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Acting Director’s Feedback
Since the last Bulletin, BioNET’s Secretariat has been busy in Montreal participating at the ninth meeting and associated side meetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific Technical and Technological Advice to the Convention on Biological Diversity (SBSTTA), as well as working from the UK and Montreal to support colleagues in Guatemala and Costa Rica prepare for the MESOAMERINET Formulation Workshop in Guatemala, 17-18 November.

For BioNETTERS, two SBSTTA events were of particular importance.  First, a side event on the Global Taxonomy Initiative, jointly organised by the CBD Secretariat, GBIF, Germany, UNESCO and BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, was used to inform the wider CBD community of key GTI-supporting activities since the Programme of Work was agreed. BioNET and UNESCO made a joint presentation, highlighting the commitments made to implementing the GTI at 3GTW – see the SBSTTA document UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/9/INF/16 available from the CBD web site for a report on this and other GTI developments - and launch the 3GTW Resource CD (now available from BioNET).

The second important side event was the 2nd meeting of the Coordination Mechanism of the Global Taxonomy Initiative where BioNET joined national representatives and other organisations in electing Dr Christoph Haeuser as Chair for the coming year and congratulated the Secretariat of the CBD on organising the meeting so soon after the arrival of the GTI Programme Officer, Dr Lucie Rogo. Following the adoption of the GTI Programme of Work in 2002, the Coordination Mechanism now has a key role to play in promoting and facilitating the GTI. Issues discussed include the role of the GTI in meeting the 2010 WSSD target for significantly reducing biodiversity loss, the need for more countries to appoint GTI Focal Points, the need for greater awareness and use of guidelines on the GTI for CBD / GTI Focal Points and a timetable for finalising the Guide to the GTI.  A further meeting is planned for February at the seventh Conference of the Parties; contact Dr Lucie Rogo: lucie.rogo@biodiv.org.

In a further development, as I headed for Guatemala, SBSTTA was considering a Recommendation on the GTI for presentation to Parties at COP7.  We urge BioNETTERS to follow up on all this interest in the GTI among the CBD community by contacting their CBD and GTI Focal Points and offering to assist with GTI implementation.  For all GTI, CBD and SBSTTA documents see www.biodiv.org.

For this month’s Impacts of Taxonomy Case Study - The critical role of taxonomy in preventing harmful micro-algae impacting tourism, human health, fisheries and aquaculture – we are grateful to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission for providing a great example of how taxonomic capacity can be enhanced when pursued in a socio-economic context.

For those in North Africa, contact the NAFRINET coordinator for more on the Moroccan national workshop last month and the Tunisian national workshop set to take place 9-10 December.  

Finally, we are delighted to announce that a Spanish version of the CD Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi is available upon request from our Secretariat.
Very best wishes to all

Richard

New BioNET PUBLICATIONS  
CD PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FREE FROM BioNET’s Secretariat, Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL LEAFLET AND POWERPOINT SLIDES

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi

In English or Spanish
New Developments
HIMALAYAN RESOURCES INSTITUTE (HIRI) – Electronic Bulletin

News and views on R&D on Biological Diversity and related issues within a framework of sustainable development.  Contributions welcome. Contact: hirinepal@mail.com.np or hirinepal@yahoo.com Web: www.hirinepal.com.
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - HOSTING OF FUTURE AFRICA GIS MEETINGS

AFRICA GIS '05

Contact: Sonja Vorster, EIS-Africa. Tel:+27-12-3491068, Fax:+27-12-3492080, Email: eisafrica@csir.co.za Web: http://www.eis-africa.org
ARL-ANNOUNCE:

Inaugural Issue of PLoS Biology: Provides Free Access to Top-tier Biology Research
PLoS Biology, a monthly journal, free online. Features research of exceptional significance. Web: http://biology.plosjournals.org/
New Publications 
THE CBD FOR BOTANISTS: 

An Introduction to the Convention on Biological Diversity for People Working with Botanical Collections
A guide and training tool that provides a basic introduction to the CBD, with a focus on 'access and benefit-sharing' and practical implementation. Available in English, French and Spanish. Download: www.kew.org/conservation.  Hard copies: www.kewbooks.com.  Institutions in developing countries, Email: cbdunit@kew.org
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI 

contact: orders@cabi.org  www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· Water Dynamics in Plant Production

· Applied Animal Endocrinology

· Plant Evolution and the Origin of Crop Species, 2nd Edition

· Nature-Based Tourism, Environment and Land Management (Ecotourism Series, No. 1)

NEW CD ROM GOLDEN APPLE SNAIL (GAS)

Scientific Information Database on Golden Apple Snail (Pomacea spp) ISBN 971-92558-7-0. Web: http://www.applesnail.net Link: www.applesnail.net\content\pest_alert\pest_alert.htm 

