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Director’s Feedback
I start with some in-house news.  The BioNET FUND Supervisory Board held its end of year meeting just before Christmas to review progress and discuss fundraising and other priorities for TECSEC in the year ahead.  I was able to report that 2003 saw founding workshops for two more BioNET LOOPs, SACNET and MESOAMERINET, and that we hope for continued LOOP establishment during 2004.  The Board welcomed the Secretariat of the CBD as a new member and benefited from the participation of the Secretariat’s Programme Officer for Taxonomy, Lucie Rogo.  In addition to SDC, participants included Christopher Lyal, former Taxonomy Programme Officer, and Nick King, former BioNET Director.  Another important and welcome development was the appointment of a new Chair of the Board, CABI-Bioscience Director, David Dent.  Matthew Cock, CABI-Switzerland Director and former Chair of the Board, is now assisting TECSEC part-time, while my role as Acting Director was extended until the next Board meeting in June.

Most importantly, SDC reported to the Board on their preparations for an External Review of BioNET.  This is now going ahead and we hope that some findings from the Review will be available in time for the Seventh Conference of the Parties to the CBD, COP7, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 9-20 February.  

COP7 will soon be with us (see web links below); indeed, the Regional Preparatory Meetings are taking place this month, for example 22-23 January for Latin America and the Caribbean.  This COP will feature several events and debates of interest to the taxonomy world.  Parties will consider a SBSTTA Recommendation on the GTI; I urge all BioNETters to make their country’s delegations aware of the importance of supporting this.  Additionally, the Third Meeting of the GTI Coordination Mechanism is planned for the 8th and a side event on the GTI - The Global Taxonomy Initiative: International response to research and capacity building - is planned for the 13th.   A further important discussion will focus on biodiversity targets, in particular the link between targets and the Millennium Development Goals and the establishment of targets within CBD programmes of work.  Finally, I hope those of you who plan to be at COP7 will visit me at the BioNET display booth.

A big thank you to all who have contributed Case Studies on Taxonomy’s Value to Society.  These are now being made available at www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies.  More are being added each week – further contributions are welcome.  Many people have called for such case studies to be collated.  We hope you will all find the summary form in which they are presented useful in raising awareness and arguing the case for supporting taxonomy.  Lastly, thank you to those who have contacted us to say you are finding the 3GTW Resource Kit to be very useful.  Your feedback, as always, will be welcome.

Very best wishes to all,

Richard

CBD COP7 LINKS:

General: www.biodiv.org  

Recommendation on the GTI:

<www.biodiv.org/recommendations/default.aspx?m=SBSTTA-09&id=7459&lg=0>

Recommendation on Biodiversity Targets:

<www.biodiv.org/recommendations/default.aspx?m=SBSTTA-09&id=7469&lg=0>
BioNET PUBLICATIONS
NEW: CASE STUDIES - TAXONOMY’S VALUE TO SOCIETY
Have you have ever wondered why taxonomy is so important?

Do you need examples of the value of taxonomy when talking to decision makers or funders?
www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies
Further contributions welcome and will be fully acknowledged.

3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.

Now published at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw or contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org for a free copy on CD.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL- An Introduction

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF CARIBBEAN FUNGI

In English or Spanish

View online: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/
Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
New Developments
POLICY GUIDANCE BRIEFS FOR CBD - COP 7
IUCN -Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia is preparing policy guidance briefs on the agenda items. See http://www.biodiversityasia.org.
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR HIMALAYAN BIODIVERSITY (ICHB)

for Research and Development Action on Himalayan Biodiversity:

Contact: Ram Bhandari, ICHB Secretariat c/o Himalayan Resources Institute, GPO Box: 13880, Kathmandu, Nepal. Tel.:00977-1-4491646, Fax: 00977-1-4484328, E-mail: hirinepal@mail.com.np or hirinepal@yahoo.com
VACANCY: FOREST HABITATS WORKING GROUP DIRECTOR

This is a new, estimated 12-month position developed to lead The Nature Conservancy in setting outcome-based conservation goals for all of the world’s Forest biomes.  Contact: jobs@tnc.org.

