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Director’s Feedback
With BioNET’s Director Nick King at the World Parks Congress, this month’s feedback comes from Assistant Director Richard Smith

August saw BioNET’s Technical Secretariat and ANDINONET’s coordinator, José Clavijo, participate in the joint Third IABIN Council Meeting and CHM Regional Subgroup for Latin America and the Caribbean www.iabin-us.org.  IABIN – the Inter American Biodiversity Information Network – is a programme aimed at promoting the digitisation and availability of biodiversity information in the Americas.  We encourage BioNET’s existing and developing LOOPs in the region to support this complementary initiative as it takes shape in the coming months.  As I write, the World Parks Congress is underway in Durban, South Africa. Nick King will be presenting a paper on Meeting the knowledge gaps in protected area and ecosystem management– overcoming the taxonomic impediment.  The Parks Congress will help determine the future role of protected areas in biodiversity conservation by addressing the theme Benefits Beyond Boundaries and by helping prepare the ground for the planned work programme on protected areas under the CBD.

In the coming weeks LOOPs and TecSec will be participating in a number of international fora.  In Germany there is a workshop aimed at promoting the use of the International Plant Protection Convention www.ippc.int in invasive species management; EASIANET, SAFRINET, WAFRINET and TecSec will be making presentations.  In Japan, the Joint International Forum on Biodiversity Information: Building Capacity in Asia and Oceania www.gti.nies.go.jp/whats/provisional.html.

will involve a number of LOOP representatives and provides an opportunity to hold the 2nd EASIANET LOOP Coordinating Committee meeting to which all interested institutions are invited. 

Attached this month is another case study describing the Societal Impact of Taxonomy - Early identification of a new invasive pest saves billions, part of a growing set (further contributions are welcome!) that we hope will be of use as you communicate the importance of taxonomy to others.  Finally, we are delighted to announce the availability of two new CDs (see New Publications below): 1. Vorontsov’s Who’s Who in Biodiversity Sciences; and 2. Electronic distribution maps of Caribbean fungi.

Best wishes to all,

Richard

New Developments
NEW JOURNAL: PHYLOINFORMATICS:

Call for papers - editors wanted – Contact: Dennis DeGreve. EMail: editor@phyloinformatics.org Web: http://phyloinformatics.org 

TDGW ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 2003 – LISBON, PORTUGAL

Call for papers and posters. Titles and abstracts (up to 200 words, 20-30 minute presentation) should be submitted as soon as possible. Themes: Taxonomic Names, interoperability, and the provision of data via the Web. Contact: Adrian Rissoné Email: A.Rissone@nhm.ac.uk. Web: http://www.tdwg.org/2003meet/TDWG2003.htm
DISCOVER LIFE & LUCID PARTNERSHIP

Lucid matrix key software allows you to build multi-media identification keys and to distribute them via CD and the web.  Discover Life has Web-based identification tools.  See the first product of this partnership: http://www.discoverlife.org/nh/id/lucid
BRUNEI DARUSSALAM GOVERNMENT

invites suitably qualified applicants for the following posts: Plant Pathologist, Plant Entomologist, Senior Agricultural Chemist and Agricultural Chemist. Web: http://www.psd.gov.bn 


INSTITUTE FOR ADVANCED STUDIES on Science, Technology and Society (IAS-STS),

Graz, Austria - FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME 2004/2005 
offers 5 grants (EUR 1,000 per month) from 1 October 2004 to 30 June 2005. Themes: 1. Gender - Technology – Environment, 2. Ethical, Legal and Social Aspects of Genome Research and Biotechnology, 3. Technology Studies and Sustainability. Contact: E-mail: info@sts.tu-graz.ac.at Web: www.sts.tu-graz.ac.at (deadline: 15/01/2004)
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: UNITED NATION'S EQUATOR PRIZE 2004

The prize will recognize 6 outstanding community initiatives/activities that demonstrate extraordinary achievement in reducing poverty through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the equatorial belt. Contact: Email: EquatorInitiative@undp.org Web: http://www.undp.org/equatorinitiative/
New Publications
NEW PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM BioNET-INTERNATIONAL’S TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
· Vorontsov’s Who’s Who In Biodiversity Sciences in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

· Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi
THE GOLDEN APPLE SNAIL (GAS) CD-ROM
Contact: R. C. Joshi, Email: ejoshi@philrice.gov.ph or rcjoshi@philrice.gov.ph
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org  www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· Modeling Forest Systems

· Organic Fruit Growing 
· The Ecology of Soil Decomposition

· Invasive Plant Species of the World - A Reference Guide to Environmental Weeds
NEW CD ROM ETI BIODIVERSITY CENTRE
Flora Malesiana: Orchids of the Philippines Vol. 1.

