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TECSEC

Director’s Feedback
It is with the greatest regret and sadness that we inform you of the untimely death of Dr Ebbe Nielsen, Director of the Australian National Insect Collection, CSIRO, Australia. Ebbe was a great friend and supporter of BioNET and all of us, and his great energy, enthusiasm and humour in pursuing the global taxonomic agenda will be sorely missed.  Hamba Kahle (go well), Ebbe.

Please note two very important dates in this issue, the closing for registration of the BIGCAT St Petersburg IT Symposium, and the Harvard University Fellowships, is 15 March.

Recent Developments
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL Development Officer

Dr Richard Smith will be taking up the post of Development Officer at TecSec as of 1 April 2001. Richard joins us highly recommended from a contract post with IUCN and UNESCO, and will significantly boost TecSec’s capacity to initiate LOOP development and assist the LOOPs in ongoing capacity building activities and proposal development. We greatly look forward to his arrival and will introduce him fully in our March Newsletter.

ETI’s World Biodiversity Database CD-ROM Series

The latest CDs in this series are now available: 

1) Arthropods of Economic Importance Interactive Tutorial for the preparation of genitalia in Microlepidoptera, by L. Meijerman, K.R. Tuck and R. de Vos (Technical Assistance) and;

2) Orchids of New Guinea Vol. 1, Illustrated Checklist and Genera, by A. Schuiteman and E.F. de Vogel.  Contact: info@eti.uva.nl;  http://www.eti.uva.nl
International Course on the Identification of Fungi of Agricultural and Environmental Significance.  16 July - 24 August 2001

CABI Bioscience has one of the word’s foremost mycology research groups. Over six weeks, participants will gain the ability to identify a wide range of microfungi of importance to agriculture, the environment and industry worldwide. This course has been run and developed for over 25 years, at the International Mycological Institute (IMI), now integrated into CABI Bioscience and has been taught to participants from over 50 countries. 

Venue: CABI Bioscience UK Centre, Surrey. Cost: £4,900 including accommodation

Contact: Stephanie Groundwater Fax: +44(0)1491 829100, e-mail: s.groundwater@cabi.org
Calendar of Events 2001
12-16 March

SBSTTA 6, Montreal, Canada. This is a very important event for taxonomy as the GTI Programme of Work and Invasive Species dominate the agenda! http://www.biodiv.org.
13-17 May

2nd International Symposium: Computer Needs in Biodiversity Research.  Organised jointly by BIGCAT and the Russian Academy of Sciences, St Petersburg, Russia.

http://www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/updates/updates.htm & http://www.zin.ru/conferences/itbd 

N.B:  Closing date for registration and abstracts is 15th March 2001

21 May-13 June

WAFRINET: Global Biodiversity Institute's Francophone Training Course on Biodiversity, Biotechnology and Law For West And Central African Francophones, Cotonou, The Republic of Benin. For more information please contact: In Benin Fax: +(229)-350-556, Dr. Braima James E-Mail: b.james@cgiar.org, or Dr. Georg Goergen E-Mail: g.goergen@cgiar.org, or Mr. Sognon Raymond Vodouhe E-Mail: r.vodouhe@cgiar.org.  In the USA: Dr. John Kilama Fax: 302-764-2809 E-mail: Jkilama@GBDI.org 

21-27 May
ASEANET: Training course on "Taxonomy of Parasitic Hymenoptera" NBCRC Central Regional Center, Kamphaeng Saen Campus, Nakhon Pathom, Thailand. For information contact Director of NBCRC, e-mail agrkoc@nontri.ku.ac.th
4-6 June

ANDINONET: International Symposium on Research and Management of Neotropical Forests. Contact: Dr. Lily O. Rodriguez, APECO, Parque Jose de Acosta 187, Lima 17, Magdalena,  PERU. T: 51 1 264 5804; 51 1 264 0094; Fax: 51 1 264 3027;  lilyrodriguez@terra.com.pe; web: http://barrioperu.terra.com.pe/apeco/
4-8 June 

EAFRINET: “Pests and Vectors Management in Africa” conference in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  For details contact the Ethiopian NACI Dr Fassil Kebebew. Tel: 251 1 612 244, Fax: 251 1 613 722, email: fassilkeb@hotmail.com