FAO FORUM NEWS

A Report entitled "Biotecnología agrícola para países en desarrollo - Resultados de un foro electrónico" is now available in Spanish and English.  Contact: cristina.sanderson@fao.org
Spanish: ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/004/Y2729S/Y2729S00.pdf
English version: http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/004/Y2729E/Y2729E00.HTM
INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE BIODIVERSIDAD (Inbio) COSTA RICA

Courses - 2004

Contact: José Soler. Email: jsoler@inbio.ac.cr Web: http://www.inbio.ac.cr/es/cursos/ 

INVERTEBRATE POLLINATOR NETWORK OF SOUTH ASIA
The IUCN/SSC South Asian Invertebrate Specialist Group (S Asian ISG) announces the formation of its first network – The Invertebrate Pollinator Network of South Asia (IPNSA). Contact: The Editor, ZOO/CBSG, S. Asia office, Box. 1683, Peelamedu, Coimbatore, 641004, TN, India. Tel: +91 422 2561087; Fax: 2563269 Email: icinsa@vsnl.net Web: http://www.zooreach.org
New Publications 
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI contact: orders@cabi.org Web: www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· Animal Health and Welfare in Organic Agriculture

· Forests at the Land-Atmosphere Interface

· Intellectual Property Rights in Agricultural Biotechnology, Second Edition

· Destination Benchmarking: Concepts, Practices and Operations

· Fluorides in the Environment

· Cycad Classification - Concepts and Recommendations
ETI’S WORLD BIODIVERSITY DATABASE CD-ROM SERIES

Mutations – an interactive education tool for secondary schools and undergraduate university teaching. Contact: Fax: +31 20 5257238, Email: Secretary@eti.uva.nl http://www.eti.uva.nl Web: www.eti.uva.nl
Calendar of Events
2004 

3-4 February 2004

International Conference on Water. Hotel Hyatt Regency, New Delhi. INDIA: http://www.indiacore.com/ic-conf/10-feb2004-cpu-water-india/index.html.
6-8 February 2004
Biodiversity and Prosperity - 19th Session of the Global Biodiversity Forum. Visit: http://www.gbf.ch.

9-20 February 2004 
CBD CoP VII: Seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org.  GTI Side Event “The Global Taxonomy Initiative: International response to research and capacity building”: contact Lucie Rogo: lucie.rogo@biodiv.org.
22-26 February 2004 

The 31st Annual Conference: Nigerian Society of Plant Protection, Contact Dr H.O.A. Oluma, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Agriculture, PMB 2373, Makurdi, Nigeria. E-mail: olumahoa@yahoo.com
23-27 February 2004

CBD COP-MOP 1 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the CBD, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Web: www.biodiv.org 
11-12 March 2004

Conference on Molecular Biodiversity, Denmark. Contact: Dr Isabel Calabuig. Tel: +45 3532 1103, Fax: +45 3532 1010, Email: icalabuig@zmuc.ku.dk Web: www.danbif.dk
17-20 March 2004

VI Congress – Latin American Society of the History of Science and Technology, Buenos Aires. Contact: Fundación de Historia Natural Félix de Azara. Email: fundacionhn@caece.edu.ar Web: www.caece.edu.ar/fundacionhn

17-22 March 2004

Molecular Phylogenetic Workshop, Toronto, Canada. Contact: Dr K D Hyde or Dr R Jeewon, Department of Ecology & Biodiversity, University of Hong Kong, Tel: (852) 22990610, Fax: (852) 25176082, Email: rrjeewon@hku.hk Web:http://easianet.ecoport.org/workshop/information.html
31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

