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Director’s Feedback
Along with a number of BioNET coordinators, I participated in an “Experts Meeting Toward the Implementation of a Global Invasive Species Information Network” in Baltimore, USA.  A lively three days explored IAS database theory, practice, capacity building needs and programmes as well as the most appropriate organisational framework for the proposed GISIN initiative.  The meeting sought to build on previous technical and regional stakeholder meetings.  The 76 participants from 26 countries reached agreement on the types and formats of information to be collected by GISIN partners.  New capacity building partnerships were agreed including plans to exchange invasive species information, share database structures, and link existing databases.  A 6 member interim steering committee, including Dr Soetikno Slamet Sastroutomo (ASEANET Secretariat) and Dr Malika Bounfour (NAFRINET National Committee, Morocco), was appointed to develop a work plan and take forward the establishment of GISIN as an organisation.  Special thanks to all the organisers of this well organised meeting and to the US State Department for making possible this global gathering.
Repatriation or sharing of data with countries of origin is a major priority for taxonomists and decision makers in many countries.  The experience of 18 major institutions in sharing specimen-level data with partners world-wide has been examined in a special report commissioned by GBIF: “EXPERIENCES OF DATA SHARING WITH COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN”.  If less developed countries are less likely to contribute data, is this mainly because of financial, technical and human resource constraints or an unwillingness to share potentially valuable biodiversity information?  Read the report and more at http://www.gbif.org/Stories/STORY1079623109.  See the Biodiversity Dossier at SciDev.net for commentary: http://www.scidev.net/.
The Conference on Molecular Biodiversity organised by DanBIF in March included a presentation (http://www.danbif.dk/conference2004/) on DNA “barcoding”, a technique proposed as a powerful tool capable of providing a revolutionary, rapid and ultimately economic approach to species identifications.  After promising early results published last year, the Barcode of Life Initiative has just been launched with a secretariat at the Smithsonian Institution.  A meeting of an invited consortium of major collections as well as an open scientific meeting will be held in Washington DC 24-25 May 2004. See http://www.barcoding.si.edu/.
Finally, we have had the pleasure of hosting Dr Julio Mena Portales, CARINET’s interim Cuban national coordinator at TecSec these past two weeks.  We are grateful to Dr Mena for securing the funds for a visit that has allowed significant progress to be made on a number of activities that will make Cuba’s taxonomic expertise more accessible to the world via CARINET/BioNET linkages.  Watch this space for further announcements!
Best wishes,

Richard

PS Further Case Studies on "Why Taxonomy Matters" are now available: www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies  Many thanks to all contributors to this popular initiative.

BioNET PUBLICATIONS
CASE STUDIES – WHY TAXONOMY MATTERS

Have you have ever wondered why taxonomy is so important?

Do you need examples of the value of taxonomy when talking to decision makers or funders?
For a series of summary case studies, updated monthly, see: www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies
Further contributions welcome and will be fully acknowledged.

For a brochure, contact bionet@bionet-intl.org
3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.

Now published at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw or contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org for a free copy on CD.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL- An Introduction

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF CARIBBEAN FUNGI

In English or Spanish

View online: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/
Free CD available, contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org
NEW DEVELOPMENTS
GBIF REPORT ON EXPERIENCES OF DATA SHARING WITH COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 

See: http://www.gbif.org/Stories/STORY1079623109 

GBIF

Two International Organisations have recently joined as Associate Participants:

(1) The International Centre for Insect Physiology and Ecology (ICIPE): http://www.icipe.org/
(2) The Nordic Gene Bank (NGB) Alnarp, Sweden : http://www.ngb.se/
VACANCY: EXTENSION OFFICER (MICRONESIA) - PLANT PROTECTION SERVICE

Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.

