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Director’s Feedback
This month I’m delighted to bring you news of further contribution to the Global Taxonomy Initiative from BioNET: the MESOAMERINET Formulation Workshop took place 17-18 November, Guatemala City with funding from SDC-Nicaragua.  Organised by InBio, Nidia Alvarez and BioNET, with additional support from Fundación para la Conservación de los Recursos Naturales y Ambiente en Guatemala, the Workshop built on the 1st GTI Workshop for Central America, 2001, in which participants discussed forming a LOOP in the region in order to help promote and coordinate the GTI. The 23 participants at the Guatemala Workshop included CBD Focal Points and Plant Protection Services from all countries in Meso America (from Mexico all the way to Panama).  Also participating were the GTI Programme Officer (CBD Secretariat), ANDINONET Coordinator, a CARINET representative, Missouri Botanic Gardens and CABI-Latin America and Caribbean.  Participants were keen to support the establishment of the LOOP and governments in the region are now considering the draft proposal agreed at the workshop. A regional Network Coordinating Institute is due to be elected by Workshop participants by 19 January.

Moving to Africa, we have news from NAFRINET of Tunisia’s First National Workshop, organised by the National Coordinator and a committee that included the CBD Focal Point.  Over 60 participants took part in the workshop from around the country.  An assessment of the status of taxonomy and taxonomic research was made for many groups.  Funding came from CARASP (Tunisia) with additional support from DFID (UK).  A full, detailed report is available (in French); see below for contact details.

On a somber note, it is with great regret we have to announce the death on 05/12/2003 of Mr Jean Marie Fondoun, the National Coordinator for Cameroon.  On behalf of all BioNETters, TecSec expresses sincere appreciation for all his contributions to WAFRINET and extends condolences to all who knew him. 

Launched at CBD SBSTTA9 in November, the 3GTW Plan of Action and Resource Kit for Taxonomic Capacity Building has been posted in CD form to all NACIs and 3GTW-Pretoria and Paris participants.  You can now also view all the CD contents on the web at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw.  Included are a Plan of Action for the GTI and all presentations and outputs from 3GTW.  See also advanced copy of a forthcoming paper on SABONET plus a published version of IUCN’s Keynote presentation at 3GTW.

Last month’s SBSTTA included the Second GTI Coordinating Mechanism meeting in which BioNET participated.  The meeting has given new momentum to the GTI and a report will be released in January, followed by a further meeting is planned for COP7 in February.  Importantly, SBSTTA adopted Recommendation IX/3, Global Taxonomy Initiative for consider at COP7: www.biodiv.org/recommendations/default.aspx?m=SBSTTA-09&id=7459&lg=0.

By the time you read this, the BioNET FUND Supervisory Board will have had its end of year meeting; I’ll have more on the outcomes of this next month.  Thanks to all who have contributed thoughts on BioNET and TecSec’s future.

Finally, many congratulations from TecSec to Dr Fassil Kebebew (interim National Coordinator for Ethiopia), winner of the prestigious Watson International Scholars of the Environment award for 2004.  

Season’s greetings and very best wishes to all,

Richard

New BioNET PUBLICATIONS
3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.

Now published at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw or contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org for a free copy on CD.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL- An Introduction

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi

In English or Spanish

View online: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/
Free CD available , contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
New Developments
NEWSLETTER OF THE GLOBAL PROGRAMME OF ACTION (GPA)

New newsletter for those interested in marine and freshwater policy, management and sustainability: http://www.gpa.unep.org. Feedback, contact: kdickinson@stakeholderforum.org. 

CONSTITUTION OF DATABASE OF EXPERTS IN GIRLS AND WOMEN’S EDUCATION

Volunteers - both men and women from all countries - sought for questionnaire organised by the International Center for Girls’ and Women’s Education in Africa (CIEFFA).  Contact: Professor Isabelle Glitho, Université de Lomé, B.P. 1515, Lomé, Togo; Email: iglitho@tg.refer.org or isabelglitho@hotmail.com.

New Publications 
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org  www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· Poisonous Plants and Related Toxins

· Agriculture and International Trade - Law, Policy and The WTO

· Genetics, Evolution and Biological Control

· Managing Soil Quality - Challenges in Modern Agriculture

· Destination Benchmarking: Concepts, Practices and Operations

· Fluorides in the Environment

· Intellectual Property Rights in Agricultural Biotechnology, Second Edition
CHINESE LIFE SCIENCES RESEARCH ONLINE

CABI Publishing, in co-operation with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, is making Chinese research in areas such as entomology, plant breeding, crop physiology and plant pathology FREELY AVAILABLE for a limited time. There's even a chance to win a digital camera!

