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Director’s Feedback
The next IUCN World Conservation Congress (Bangkok, November) will, if past Congresses are a good guide, once again provide unparalleled opportunities for open debate and furthering of the biodiversity agenda.  As an IUCN member, BioNET’s Secretariat and various LOOP representatives are looking forward to promoting the cause of applied taxonomy at the Congress, and to the many opportunities for networking and debates!  Importantly, the Congress includes an opportunity for Members to contribute to the setting of IUCN’s priorities going forward.  With this in mind, BioNET have partnered with fellow IUCN members Plantlife (UK) and the Endangered Wildlife Trust (South Africa) to propose a Congress Motion on “Capacity building in applied and demand-driven taxonomy”; Motion number 125, see: www.iucn.org/congress.  BioNET is also proud to have partnered with Forest Trends and The Nature Conservancy in co-sponsoring a Motion on Ecoagriculture; Motion number 81.  We appeal to all BioNET friends to publicise both Motions and urge government and NGO IUCN members to support them in November!  

As we go to (e)press, final preparations are underway for the Ecoagriculture Conference in Nairobi.  BioNET, an Ecoagriculture Partner, will be well represented, with our participation being ably led by Wanja Kinuthia, EAFRINET coordinator.  We wish her, Rudo Sithole (SAFRINET-Zimbabwe), Bhujang Dharmaji (SACNET) and all participants a successful conference.

October sees a GTI regional workshop, the second for the countries of Oceania, southeast and east Asia.  Hosted in New Zealand, the workshop will review implementation of the GTI Program of Work in these regions, seek to engage more countries in the GTI and formulate proposals for capacity building activities.  BioNET is amongst the sponsors and representatives from ASEANET, EASIANET, PACINET and TECSEC will present and workshop proposals for regional activities with the aim of improving the fundability of various project concepts under preparation.

Closer to home, I delighted to share with you news of Cindy Blench’s recent promotion.  She is now in her fifth year at BioNET’s Secretariat and continues to go from strength to strength.  She will continue as Office Manager, but with greater responsibilities.  Congratulations Cindy!

Finally, all Bulletin readers participating in the IUCN World Conservation Congress – please let us know your participation dates and where you will be staying.

All best wishes,

Richard

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
SACNET: NATIONAL TAXONOMY WORKSHOPS IN SRI LANKA
Two national taxonomy workshops were organized by IUCN during August 2004 in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources, Sri Lanka - the national coordinating institute of SACNET-Sri Lanka.  The workshops examined the current status of invertebrate and marine fauna in Sri Lanka, disseminated information, identified major research gaps and helped with preparations of an Endangered Species Recovery Action Plan.  SACNET emphasised the value of digitising species databases, linking these electronically with related information and, crucially, removing the taxonomic impediment by building human capacities in taxonomy and para-taxonomy. Contact: SACNET interim regional coordinator Bhujang Dharmaji, Email: bhujang@sltnet.lk Web: www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet | www.biodiversityasia.org/sacnet
ZOOM ON THE INVASIVES!

IUCN is launching a first-ever photo competition to raise awareness of the impact of alien invasive species on native animals and plants, ecosystems and people's livelihoods. Feral pigs, crazy ants, water hyacinths, zebra mussels, brushtail possums and other 'invaders' will be in the spotlight. This has been made possible thanks to the generous support of Fujifilm. Professional and amateur photographers are invited to submit their photos up to 22 October 2004. The winner will receive a cash prize of USD$1,000 while the 10 best photos will be displayed at the upcoming 3rd IUCN World Conservation Congress, which will look at ways of coping with alien invasive species through its "Biodiversity Loss and Species Extinction - Managing risk in a changing world" theme. Information:http://www.sur.iucn.org/competition/index.htm Email: invasives-pcompetition@sur.iucn.org
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES NEED MORE TAXONOMY

Prominent biologists have called for taxonomy to be 'internationalised' by using Internet tools that would allow scientists and museums worldwide to document and study species diversity. See: www.bionet-intl.org.  Source: http://www.scidev.net/opinions/
THE IMPORTANCE OF HERBARIA
The American Society of Plant Taxonomists released a Position Statement on this theme, 24 August 2004.

See: http://www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/news/AmSocPlantTax_Position_Statement.htm
THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK (IDB)
is expected to approve funding for the activities of a 'science development network' which aims to help promote science in the Islamic world. According to sources within the IDB, the plans are due to be finalised at the 29th Annual Meeting of the IDB Board of Governors, on 14 September in Tehran, Iran. Source: http://SciDev.Net
CBD - TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER:

The CBD secretariat seeks contributions to the programme of work on technology transfer by October 31.  See: http://www.biodiv.org/doc/notifications/2004/ntf-2004-052-ttc-en.pdf
PACIFIC REGIONAL GENEBANK DIRECTORY READY

