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Director’s Feedback
One more step in building support for taxonomy has been taken: the seventh Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP7) adopted a further Decision on the GTI which I urge all BioNETters to read and act on as appropriate; UNEP/CBD/COP/7/L/12, available from www.biodiv.org/doc/meeting.aspx?lg=0&mtg=cop-07&tab=0.  Having this further Decision so soon after the GTI work programme was approved at COP6 in 2002 can be seen as countries taking stock of the “progress and commitment being made in implementing the” work programme.  However, the Decision perhaps also reflects a wide recognition that much more needs to be done – at all levels - if the GTI work programme is to be widely implemented.  With the review of the GTI already being prepared in time for COP8 in 2006, much greater investment is needed, as is much more effective integration of taxonomy into many other areas of work under the CBD.  Taxonomists have, of course, an absolutely key role in this process.  Continued efforts to better integrated and prioritise taxonomy within CBD activities regionally and nationally are vital; indeed, taxonomists should offer their assistance in implementing and monitoring many areas of work within the CBD.   As highlighted in the Decision at COP7, attaining the 2010 biodiversity target from WSSD will need to draw on new taxonomic inputs and will require a renewed focus on and investment in taxonomy, both nationally and among international funders.  As we are already in 2004, such new investment will not arrive a moment too soon! 
News just in: New Zealand will be hosting a Regional GTI Workshop, 9-10 October 2004.  The focus will be on proposal writing and reviewing implementation of the GTI in Asia / Oceania.  This is a welcome development and one that needs to be used  to give renewed momentum to the GTI, especially in the South Pacific, via a focus on fundraising.

Establishment of BioNET’s LOOP for Central America and Mexico continues.  INBio, the National Biodiversity Institute (Costa Rica; www.inbio.ac.cr/es/default.html) has been nominated as the regional Network Coordinating Institute (NECI) for MESOAMERINET following an election held via email involving national representatives from the region.  BioNET’s Secretariat warmly welcomes INBio to the “family”.  We look forward to working with you and the MESOAMERINET Coordinating Committee!  INBio’s nomination follows the founding Workshop for MESOAMERINET in Guatemala, November 2003.  To contact the interim coordinator at INBio, Alvaro Herrera, see below.  

Life is busy as ever here at BioNET.  As ever, do contact the LOOPs or TECSEC directly with any queries.  Lots of new developments from partners reported below.  Happy reading!

Very best wishes to all,

Richard

BioNET PUBLICATIONS
CASE STUDIES – WHY TAXONOMY MATTERS

Have you have ever wondered why taxonomy is so important?

Do you need examples of the value of taxonomy when talking to decision makers or funders?
For a series of summary case studies, updated monthly, see: www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies
Further contributions welcome and will be fully acknowledged.

For a brochure, contact bionet@bionet-intl.org
3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.

Now published at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw or contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org for a free copy on CD.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL- An Introduction

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF CARIBBEAN FUNGI

In English or Spanish

View online: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/
Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
New Developments
SCIDEV.NET – BIODIVERSITY DOSSIER
provides a comprehensive yet focused set of electronic resources on biodiversity and its relationship to development. Web: www.scidev.net
SARGASSO GENOME STUDY FINDS 1,800 NEW OCEAN SPECIES

Genome experts estimate they have discovered at least 1,800 new species of ocean microbes in a sample of water from the Sargasso Sea off Bermuda: http://www.enn.com/news/2004-03-05/s_13745.asp
LUCID PHOENIX
Lucid(tm) Phoenix is a new computer based dichotomous key Builder and Player produced by the Centre for Biological Information Technology that allows traditional paper based identification keys to be published on the Internet or on CD. Enquiries: email enquiries@lucidcentral.org | web: www.lucidcentral.org 
NEW WEBSITE PAVES THE ROAD FROM A(MMAN) TO B(ANGKOK) 

In preparation for the 3rd IUCN World Conservation Congress held from 17-25 November 2004, in Bangkok, Thailand, IUCN has launched a new website for the Congress: www.iucn.org/congress
"RICE IS LIFE”

Rice Research Helps Feed Almost Half the World and Boosts Farmer Incomes.  The United Nations has declared 2004 as the International Year of Rice. Visit http://www.futureharvest.org
PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND NORWAY JOIN THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION FACILITY
Papua New Guinea has joined as a new Associate Participant and Norway has been accepted as a new Voting Participant: www.gbif.net
THE ALLIANCE FOR WILD AREAS - NICARAGUA
For those interested in birds, animals, plants and jungles: www.avesnicaragua.org/
HOST ORGANIZATION FOR IABIN SECRETARIAT

City of Knowledge, Panama, has been been designated as the host organization for the Secretariat of IABIN, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network. www.ciudaddelsaber.org.pa/English/city/city.html | www.iabin.net/.