8-9 June

Association of Systematics Collections Annual Meeting, Chicago, USA. Travel grants available for developing country participants. Contact Dr Bobbie Faulzeitler, faulzeitler@ascoll.org; web: http://www.ascoll.org 

16-21 July

EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop, Beijing, China. For details contact NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
14-17 August
The 4th Asia Pacific Conference of Entomology. Contact: Prof. Dr. Idris Abd. Ghani, School of Environmental and Natural Resource Sciences, Faculty of Sciences and Technology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 43600 Bangi, Selangor MALAYSIA. Tel: 6-03-89292973, 6-03-89261549; Fax: 6-03-89253357; e-mail: idrisgh@ukm.my Online registration form http://202.185.54.145/conf/apce.html; website: http://www.mapps.org.my/mapps/APCE.html,

http://www.agri.upm.edu.my/~szakaria/apce/APCE.html
17-21 September

Asian International Mycological Congress 2001 (AIMC 2001), at the Plant Pests and Diseases Research Institute, Tehran, Iran. Contact Dr. R. Zare, P.O. Box 1454, Tehran 19395, IRAN, Tel: +98 (21) 2403688, Fax: +98 (21) 2400645, Email: r-zare@areeo.or.ir or c-2001@areeo.or.ir; web: http://www.areeo.or.ir 
12-16 November

SBSTTA 7. Venue to be announced.
Fellowships
The Science Technology and Innovation (STI) Program at Harvard University offers post-doctoral fellowships in Science, Technology and Development under the auspices of the Biotechnology and Globalisation project. The STI Program examines recent trends in globalisation and their implications for the use of science and technology in the developing world. The Program seeks applicants from developing countries with emphasis on biotechnology and its role in the global economy, particularly the potential for contribution to economic growth in developing countries, and related policy, pharmaceutical research and conservation of biodiversity issues. The Program offers stipends of US$31,000, for Sept 2001 - May 2002.
NB Deadline: Applications must be received by 15 March 2001.

Contact: Program Co-ordinator Science, Technology and Innovation Program, Center for International Development at Harvard University, 79 John F. Kennedy Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 USA

http://www.cid.harvard.edu/cidtech/index.html
http://www.rockfound.org/index.html
LOOPS

ESTABLISHED LOOPS
CARINET

NACI – Jamaica:

Jamaica has nominated Mr Timon Williamson, Chief Plant Protection Officer of the Research and Development Division of MoA to replace Dr Florence Young who has been give a new assignment as head of the Citrus Rehabilitation Programme.

Contact: Mr Timon Williamson, Tel: 876-9832281/2267, FAX: 876- 9832822

EC- CARIFORUM IPM Project:

This project is scheduled to start in mid May 2001, for 3 years. CARINET would be requested to do the following:

· Prepare reference collections of insect pests, plant diseases, weeds, including natural enemies of major pest for all CARIFORUM countries.

· Improve identification network - Directory of Experts (Taxonomists)

· Upgrade the taxonomic skills of persons interested in taxonomy
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Ron Barrow, carinet@trinidad.net
SAFRINET

The Network Co-ordinator of SAFRINET participated in two Invasive Species meetings in California, USA, giving presentations on SAFRINET at both of them:

1. The Davis Alien Invasive Species Workshop, 13-14 February 2001. This meeting discussed the development of two alien invasive species information hubs; one in South Africa and one in Mexico. The South African hub will become a SAFRINET project.

2. The American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting & Science Innovation Exposition, 15-20 February 2001: Stopping the Invasion. 

The Africa GTI (Global Taxonomy Initiative) Africa Meeting, in Cape Town, South Africa, 27 February - 1 March 2001, was also attended. Prof Abed Peerally, NACI, Mauritius, also attended.

The IUCN Agrobiodiversity Meeting, during 7-8 March 2001, Britz, South Africa, will be attended.
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za, http://safrinet.ecoport.org
PACINET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Richard Vernon: RichardV@spc.int
EAFRINET

The Africa GTI (Global Taxonomy Initiative) Africa Meeting, in Cape Town, South Africa, 27 February - 1 March 2001, was attended by the Coordinator, Dr Wanja Kinuthia, as well as Mr Marco Pedulli, NACI Eritrea, and Mr Mohammed Rashid for NACI, Zanzibar.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke
WAFRINET

The Africa GTI (Global Taxonomy Initiative) Africa Meeting, in Cape Town, South Africa, 27 February - 1 March 2001, was attended by the Coordinator, Dr Braima James, as well as Prof Isabelle Glitho, NACI, Togo. Several other WAFRINET NACI’s unfortunately could not be in attendance.