Applications: Fax +679 370 021), Email: recruitsuva@spc.int Web: http://www.spc.int
INDFAUNA: ELECTRONIC CATALOGUE OF KNOWN INDIAN FAUNA

NCL Center for Biodiversity Informatics (http://www.ncbi.org.in) For information contact: Rashmi Rajhansa, Tel: 91 20 5893457, Fax: 91 20 5893973 Web: http://www.ncbi.org.in / http://www.ncl-india.org 
IFS/UNU-IAS "AGRICULTURE FOR PEACE" FELLOWSHIPS - CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Deadline for applications: 30 June 2004. Information: http://www.ifs.se/Special_Programmes/AgPeace.htm
New Publications 
GLOBAL DECLINE OF NONMARINE MOLLUSKS
Published Paper can be downloaded free from web-site http://caliban.ingentaselect.com/vl=1537410/cl=35/nw=1/rpsv/cw/aibs/00063568/v54n4/contp1-1.htm
RICE KNOWLEDGE BANK
Developed by the International Rice Research Institute and its partners, the Rice Knowledge Bank provides free access to more than four decades of rice research. Web: http://www.knowledgebank.irri.org 
NEW FROM CIMMYT NEWSLETTER

Provides updates on how CIMMYT and its partners help to reduce hunger and improve livelihoods through research on maize and wheat. Contact: Kelly Cassaday Email: k.cassaday@cgiar.org.  or CIMMYT-News@cgiar.org
ICMFOCUS UPDATES NEWSLETTER 9

Integrated Crop Management: Special edition. See:http://www.icmfocus.com/restrainingmaterials.asp
NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI 

Contact: orders@cabi.org / www.cabi-publishing/bookshop
· Coping With Risk in Agriculture, 2nd Edition

· Forest Biodiversity - Lessons from History for Conservation

· The Regulation of Agricultural Biotechnology

· Consumer Acceptance of Genetically Modified Foods
Calendar of Events: 2004 

May 2004
World Federation for Culture Collections (WFCC) training course - “Management of Culture Collections of Microorganisms”, Rabat, Morocco in collaboration with USFCC and CCMM and UNESCO. Contact: Prof. Jean Swings, Email: jean.swings@rug.ac.be
2-6 May 2004

4th World Fisheries Congress Reconciling Fisheries with Conservation: The Challenges of Managing Aquatic Ecosystems, Vancouver, Canada. Contact: Web: http://www.worldfisheries2004.org
2- 6 May 2004

Conference: EURO-LOOP and African Networks - African Biodiversity: Molecules, Organisms, Ecosystems V International Symposium on Tropical Biology, Museum Koenig, Bonn, Germany. Contact: Dr. Michael Schmitt, Email: m.schmitt@uni-bonn.de
10-13 May 2004
EurOCEAN2004 European Conference on Marine Science and Ocean Technology. Galway, Ireland. Contact: eurocean2004@marine.ie Web: www.eurocean2004.com 

11-14 May 2004

Global H2O: Hilltops-2-Oceans Partnership Conference, Cairns, Australia: http://www.hilltops2oceans.org
11-16 May 2004

XVth International Plant Protection Congress, Beijing, China. Information: http://www.ipmchina.net/ippc/index.htm On-line registration: http://www.congress.com.cn/ippc/form.htm
11-16 May 2004

19th annual meeting of the Society for the Preservation of Natural History Collections Museum “SOS: Strategies for Emergency Response & Salvage”. Contact Chris Norris, Email: norris@amnh.org Web: www.spnhc.org .

16-21 May 2004

5th Meeting of the Working Group on Fruit Flies of the Western Hemisphere, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA: http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/flies
17-19 May 2004

International Symposium on Biodiversity of Nematodes in Pakistan, National Institute of Public Administration (NIPA), Karachi. Contact: Dr. Shahina Fayyaz, Tel: +92-021-9243202, E-mail: shahinaku@yahoo.com / shahinaku@hotmail.com
8-11 June 2004

Beijing International Symposium on Biological Invasions: Species Exchanges between Eastern Asia and North America: Threats to Environment and Economy. Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences CAS, Xiangshan, Beijing, China. Contact: (in China) Dr. Jianghui Huang Email: jhhuang@ns.ibcas.ac.cn (outside China) Dr. Shili Miao Email: smiao@sino-eco.org Web: http://bisobi.sino-eco.org/
9-11 June 2004