VACANCY: Scientific Assistant in Ichthyology - The American Museum Of Natural History

Contact: Dr. Scott Schaefer, Division of Vertebrate Zoology, American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West, 79th St, NYC, 10024, Fax212-769-5642, Email: schaefer@amnh.org
VACANCY:  Gesneriaceae Systematist - THE ROYAL BOTANIC GARDEN EDINBURGH

CV and covering letter giving names and addresses of 3 professional referees, by 26 March 2004. Contact: Sandra Williamson, Tel: +44 (0)131 248 2803 Email: s.williamson@rbge.org.uk
New Publications 
FLORA ZAMBESIACA ONLINE

See web: http://www.kew.org/efloras/
BIODIVERSITY OF THE SEYCHELLES ISLANDS

The Indian Ocean Biodiversity Assessment 2000-2005 By Justin Gerlach Web: www.Nature Protection Trust of Seychelles
UPDATED BIOSYSTEMATIC DATABASE OF WORLD DIPTERA

Visit: http://www.sel.barc.usda.gov/Diptera/biosys.htm/or http://www.diptera.org/
THE AUSTRALIAN BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES STUDY

is pleased to announce the Flora of Australia is now online. There are 3 websites for information:

http://www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-resources/abif/flora/49/
http://www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-resources/abif/flora/50/
http://www.deh.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/online-resources/abif/flora/main
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI 

contact: orders@cabi.org / www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· The Constituents of Medicinal Plants

· Bacteria from Fish and Other Aquatic Animals: A Practical Identification Manual

· Forest Biodiversity - Lessons from History for Conservation

Calendar of Events
2004 

31 March – 3 April 2004

IOC-SCOR-GLOBEC symposium on “Quantitative Ecosystem Indicators for Fisheries Management”, Paris, France. Contact: Phillippe Cury, Email: curypm@uctvms.uct.ac.za 

4-9 April 2004
Tropic’s 2004 Convention, Havana International Conference Center. Contact: Zósima López Ruiz, Fax: (537) 202 8382, E-mail: zosima@palco.cu or Catia Matos Andreu, Fax: (537) 8363174, Email: tropico@geotech.cu; geotrop@ama.cu Web: http:/www.ecosis.cu/tropicos.htm
5-12 April 2004

International Training Workshop on Biodiversity and Environmental Impact Assessment, Kandalama, Sri Lanka. Contact: Dr. Asha Rajvanshi, Email: ar@wii.gov.in Web: www.biodiversityasia.org
6-8 April 2004

Experts Meeting on the Implementation of a Global Invasive Species Information Network, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. Information: http://gisin.infointl.com/
19-21 April 2004

The 2nd International Workshop and Product Exhibition on White Agriculture (Microbial Agriculture), Beijing, China. Contact: Erum Syed, CABI Bioscience, Bakeham Lane, Egham. Fax: + 44 (0)1491 829100; Email: e.syed@cabi.org Web: http://www.cabi-bioscience.org/Html/WAW.htm
21-23 April 2004

The 15th CAB International Review Conference Beijing, International Cooperation in Applied Life Sciences. New Approaches in a Changed World. Contact: Dr Ruth Ibbotson: r.ibbotson@cabi.org
26-29 April 2004
24th Annual Meeting of the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) - “Impact Assessment for Industrial Development: Whose Business is it?” Vancouver, Canada. Contact info@iaia.org Web: http://www.iaia.org
May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
10-13 May 2004
EurOCEAN2004 European Conference on Marine Science and Ocean Technology. Galway, Ireland. Contact: eurocean2004@marine.ie Web: www.eurocean2004.com 

11-14 May 2004

Global H2O: Hilltops-2-Oceans Partnership Conference, Cairns, Australia: http://www.hilltops2oceans.org
11-16 May 2004

19th annual meeting of the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections Museum “SOS: Strategies for Emergency Response & Salvage”. Contact Chris Norris, Email: norris@amnh.org Web: www.spnhc.org .

11-16 May 2004

XVth International Plant Protection Congress, Beijing, China. Information: http://www.ipmchina.net/ippc/index.htm On-line registration: http://www.congress.com.cn/ippc/form.htm
16-21 May 2004

5th Meeting of the Working Group on Fruit Flies of the Western Hemisphere, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA: http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/flies
8-11 June 2004

Beijing International Symposium on Biological Invasions: Species Exchanges between Eastern Asia and North America: Threats to Environment and Economy. Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences CAS, Xiangshan, Beijing, China. Contact: (in China) Dr. Jianghui Huang Email: jhhuang@ns.ibcas.ac.cn (outside China) Dr. Shili Miao Email: smiao@sino-eco.org Web: http://bisobi.sino-eco.org/
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
21-25 June 2004 

V Latin America and the Caribbean Meeting on Agricultural Biotechnology (REDBIO/FAO) Boca Chica, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Contact: Tel: 809 564-6377 Fax: 809 564-6339

Web: http://www.redbio.org/rdominicana/redbio2004rd/welcomeI.htm
21–25 June 2004

Course-workshop: Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agrarian Production. Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dr. Luis Vazquez. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. See: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
5th-9th July 2004