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Braima James: b.james@cgiar.org
ASEANET 

If you would like to receive one short e-mail every month telling you what's new in Cambodia, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam, the MekongInfo monthly e-mail update includes: a list of new titles, links to new hosted Web sites and other news about new contents and services.   For more information contact: hoapp@mekonginfo.org
Contact Details for NECI: Dr Jusoh Mamat: jusoh@mardi.my;

Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org
EuroLOOP

The Africa GTI (Global Taxonomy Initiative) Africa Meeting, in Cape Town, South Africa, 27 February - 1 March 2001, was attended by the EUROLOOP Chair, Dr Sandrine Ulenberg.

Dr Wouter Los of ETI and the Amsterdam Museum has a new email address: los@science.uva.nl 
Contact Details for NECI: Dr S. Ulenberg: ulenberg@bio.uva.nl
LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
ANDINONET

THE FIRST COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ON THE ORCHIDS OF BOLIVIA

Orquídeas de Bolivia / Orchids of Bolivia. Authors: Roberto Vásquez & Pierre L. Ibisch (2000). Spanish and English. 565 pp. (Hardcover) 117 colour photos and 263 line drawings of the majority of species. ISBN 99905-801-6-2

Contact: Editorial FAN, Casilla 2241, Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Fax +591-3-329717, E-mail: sanez@fan-bo.org
Contact Details for NECI: Dr José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
EASTASIANET

EASTASIANET Formulation Workshop planned for 16-21 July 2001, Beijing, China. 

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Da-Wei Huang: huangdw@panda.ioz.ac.cn
SACNET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr J Alfred: dirzsi@wb.nic.in
NeurasiaNET

Contact Details for NECI: Dr Valery Neronov: MAB.RU@RELCOM.RU
FORUM
TOWARD A COMMON DATA BASE PROGRAMME

SHARING KNOWLEDGE IN A “COMMONS”

From Dr Tony Putter, FAO in response to Dr Mathew Cock (April Bulletin):

I like your ideas and the basic generosity of your vision.

I know that EcoPort http://www.ecoport.org does almost all that you need and would appreciate it if you would have a look to see to what extent this is true.  And, the one thing we learn from most is criticism, so I really do look forward to what you might have to say. One of my analogies is that one does not have to re-invent Excel every time you want to fill in a new spreadsheet table.  Excel can cope with many types of data tables, and, inspired by this and other models of sharing, EcoPort allows:

*
sharing without loss of identity or status of individuals and institutions;

*
password-protected control over information that goes out under your name;

*
retention of intellectual property rights for commercial use of your data; and, 

*
peer review and large-scale public scrutiny to monitor data quality.

When we conduct these sorts of benefit-sharing actions in a contiguous digital information space, massive opportunities for positive synergy accrue to everybody.

The BioNET Global Workshop in Cardiff led to EcoPort being designated by BioNET as its preferred "one-stop shop" knowledge management service as announced in recent BioNET literature.  I would like to work with people like you to expand this collaboration.

Contact: Dr Tony Putter, tony.putter@fao.org
All contributions to this FORUM discussion to: bionet@bionet-intl.org), or feel free to enter into a discussion with the individuals concerned. Your feedback on topics and how best to conduct such debates are welcomed.  We would particularly like to encourage interaction between the LOOPs and hope that the information provided in the Bulletin facilitates this. Let us know!

MAY BULLETIN
The deadline for receipt of information to include in next month’s Bulletin is 10thApril (before the Easter weekend). Please send contributions to:

BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082/100

E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Last Word
The past few months we’ve asked for feedback on the BioNET Website (http://www.bionet-intl.org). If you have any suggestions as to how we can improve the website, or on anything else to do with the website, then please let us know at: bionet@bionet-intl.org
Also, all feedback on this Bulletin, on its new format, its content, its distribution, its timing, etc is most welcome. Is it useful, do you still want to receive it, are there others who might like to see a copy? We will gladly add new names to the mailing list if you supply them.
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