Contact: ETI, University of Amsterdam. Fax: +31 20 525 7238. Email: secretary@eti.uva.nl
Calendar of Events
21-26 September 2003 

XVII Congress of the Association for the Taxonomic Study of the Flora of Tropical Africa (AETFAT) - Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Contact: Email:nat.heb@telecom.net.et
21-28 September 2003

XII World Forestry Congress, Quebec, Canada. Web: http://www.wfc2003.org/
22-26 September 2003

Workshop: Invasive Alien Species and the International Plant Protection Convention, Braunschweig, Germany. Contact: IAS2003@ippc.int Web: http://www.ippc.int/IPP/En/Archive/IAS2003/IAS-WORKSHOP-Home.htm (including registration forms and travel assistance applications) 
22-27 September 2003
XIV Congress of European Mycologists, Katsiveli, Crimea, Ukraine, Contact: Email: xivcem@symbiosis.kiev.ua Web: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/14cem/
25-27 September 2003
International Seminar on the sustainable management of Wetlands in Latin America and International Symposium of Ecotourism and Wetlands, Hotel Mayorazgo, Ciudad de Paraná, Entre Ríos – Argentina. Contact:  E-mail: seminario.humedales@arnet.com.ar Web: www.proteger.org.ar 

30 September-2 October 2003
4th International Conference & Exhibition For Environmental Technologies, Management and Funding, Cairo International Conference Center. Contact: Tel.: 00202 3368722, 3368497, 3368329, Fax: 00202 3368786, 3368026 Email: magicx@ahk-mena.com Web: http://www.eeaa.gov.eg/English/main/Env2003.asp
30 September-10 October 2003

IV Postgraduate Course on Biodiversity, Nicaragua. Contact: Dr. Mijail Pérez E-mail Ampp@ns.uca.edu.ni
4-10 October 2003

Joint International forum on Biodiversity Information: Building Capacity in Asia and Oceania, Tsukuba, Japan. Contact: Email: biodiv@ics-inc.co.jp Web: http://www-gti.nies.go.jp/forum2003/
5-11 October 2003

Chilean Congress of Ornithology; VII Congress of Neotropical Ornithology; VII Congress of Chilean Ornithology, Termas de Puyehue, Chile. Contact: Ellen Paul, Email: epaul@concentric.net

12-17 October 2003

The Sixth Conference of the African Crop Science Society, “Harnessing agricultural technologies to alleviate hunger and poverty in Africa” Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Prof. Agnes W. Mwang’ombe, Email: Mwangome@kenyaweb.com
12-16 October 2003 

8th Arab Congress of Plant Protection, El-Beida City, Libya. Contact: B.Bayaa, Email: B.Bayaa@cgiar.org
14-18 October 2003
1st International Workshop: Conservation and Management of Biological Diversity, Cuba. Contact: Dr. José Alberto Jaula Botet, E-mail: cemarna@vrect.upr.edu.cu / jaula@vrect.upr.edu.cu
19-23 October 2003 

Conference of the Botanical Society of Nigeria. Contact: Toyin Ogundipe. Email: toyin60@yahoo.com
21-26 October 2003

Taxonomic Databases Working Group (TDWG) Annual Meeting, Instituto Gulbenkian de Ciência, Oeiras, Portugal. Contact: gmackenzie@york.biosis.org Web: http://www.tdwg.org
3-7 November 2003 

Invasive Plants in Natural and Managed Systems: Linking Science and Management and 7th International Conference on the Ecology and Management of Alien Plant Invasions. Ft. Lauderdale, USA. See: http://www.esa.org/ipinams-emapi7/
4-7 November 2003

