Email: secretariat@iubs.org, Web: http://www.iubs.org
15-26 March 2004

Seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties of the CBD, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org
31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Tel + 61 7 3368 2644, Fax: +7 3369 3731 Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
November

IUCN World Congress, Bangkok Thailand. www.iucn.org
2005

17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof.Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ASEANET http://www.mardi.my/Aseanet
Regional Coordinators: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my; Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Da-Wei Huang, Director, Zoology Institute, CAS: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn 

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia, NMK: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg, Univ. of Amsterdam ulenberg@science.uva.nl
NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

Following the UNDP rules for Technical Cooperation Networks, the network is now formally operational and will focus on implementing the Global Taxonomy Initiative by building taxonomy to meet priority user-needs in the region. NAFRINET Proposal and Workplan (in French and English) available at: www.bionet-intl.org
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Dr Sam Sesega, SPREP: sams@sprep.org.ws
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley, PPRI: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
NAmeriLOOP

Interim Regional Coordinator: Dr Bobbie Faul-Zeitler: faulzeitler@nscalliance.org
NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
All interested institutions in Mexico and the countries of Central America are invited to participate in the creation of the MesoAmeriNET LOOP. It is anticipated that this workshop will be held in April 2003.  Contact Alvaro Herrera, Interim Regional Coordinator. Email: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

FIELD TRIPS NICARAGUA 2003

Organised by the Museo Entomologico de Leon. Contact: Jean-Michel MAES, Email: jmmaes@ibw.com.ni
SACNET

Contact TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org 
MAY 2003 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 11th APRIL please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and off our website.  Contact TecSec | www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/bulletin.htm
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm. 
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