Visit:http://www.cabi-publishing.org/chineseLifeSciencesResearchOnline.asp
In 2005 CABI Publishing is due to relaunch the Journal of Agricultural Genomics. In the meantime the full text of papers published in Vols 1 - 5 is available free online at http://www.cabi publishing.org/gateways/jag/index.html.

AGORA

Launched October 2003 to provide free access to over 400 scientific journals in agriculture and related biological, environmental and social sciences to public institutions in developing countries. For more information and to find out if your institution is eligible visit: http://www.aginternetwork.org
GOLDEN APPLE SNAIL (GAS)

CD-ROM Scientific Information Database on Golden Apple Snail (Pomacea spp.) ISBN 971-92558-7-0. For orders contact: Salome Ledesma, omecledesma@yahoo.com or ejoshi@philrice.gov.ph
Calendar of Events
20 December 2003-5 January 2004

International training course on Tropical Freshwater Zooplankton, Christ College, University of Calicut, Irinjalakuda, Kerala, India. Contact: Prof. Dr. C.K. Gopinathan Nayar, Email: lak98@rediffmail.com; Web: http://www.geocities.com/klri98/tropical_freshwater_zooplankton.htm
2004

7 January 2004
Annual Conference And Seminar: Biodiversity Research Group of Bangladesh (BRGB). Contact: E-mail: babhuiya@click-online.net or babhuiya@hotmail.com
18-23 January 2004 

IUBS Conference “Biological Sciences, Development and Society” & 28th IUBS General Assembly, Cairo, Egypt. Contact: IUBS Secretariat, Email: secretariat@iubs.org, Web: http://www.iubs.org
9-20th February 2004 
CBD CoP VII: Seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org
22-26 February 2004 

The 31st Annual Conference: Nigerian Society of Plant Protection, Contact Dr H.O.A. Oluma, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Agriculture, PMB 2373, Makurdi, Nigeria. E-mail: olumahoa@yahoo.com
23-27 February 2004

CBD COP-MOP 1 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

17-20 March 2004

VI Congress – Latin American Society of the History of Science and Technology, Buenos Aires. Contact: Fundación de Historia Natural Félix de Azara. Email: fundacionhn@caece.edu.ar Web: www.caece.edu.ar/fundacionhn

17-22 March 2004

Molecular Phylogenetic Workshop, Toronto, Canada. Contact: Dr KD Hyde or Dr R Jeewon, Department of Ecology & Biodiversity, University of Hong Kong, Tel: (852) 22990610, Fax: (852) 25176082, Email: rrjeewon@hku.hk Web:http://easianet.ecoport.org/workshop/information.html
31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

4-9 April 2004
Tropic’s 2004 Convention, Havana International Conference Center. Contact: Zósima López Ruiz, Fax: (537) 202 8382, E-mail: zosima@palco.cu or Catia Matos Andreu, Fax: (537) 8363174, Email: tropico@geotech.cu; geotrop@ama.cu Web: http:/www.ecosis.cu/tropicos.htm
5-12 April 2004

International Training Workshop on Biodiversity and Environmental Impact Assessment, Kandalama, Sri Lanka. Contact: Dr. Asha Rajvanshi, Email: ar@wii.gov.in Web: www.biodiversityasia.org
19-21 April 2004

The 2nd International Workshop and Product Exhibition on White Agriculture (Microbial Agriculture), Beijing, China. Contact: Erum Syed, CABI Bioscience, Bakeham Lane, Egham. Fax: + 44 (0)1491 829100; Email: e.syed@cabi.org Web: http://www.cabi-bioscience.org/Html/WAW.htm
26-29 April 2004
24th Annual Meeting of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) - “Impact Assessment for Industrial Development: Whose Business is it?” Vancouver, Canada. Contact info@iaia.org Web: http://www.iaia.org
May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
10-13 May 2004
EurOCEAN2004 European Conference on Marine Science and Ocean Technology. Galway, Ireland. Contact: eurocean2004@marine.ie Web: www.eurocean2004.com 

8-11 June 2004

Beijing International Symposium on Biological Invasions: Species Exchanges between Eastern Asia and North America: Threats to Environment and Economy. Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences CAS, Xiangshan, Beijing, China.Contact: (in China) Dr. Jianghui Huang Email: jhhuang@ns.ibcas.ac.cn (outside China) Dr. Shili Miao Email: smiao@sino-eco.org Web: http://bisobi.sino-eco.org/
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
21–25 June 2004