XVIII Annual Meeting of the Argentinean Society of Mammalogists (SAREM), La Rioja, Argentina See: indellar@infovia.com.ar
4-8 November 2003
6th Africa GIS Conference and Exhibition - “Meeting the Information Needs for the New Partnership for the Development of Africa (NEPAD)”, Dakar, Senegal. Contact: Mr. Moctar Niang, Email: niang@cse.sn Web: http://www.eis-africa.org/ or http://www.cse.sn or EIS-AFRICA, Email: eisafrica@csir.co.za; egavin@csir.co.za
10-14 November 2003

SBSTTA 9: Ninth Meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the CBD, Montreal, Canada. Web: www.biodiv.org
10-14 November 2003 

Third International Conference of the Panafrican Fish and Fisheries Association, Cotonou, Benin. Contact: Dr Laleye A. Philippe, Email: phlaleye@firstnet1.com | paradibenin@firstnet1.com Web: http://membres.lycos.fr/hydrobiofsa/colloqueformuaire.htm
16-19 November 2003 

START Young Scientists’ Global Change Conference, Trieste, Italy. Contact: Kirsty Ross, Email: kirsty@crg.bpb.wits.ac.za Web: www.start.org/Fellowships/YS_Conference.html
1-4 December 2003
International Symposium: Information Systems on Biodiversity of Species & Ecosystems. Zoological Institute RAS, St.Petersburg, Russia. Contact: Dr. Alex Ryss, Tel +7 (812) 3280611, Fax 7(812) 3236955, Email: nema@zin.ru Web: www.bionet-intl.org/petersb03/index.html
1-5 December 2003

13th International Symposium on Biology of Actinomycetes, Melbourne, Australia. A WFCC workshop "Commercial Use of Microbial Diversity" is to be held during this Conference. Information: http://www.conferenceorganisers.com.au/isba/index.html
2-5 December 2003 

12th Symposium of the IUBS Bioindicators Commission, Hong Kong, China. Contact: Rudolf S.S. Wu, Email: bhrswu@citu.edu.hk
8-12 December 2003

Short Term Training Course on Biodiversity Conservation at Forest Research Institute, India. Contact: Dr Sas Biswas. Email: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
20 December 2003-5 January 2004

International training course on Tropical Freshwater Zooplankton, Christ College, University of Calicut, Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India. Contact: Prof. Dr. C.K. Gopinathan Nayar, Email: lak98@rediffmail.com; Web: http://www.geocities.com/klri98/tropical_freshwater_zooplankton.htm
2004

18-23 January 2004 

IUBS Conference “Biological Sciences, Development and Society” & 28th IUBS General Assembly, Cairo, Egypt. Contact: IUBS Secretariat, Email: secretariat@iubs.org, Web: http://www.iubs.org
15-26 March 2004

CBD CoP VII: Seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the CBD, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org
17-20 March 2004

VI Congress – Latin American Society of the History of Science and Technology, Buenos Aires. Contact: Fundación de Historia Natural Félix de Azara. Email: fundacionhn@caece.edu.ar Web: www.caece.edu.ar/fundacionhn

31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

5-12 April 2004

International Training Workshop on Biodiversity and Environmental Impact Assessment, Kandalama, Sri Lanka. Contact: Dr. Asha Rajvanshi, Email: ar@wii.gov.in Web: www.biodiversityasia.org
26-29 April 2004
24th Annual Meeting of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) - “Impact Assessment for Industrial Development: Whose Business is it?” Vancouver, Canada. Contact info@iaia.org Web: http://www.iaia.org
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. see: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org
27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004

IUCN World Congress People and Nature – Making the Difference, Bangkok, Thailand. Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio
2005

17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof.Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
IABIN Project Implementation Plan

José Clavijo (ANDINONET) and Richard Smith (TecSec) participated in the joint Third IABIN Council Meeting and CHM Regional Subgroup for Latin America and the Caribbean.  To contribute to the Project Implementation Plan and view other outputs from the meeting, see: www.iabin-us.org/meetings/2003_council/third_council_meeting.html
10 NEW FISH SPECIES DISCOVERED IN CAURA RIVER, VENEZUELA
The discovery was made during a single expedition by Conservation International’s Aquatic Rapid Assessment Program (AquaRAP) to the Caura River Basin in November 2000. http://www.sabcnews.com/sci_tech/science/0,2172,64813,00.