NEW CD ROM ETI BIODIVERSITY CENTRE
Tree Seedlings of Indonesia – Key to Secondary Forest Seedlings of East Kalimantan

Contact: ETI, University of Amsterdam. Fax: +31 20 525 7238. Email: support@eti.uva.nl
CIAT-News

Recent Products and Developments at the International Center for Tropical Agriculture

See: http://www.ciat.cgiar.org
Calendar of Events
1-4 December 2003
International Symposium: Information Systems on Biodiversity of Species & Ecosystems. Zoological Institute RAS, St.Petersburg, Russia. Contact: Dr. Alex Ryss, Tel +7 (812) 3280611, Fax 7(812) 3236955, Email: nema@zin.ru Web: www.bionet-intl.org/petersb03/index.html
1-5 December 2003

13th International Symposium on Biology of Actinomycetes, Melbourne, Australia. A WFCC workshop "Commercial Use of Microbial Diversity" is to be held during this Conference. Information: http://www.conferenceorganisers.com.au/isba/index.html
2-5 December 2003 

12th Symposium of the IUBS Bioindicators Commission, Hong Kong, China. Contact: Rudolf S.S. Wu, Email: bhrswu@citu.edu.hk
8-12 December 2003

Short Term Training Course on Biodiversity Conservation at Forest Research Institute, India. Contact: Dr Sas Biswas. Email: biswassas@icfre.org or biswassas1@rediffmail.com Web: http://www.icfre.org
20 December 2003-5 January 2004

International training course on Tropical Freshwater Zooplankton, Christ College, University of Calicut, Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India. Contact: Prof. Dr. C.K. Gopinathan Nayar, Email: lak98@rediffmail.com; Web: http://www.geocities.com/klri98/tropical_freshwater_zooplankton.htm
2004

18-23 January 2004 

IUBS Conference “Biological Sciences, Development and Society” & 28th IUBS General Assembly, Cairo, Egypt. Contact: IUBS Secretariat, Email: secretariat@iubs.org, Web: http://www.iubs.org
9-20th February 2004 
CBD CoP VII: Seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org
23-27 February 2004

CBD COP-MOP 1 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

17-20 March 2004

VI Congress – Latin American Society of the History of Science and Technology, Buenos Aires. Contact: Fundación de Historia Natural Félix de Azara. Email: fundacionhn@caece.edu.ar Web: www.caece.edu.ar/fundacionhn

31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

4-9 April 2004
Tropic’s 2004 Convention, Havana International Conference Center. Contact: http://www.Loseventos.Cu/Tropico
5-12 April 2004

International Training Workshop on Biodiversity and Environmental Impact Assessment, Kandalama, Sri Lanka. Contact: Dr. Asha Rajvanshi, Email: ar@wii.gov.in Web: www.biodiversityasia.org
26-29 April 2004
24th Annual Meeting of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) - “Impact Assessment for Industrial Development: Whose Business is it?” Vancouver, Canada. Contact info@iaia.org Web: http://www.iaia.org
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
8-11 June 2004 

International Symposium: Biological Invasion between Eastern Asia and North America — Environmental and Economic Threats, Beijing, China. Web:http://bisobi.sino-eco.org
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
21–25 June 2004

Course-workshop Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agrarian Production. Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dr. Luis Vazquez. EMail: lvazquez@inisav.cu
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. see: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
21-23 July 2004

Entomology 2004 - Royal Entomological Society Annual National Meeting, University of York. Contact: Dr David Chesmore, Email: edc1@ohm.york.ac.uk Web: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org Conference Organisers: Web: http://www.ccm.com.au
5-10 September 2004

VI International Conference on Wildlife Management in Amazonia and Latin America, Iquitos, Peru. Email: congresofauna@amauta.rcp.net.pe Web: http://www.vicongreso.com.pe/

27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004

4th IUCN World Congress People and Nature – Making the Difference, Bangkok, Thailand. Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio
2005

17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof.Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
ASEANET 

Secretariat: Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
Available on CD: Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi.  Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk
EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia, NMK: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg, Univ. of Amsterdam ulenberg@science.uva.nl
NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

9-10 December 2003 - 1st National NAFRINET Workshop, Tunisia. Contact: Dr Naima Barbouche Tel: +216 71287 110, Fax: +216 71 799 391, Email: Barbouche.naima@inat.agrinet.tn 
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Siuli Tuailemafua siulit@sprep.org.ws
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley, PPRI: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM - INFORMATION SYSTEMS FOR BIODIVERSITY: SPECIES AND ECOSYSTEMS. Location: St. Petersburg, Russia.  Dates: 1-4 December 2003.  Contact: nema@zin.ru Web: www.bionet-intl.org/petersb03/index.html
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
The Formulation Workshop is scheduled for 17-18 November, Guatemala.

SACNET

Nominated coordinating institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  Contact: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk | www.biodiversityasia.org
JANUARY 2004 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 15th December please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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