Course-workshop Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agrarian Production. Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dr. Luis Vazquez. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. see: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
6 July- 8 August 2004
XIV Wildlands and Protected Area Managers Spanish Language Course in Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming. Contact: Ryan Finchum, Tel: 970-491-6593, Fax: 970-491-4982, Email: finchum@cnr.colostate.edu and wildlands@cnr.colostate.edu
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
21-23 July 2004

Entomology 2004 - Royal Entomological Society Annual National Meeting, University of York. Contact: Dr David Chesmore, Email: edc1@ohm.york.ac.uk Web: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org Conference Organisers: Web: http://www.ccm.com.au
5-10 September 2004

VI International Conference on Wildlife Management in Amazonia and Latin America, Iquitos, Peru. Email: congresofauna@amauta.rcp.net.pe Web: http://www.vicongreso.com.pe/

27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004

4th IUCN World Congress People and Nature – Making the Difference, Bangkok, Thailand. Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio
2005

17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof.Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
	Regional Networks (LOOPS)


ESTABLISHED LOOPS
ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
ASEANET 

Secretariat: Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
MALAYSIAN NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES

In collaboration with ASEANET, the Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture Malaysia, organized a National Workshop on Invasive Alien Species on 20th October 2003 in preparation for the COP Meetings scheduled to be held in Kuala Lumpur in February 2003. The workshop was attended by about 50 participants from various sectors, e.g. agriculture, forestry, fishery, wildlife, animal husbandry, human health and from universities as well as research institutions.

CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
Available on CD and online: Electronic Distribution Maps Of Caribbean Fungi.  http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/  Email: bionet@bionet-intl.org
EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator: Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk
· The Minutes of the Second Meeting of the LOOP Coordinating Committee are now available from the web site.

· A Molecular Phylogenetic Workshop is planned for March 2004: http://easianet.ecoport.org/workshop/information.html  

EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Wanja Kinuthia, NMK: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 

Many congratulations from TecSec to Dr. Fassil Kebebew (interim National Coordinator for Ethiopia), winner of the prestigious Watson International Scholars of the Environment award for 2004.  Dr Kebebew, one of just 12 winners out of 330 Applicants, follows in the footsteps of Ms Lucie Rogo, Watson Scholar in 2003 and currently GTI Programme Officer at the CBD Secretariat. 

EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator: Dr S. Ulenberg, Univ. of Amsterdam ulenberg@science.uva.nl
NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com; m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 

1ST NATIONAL NAFRINET WORKSHOP, TUNISIA, 9-10 DECEMBER 2003

Organised by the National Coordinator and a committee that included the CBD Focal Point, over 60 participants took part in the workshop from around the country.  An assessment of the status of taxonomy and taxonomic research was made for many groups.  Funding came from CARASP (Tunisia) with additional support from DFID (UK).  A full, detailed report is available (in French).  Contact the National Coordinator: Dr Naima Barbouche Tel: +216 71287 110, Fax: +216 71 799 391, Email: Barbouche.naima@inat.agrinet.tn 
PACINET

Regional Coordinator: Kate Brown email: kateb@sprep.org.ws 

We welcome Kate to her new role in SPREP and look forward to working with her.  Thanks are due to Siuli Tuailemafua for ably standing in as the coordinator these past months.
SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator: Dr Connal Eardley, PPRI: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za-

WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator: Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org
With great regret we have to announce the death on 05/12/2003 of Mr Jean Marie Fondoun, the National Coordinator for Cameroon.  On behalf of all BioNETters, TecSec expresses sincere appreciation for all his contributions to WAFRINET and extends condolences to all who knew him. 

LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru
Vorontsov’s Who’s Who In Biodiversity Sciences.  Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr
FORMULATION WORKSHOP

Building on discussions held at the 1st GTI Workshop for Central America, 2001, the Formulation Workshop took place 17-18 November, Guatemala City with funding from SDC-Nicaragua.  23 participants, including CBD Focal Points and Plant Protection Services, from all countries in Meso America (from Mexico all the way to Panama) attended the workshop.  Also participating were the GTI Programme Officer (CBD Secretariat), ANDINONET Coordinator, a CARINET representative, Missouri Botanic Gardens and CABI-Latin America and Caribbean.  Participants were keen to support the establishment of the LOOP and governments in the region are now considering the draft proposal agreed at the workshop.  A regional Network Coordinating Institute is due to be elected by Workshop participants by 19 January.

SACNET

Nominated coordinating institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  Contact: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk | www.biodiversityasia.org
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Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 15th JANUARY 2004 please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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