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sabcnews.com/sci_tech/science/0,2172,64813,00.html" html
ASEANET 

Secretariat: Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
ASEANET and the ASEAN Plant Health Cooperation Network

At the 3rd LCC Meeting of ASEANET in March 2003, delegates expressed the wish that the now defunct ASEAN-PLANTI be revived to again serve ASEAN as a centre for capacity-building in quarantine.  Following work with the Malaysian Government, a proposal for the establishment of an ASEAN Plant Health Cooperation Network was forwarded to the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF).  In a Joint Press Statement, the 25th Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (25th AMAF)

“……….. agreed to the establishment of an ASEAN Plant Health Cooperation Network to harmonize and coordinate regional capacity-building in quarantine and plant health. The network would come up with various projects to improve capacity building in SPS to facilitate market access of ASEAN agricultural products to the international market.”
AFFA-ASEANET WORKSHOP ON DEVELOPING A REGIONAL STANDARD FOR HUANGLONGBING IN ASEAN, 14TH-15TH AUGUST 2003, KUALA LUMPUR MALAYSIA

This two day Workshop, jointly organized by Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry Australia (AFFA) and ASEANET, attracted some 30 participants from the region.  Participants drew up a draft diagnostic standard for the citrus greening organism, an important plant pathogen in the region and one of quarantine importance to Australia.  Once finalized, the draft standard is expected to be forwarded to the Asia Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC) and the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) for consideration and adoption.

CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
Available on CD: Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi.  Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Contact: TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org
The Second LOOP Coordinating Committee (LCC) meeting will take place 5 October in Japan as a side meeting at the Joint International forum on Biodiversity Information: Building Capacity in Asia and Oceania.  The meeting will initiate projects and choose regional Network Coordinating Institute (NECI).  All interested institutions are invited to participate in the LCC meeting.  Those institutions interested in being considered for the role of NECI are requested to contact TecSec as soon as possible and by 3 October at the latest.

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia, NMK: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg, Univ. of Amsterdam ulenberg@science.uva.nl
NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

23-24 October 2003

 1st National NAFRINET Workshop, Morocco. Contact: Mohamed Fennane, Tel: +212 (37) 77 45 48, Email: Fennane@israbat.ac.ma or Nafrinet_Maroc@yahoo.fr
9-19 December 2003
1st National NAFRINET Workshop, Tunisia. Contact: Dr Naima Barbouche Tel: +216 71287 110, Fax: +216 71 799 391, Email: Barbouche.naima@inat.agrinet.tn 
PACINET

Contact: TecSec: bionet@bionet-intl.org
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley, PPRI: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za-

WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org
5-8 October 2003

Dr Michael Dike will be attending the 34th Annual Conference of the Entomological Society of Nigeria and will be presenting one of the symposia papers on "The need of Insect Identification in Entomology".

LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
Available on CD: Vorontsov’s Who’s Who In Biodiversity Sciences in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukrain and Uzbekistan. Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM - INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR BIODIVERSITY: SPECIES AND ECOSYSTEMS. Location: St. Petersburg, Russia.  Dates: 1-4 December 2003.  Contact: nema@zin.ru Web: www.bionet-intl.org/petersb03/index.html
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
All interested institutions in Mexico and the countries of Central America are invited to participate in the creation of the MesoAmeriNET LOOP. It is anticipated that this workshop will be held later in 2003.  Contact Alvaro Herrera, Interim Regional Coordinator. Email: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

SACNET

Nominated coordinating institute: IUCN-RBP, Dr P Balakrishna: pbala@sltnet.lk | www.biodiversityasia.org
The Proposal to Establish SACNET, the South Asian Countries' Network for Taxonomic Capacity Building, was agreed at the SACNET Formulation Workshop-GBF, Dhaka, 15-20 June 2003.
* For the Proposal and more on the SACNET Formulation Workshop, including presentations, participation and background materials, see: http://www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet

*For press coverage of the Workshop, see The Daily Star, Dhaka: http://thedailystar.net/2003/08/20/d30820020324.htm
NOVEMBER 2003 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 13th OCTOBER please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and off our website.  Contact TecSec | www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATION SLIDES

The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set is available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm. 
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