Biodiversity and Livelihoods in Africa: Delivering on the Millennium Development Goals - 4th Regional Session of the Global Biodiversity Forum for Africa, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Contact: Ms Laurence Christen Tel: +41 22 999-0223, Fax: +41 22 999-0025, e-mail: laurence.christen@iucn.org Web: www.gbf.ch
9-13 June 2004
IOBC meeting on 'Management of plant diseases and arthropod pests by BCAs and their integration in agricultural systems' S. Michele all'Adige, Trentino, Italy. Contact: Yigal Elad, Email: y.elad@sbc.bbk.ac.uk Web: http://www.agri.gov.il/People/YigalElad.html
20-24 June 2004
Workshop ‘Building Capacity for the Global Taxonomy Initiative (GTI) in a larger Europe’, International Academy for Nature Conservation Isle of Vilm, Germany. Contact: Fabian Haas, Tel: +49 711 8936 172) Email: haas.smns@naturkundemuseum-bw.de or Christoph L. Häuser, Tel: + 49 711 8936 223, fax: + 49 711 8936 100 Email: chaeuser@gmx.de, phone).

21-25 June 2004 

V Latin America and the Caribbean Meeting on Agricultural Biotechnology (REDBIO/FAO) Boca Chica, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Contact: Tel: 809 564-6377 Fax: 809 564-6339

Web: http://www.redbio.org/rdominicana/redbio2004rd/welcomeI.htm
21–25 June 2004

Course-workshop: Integrated Pest Management in Sustainable Agrarian Production. Havana, Cuba. Contact: Dr. Luis Vazquez. Email: lvazquez@inisav.cu
27 June-2 July 2004

1st World Congress of Agroforestry. See: http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/wca/
5th-9th July 2004

Estuarine & Marine Littoral Taxonomy Workshop, Canterbury. Contact: Philip Rogers, Tel. +44(0)1227 782658 or +44(0)1227 450440, Mobile: +44(0)7814 914190, Email: p.j.rogers1@canterbury.ac.uk
6 July- 8 August 2004
XIV Wildlands and Protected Area Managers Spanish Language Course in Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming. Contact: Ryan Finchum, Tel: 970-491-6593, Fax: 970-491-4982, Email: finchum@cnr.colostate.edu and wildlands@cnr.colostate.edu
15 July-15 August 2004
The Center for Tropical Forest Science-- Arnold Arboretum, Field Course In Lambir, Sarawak, Malaysia. Applications by 30 April 2004 Information: http://www.ctfs-aa.org
18-22 July 2004

Second International Conference on Sunn Pest. Aleppo, Syria. Contact: Dr. Mustapha El Bouhssini, Email: SPconference@cgiar.org Web: www.icarda.cgiar.org/sunnpest/SPconference.htm
18-23 July 2004
Symposium "Databases and information systems for vegetation science" at the 47th Annual IAVS meeting, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. Web: http://conference.uhh.hawaii.edu/iavs2004.info.htm
18-23 July 2004

IX European Multicolloquium of Parasitology (EMOP IX), Valencia, Spain, Web: http://www.uv.es/emop9/
21-23 July 2004

Entomology 2004 - Royal Entomological Society Annual National Meeting, University of York. Contact: Dr David Chesmore, Email: edc1@ohm.york.ac.uk Web: http://www.royensoc.co.uk/
26-30 July 2004

Short term training course in Biodiversity Conservation. Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr Sas. Biswas, Tel: +91-135- 2757021-23 Ext.4490, Fax +91-135-2756865; Email. biswassas@icfre.org Web: www.icfre.org
15-18 August 2004

The Nature of the Islands -- Conference on Caribbean Island Natural History in Memory of Peter R. Bacon. University of the West Indies, St Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago. Languages: English for oral presentations; English, French or Spanish for posters.  Contact: natureislands@hotmail.com
or ckstarr99@hotmail.com
15-21 August 2004

The 22nd International Congress of Entomology (ICE) Brisbane, Australia. Contact: Congress Secretariat, PO Box 177, Red Hill Q4059 Australia. Email: ice2004@ccm.com.au Web: www.ice2004.org Conference Organisers: Web: http://www.ccm.com.au
1-4 September 2004