Estuarine & Marine Littoral Taxonomy Workshop, Canterbury. Contact: Philip Rogers, Tel. +44(0)1227 782658 or +44(0)1227 450440, Mobile: +44(0)7814 914190, Email: p.j.rogers1@canterbury.ac.uk
6 July- 8 August 2004
XIV Wildlands and Protected Area Managers Spanish Language Course in Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming. Contact: Ryan Finchum, Tel: 970-491-6593, Fax: 970-491-4982, Email: finchum@cnr.colostate.edu and wildlands@cnr.colostate.edu
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
18-23 July 2004
Symposium "Databases and information systems for vegetation science" at the 47th Annual IAVS meeting, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. Web: http://conference.uhh.hawaii.edu/iavs2004.info.htm
21-23 July 2004

Entomology 2004 - Royal Entomological Society Annual National Meeting, University of York. Contact: Dr David Chesmore, Email: edc1@ohm.york.ac.uk Web: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
26-30 July 2004

Short term training course in Biodiversity Conservation. Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr Sas. Biswas, Tel: +91-135- 2757021-23 Ext.4490, Fax +91-135-2756865; Email. biswassas@icfre.org Web: www.icfre.org
15-18 August 2004

The Nature of the Islands -- Conference on Caribbean Island Natural History in Memory of Peter R. Bacon. University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago. Languages: English for oral presentations; English, French or Spanish for posters.  Contact: natureislands@hotmail.com
or ckstarr99@hotmail.com
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org Conference Organisers: Web: http://www.ccm.com.au
1-4 September 2004

National Agricultural Research Organisation Uganda (NARO) Conference on Integrated Agricultural Research for Development, Lessons Learnt and Best Practice, Kampala. Submission of abstracts by 31 March 2004. Contact: NARO Tel: 256-77-221351/702553, Fax: 280351/250553 Email: naroconf@narosaari.org
2-3 September 2004
Sixth Annual BIOECON Conference on Economics and the Analysis of Biology and Biodiversity, Kings College Cambridge. Contact: Andreas Kontoleon Email: ak219@cam.ac.uk or Tim Swanson Email: Tim.Swanson@ucl.ac.uk Web: www.bioecon.ucl.ac.uk
5-10 September 2004

VI International Conference on Wildlife Management in Amazonia and Latin America, Iquitos, Peru. Email: congresofauna@amauta.rcp.net.pe Web: http://www.vicongreso.com.pe/

27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
30 September-1 October 2004

3rd International Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA - From Ecology to Control, University of Bern, Switzerland. Registration deadline 31 May 2004. Contact: neobiota@zos.unibe.ch Web: www.neobiota.unibe.ch
4--8 October 2004

GBIF Governing Board 9th meeting. The ninth meeting of the GBIF Governing Board will be hosted by New Zealand, Information: http://www.gbif.org/Events/GB9 www.gbif.org
9-10 October 2004

2nd Global Taxonomy Initiative Regional Workshop, Wellington, New Zealand. Contact: Dennis Gordon, Email: d.gordon@niwa.co.nz
10-15 October 2004

10th International Congress for Culture Collections (ICCC-10) Tsukuba, Japan. The deadline for abstracts 31 March 2004. Contact: Dr. Fumie Kasai, Email: iccc10@nies.go.jp Fax: +81- 29-850-2587, Web: http://www.ics-inc.co.jp/iccc10/.
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004 
Third IUCN World Conservation Congress "People and Nature - only one world" Bangkok, Thailand.  Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-19 November 2004

11th International Conference on Harmful Algae, Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa. Hosted by the Phycological Society of Southern Africa. Web: http://www.botany.uwc.ac.za/pssa/hab2004/
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Topes de Collantes, Sancti Spiritus, Cuba Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio and http://www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/meeting.htm
7-10 December 2004
Biology in Asia - International Conference 2004. Singapore. Contact: Darren Yeo, c/o Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, Department of Biological Sciences, National University of Singapore, 14 Science Drive 4, Singapore 117543, Singapore. Email: dbsbox5@nus.edu.sg Web: http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/ or http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/2ndannouncement.pdf 
2005

7-11 February 2005
Fossils X 3: Insects, Other Arthropods and Amber 3rd. International Congress of Palaeoentomology with 2nd International Meeting on Palaeoarthropodology and 2nd World Congress on Amber and its Inclusions. Hammanskraal, South Africa. Contact: Prof. D.J. Brothers, Tel: +27 33 260 5102, fax: +27 33 260 5105, e-mail: brothers@ukzn.ac.za
17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof. Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
9-12 November 2005

First DIVERSITAS International Conference on Biodiversity, Oaxaca, Mexico. Contact: Tel: +33 1 45 25 95 25, Fax: +33 1 42 88 94 31, E-mail: secretariat@diversitas-international.org Web: 
www.diversitas-international.org
	Contacts for BioNET’s Regional Networks (LOOPS)


	ESTABLISHED LOOPS

	ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: 

Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
	ASEANET 

Secretariat: 

Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org

	CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Ron Barrow: carinet@trinidad.net
	EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk

	EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 
	EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator:

Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl

	NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 
	PACINET

Regional Coordinator:

Kate Brown: kateb@sprep.org.ws 

	SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
	WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org


	LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

	NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org

	NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: 

Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and 

Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru

	MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: 

Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

	SACNET www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet  

Nominated Coordinating Institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  

Contact - Interim Coordinator: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk


MAY BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 18th APRIL 2004 please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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