4-9 April 2004
Tropic’s 2004 Convention, Havana International Conference Center. Contact: Zósima López Ruiz, Fax: (537) 202 8382, E-mail: zosima@palco.cu or Catia Matos Andreu, Fax: (537) 8363174, Email: tropico@geotech.cu; geotrop@ama.cu Web: http:/www.ecosis.cu/tropicos.htm
5-12 April 2004

International Training Workshop on Biodiversity and Environmental Impact Assessment, Kandalama, Sri Lanka. Contact: Dr. Asha Rajvanshi, Email: ar@wii.gov.in Web: www.biodiversityasia.org
6-8 April 2004

Experts Meeting on the Implementation of a Global Invasive Species Information Network, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. Deadline: 28 January 2004. Information: http://gisin.infointl.com/
19-21 April 2004

The 2nd International Workshop and Product Exhibition on White Agriculture (Microbial Agriculture), Beijing, China. Contact: Erum Syed, CABI Bioscience, Bakeham Lane, Egham. Fax: + 44 (0)1491 829100; Email: e.syed@cabi.org Web: http://www.cabi-bioscience.org/Html/WAW.htm
26-29 April 2004
24th Annual Meeting of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) - “Impact Assessment for Industrial Development: Whose Business is it?” Vancouver, Canada. Contact info@iaia.org Web: http://www.iaia.org
May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
10-13 May 2004
EurOCEAN2004 European Conference on Marine Science and Ocean Technology. Galway, Ireland. Contact: eurocean2004@marine.ie Web: www.eurocean2004.com 

11-14 May 2004

Global H2O: Hilltops-2-Oceans Partnership Conference, Cairns, Australia: http://www.hilltops2oceans.org
16-21 May 2004

5th Meeting of the Working Group on Fruit Flies of the Western Hemisphere, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA: http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/flies
8-11 June 2004

Beijing International Symposium on Biological Invasions: Species Exchanges between Eastern Asia and North America: Threats to Environment and Economy. Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences CAS, Xiangshan, Beijing, China. Contact: (in China) Dr. Jianghui Huang Email: jhhuang@ns.ibcas.ac.cn (outside China) Dr. Shili Miao Email: smiao@sino-eco.org Web: http://bisobi.sino-eco.org/
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
21–25 June 2004

Course-workshop: Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agrarian Production. Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dr. Luis Vazquez. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. see: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
6 July- 8 August 2004
XIV Wildlands and Protected Area Managers Spanish Language Course in Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming. Contact: Ryan Finchum, Tel: 970-491-6593, Fax: 970-491-4982, Email: finchum@cnr.colostate.edu and wildlands@cnr.colostate.edu
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
21-23 July 2004

Entomology 2004 - Royal Entomological Society Annual National Meeting, University of York. Contact: Dr David Chesmore, Email: edc1@ohm.york.ac.uk Web: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org Conference Organisers: Web: http://www.ccm.com.au
5-10 September 2004

VI International Conference on Wildlife Management in Amazonia and Latin America, Iquitos, Peru. Email: congresofauna@amauta.rcp.net.pe Web: http://www.vicongreso.com.pe/

27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004

4th IUCN World Congress People and Nature – Making the Difference, Bangkok, Thailand. Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio
2005

17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof.Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
	Contacts for BioNET’s Regional Networks (LOOPS)


	ESTABLISHED LOOPS

	ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: 

Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
	ASEANET 

Secretariat: 

Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org

	CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Ron Barrow: carinet@trinidad.net
	EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk

	EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 
	EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator:

Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl

	NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 
	PACINET

Regional Coordinator:

Kate Brown: kateb@sprep.org.ws 

	SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
	WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org


	LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

	NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org

	NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: 

Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and 

Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru

	MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: 

Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

	SACNET www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet  

Nominated Coordinating Institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  

Contact - Interim Coordinator: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk


MARCH 2004 BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 16TH FEBRUARY 2004 please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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