National Agricultural Research Organisation Uganda (NARO) Conference on Integrated Agricultural Research for Development, Lessons Learnt and Best Practice, Kampala. Submission of abstracts by 31 March 2004. Contact: NARO Tel: 256-77-221351/702553, Fax: 280351/250553 Email: naroconf@narosaari.org
2-3 September 2004
SIXTH ANNUAL BIOECON CONFERENCE on Economics and the Analysis of Biology and Biodiversity, Kings College Cambridge. Contact: Andreas Kontoleon Email: ak219@cam.ac.uk or Tim Swanson Email: Tim.Swanson@ucl.ac.uk Web: www.bioecon.ucl.ac.uk
5-10 September 2004

VI International Conference on Wildlife Management in Amazonia and Latin America, Iquitos, Peru. Email: congresofauna@amauta.rcp.net.pe Web: http://www.vicongreso.com.pe/

20-24 September 2004 

Monitoring Science and Technology Symposium - Unifying Knowledge for Sustainability in the Western Hemisphere. Denver, Colorado, USA. Contact info@monitoringsymposium.com Web: www.monitoringsymposium.com
27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com
30 September-1 October 2004

3rd International Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA - From Ecology to Control, University of Bern, Switzerland. Registration deadline 31 May 2004. Contact: neobiota@zos.unibe.ch Web: www.neobiota.unibe.ch
10-15 October 2004

10th International Congress for Culture Collections (ICCC-10) Tsukuba, Japan. The deadline for abstracts 31 March 2004. Contact: Dr. Fumie Kasai, Email: iccc10@nies.go.jp Fax: +81- 29-850-2587, Web: http://www.ics-inc.co.jp/iccc10/.
11-17 October 2004
Taxonomic Databases Working Group (TDWG) Annual Meeting, University of Christchurch, New Zealand. Contact: http://www.tdwg.org/2004meet/TDWG_2004.htm
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
17-25 November 2004 
Third IUCN World Conservation Congress "People and Nature - only one world" Bangkok, Thailand.  Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
15-19 November 2004

11th International Conference on Harmful Algae, Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa. Hosted by the Phycological Society of Southern Africa. Web: http://www.botany.uwc.ac.za/pssa/hab2004/
15-20 November 2004
VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Topes de Collantes, Sancti Spiritus, Cuba Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio and http://www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/meeting.htm
7-10 December 2004
Biology in Asia - International Conference 2004. Singapore. Contact: Darren Yeo, c/o Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, Department of Biological Sciences, National University of Singapore, 14 Science Drive 4, Singapore 117543, Singapore. Email: dbsbox5@nus.edu.sg Web: http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/ or http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/2ndannouncement.pdf 
2005

7-11 February 2005
Fossils X 3: Insects, Other Arthropods and Amber 3rd. International Congress of Palaeoentomology with 2nd International Meeting on Palaeoarthropodology and 2nd World Congress on Amber and its Inclusions. Hammanskraal, South Africa. Contact: Prof. D.J. Brothers, Tel: +27 33 260 5102, fax: +27 33 260 5105, e-mail: brothers@ukzn.ac.za
17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof. Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
9-12 November 2005

First DIVERSITAS International Conference on Biodiversity, Oaxaca, Mexico. Contact: Tel: +33 1 45 25 95 25, Fax: +33 1 42 88 94 31, E-mail: secretariat@diversitas-international.org Web: 
www.diversitas-international.org
December 2005 

"Nematode Identification and Techniques". Australian National University, Canberra. Contact: Mike Hodda CSIRO Entomology. Tel: +61 (0)2 6246 4371, Fax: +61 (0)2 6246 4000 Email: firstname.lastname@csiro.au
	Contacts for BioNET’s Regional Networks (LOOPS)


	ESTABLISHED LOOPS

	ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: 

Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
	ASEANET 

Secretariat: 

Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org

	CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Ron Barrow: carinet@trinidad.net
	EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk

	EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 
	EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator:

Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl

	NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 
	PACINET

Regional Coordinator:

Kate Brown: kateb@sprep.org.ws 

	SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
	WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org


	LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

	NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org

	NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: 

Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and 

Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru

	MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: 

Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

	SACNET www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet  

Nominated Coordinating Institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  

Contact - Interim Coordinator: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk


JUNE BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 18th MAY 2004 please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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