One of the key elements of the Pacific Agricultural PGR Action Plan is the exchange of information on ex situ collections. A Directory of Plant Genetic Resources Collections in the Pacific Island Countries and Territories is now available at: http://www.spc.int/pgr/Documents/Databases/Databases.htm and will shortly be published by SPC (with technical support from IPGRI and funding from NZAID and ACIAR). Contact: LuigiG@spc.int Web: http://www.spc.int/pgr
Vacancies and Fellowships
THE SINGAPORE BOTANIC GARDENS RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS

Annually, the Singapore Botanic Gardens (SBG) will award up to four Singapore Botanic Gardens Fellowships to encourage taxonomic research on the region's flora that will lead to publications of international standard. ASEAN scientists are encouraged to apply. Contact: The Director, Singapore Botanic Gardens (Research Fellowships), The Singapore Botanic Gardens, 1 Cluny Road, Singapore 259569. Information: www.bgci.org/news/singapore_fellowship.html
CAS - TWAS FELLOWSHIPS IN NATURAL SCIENCES

The Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), China and Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) are offering 3 types of fellowships to scientists from developing countries (other than China). Closing date: 31 October 2004. Contact: fellowships@twas.org Web: http://www.twas.org 

VACANCY: THIRD WORLD ACADEMY OF SCIENCES (TWAS) PROGRAMME OFFICER

Applications from qualified female candidates and candidates from developing countries are strongly encouraged. See: http://www.agassessment.org/docs/experts.html
IABIN SECRETARIAT
Posts of Thematic Networks Coordinator and Data Content Manager based at Ciudad de Saber, Panama. Information: http://www.iabin.net/english/index.shtml
New Publications 
GLOBAL TAXONOMY INITIATIVE (CBD)

Directory of Taxonomic experts

See: http://www.biodiv.org/links/default.aspx?thm=GTI&grp=GTE&sty=&menu=cross-cutting&filter=taxonomy
CATALOGUE OF TERMITES (ISOPTERA) OF THE ORIENTAL REGION

Authors: Drs. Ahmad and Saeed Akhtar) Cost USD50 (airmail).

Contact: sobs@cyber.net.pak
CATIE

New publication for the Natural Resources Sector. See: http://www.catie.ac.cr
IUCN TODAY 2004 – 4th Issue (Congress Edition)

See: http://www.iucn.org/members/today.htm
BIODIVERSITY, TAXONOMY AND BIOGEOGRAPHY OF MEXICAN ARTHROPODS: TOWARDS A SYNTHESIS OF OUR KNOWLEDGE. VOLUME 4.

In Spanish. Cost USDollars $45.00, inc.postage. Contact: Andrew D. Warren, Email: hesperioidea@yahoo.com
PEST THRIPS OF THE WORLD 

This latest thrips key by Gerald Moritz, Laurence Mound, David Morris and Arturo Goldarazena includes 99 important pest species of the family Thripidae that are encountered worldwide. Published by the Centre for Biological Information Technology, The University of Queensland. Fax: +61 7 3365 1855. Mail: Centre for Biological Information Technology, Level 6, Hartley-Teakle Building, The University of Queensland, Brisbane QLD 4072. Queries: enquiries@cbit.uq.edu.au 

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM CABI 

Contact: orders@cabi.org / www.cabi-publishing/bookshop 
· A Bond Scheme for Common Agricultural Policy Reform

Calendar of Events: 2004 

20-24 September 2004 

Monitoring Science and Technology Symposium - Unifying Knowledge for Sustainability in the Western Hemisphere. Denver, Colorado, USA. Contact info@monitoringsymposium.com Web: www.monitoringsymposium.com
20-24 September 2004

VI Flora Malesiana Symposium, University of the Philippines, Los Baños (UPLB). Contact: secretariat@floramalesian6.ph
20 September-1 October 2004
Training Workshop on the Design, Development and Production of Multimedia Diagnostic Keys for Plant Pests in the ASEAN Region, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Information and selection details: Dr Soetikno S. Sastroutomo, Fax: +60-3-8943-6400. Email: s.soetikno@cabi.org
26-30 September 2004

8th International Symposium on the Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms, Montpellier, France. Contact: Tel: +33 1 30 83 37 30, Fax: +33 1 30 83 37 28, Email: isbgmo@versailles.inra.fr Web: http://www.inra.fr/gmobiosafety/ and http://www.inra.fr/gmobiosafety/posterandspeakers.php
27 September-1 October 2004

International Ecoagriculture Conference and Practitioners' Fair, Nairobi, Kenya. Contact: Sara Scherr, Email: sjscherr@aol.com | www.ecoagriculturepartners.org
30 September-1 October 2004

3rd International Conference on Biological Invasions NEOBIOTA - From Ecology to Control, University of Bern, Switzerland. Registration deadline 31 May 2004. Contact: neobiota@zos.unibe.ch Web: www.neobiota.unibe.ch
3-7 October 2004 

35th Annual Conference of the Entomological Society of Nigeria, Akure, Nigeria. Contact: Dr M.O. Ashamo, Department of Biology, Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria. Email: ashamo@yahoo.com  
6-9 October 2004

Korean Society of Plant Pathology Symposium, Phoenix Park, Pyeongchang, Republic of Korea. Contact: Yong-Hwan Lee, Tel: +82-2-880-4674, Fax: +82-2-873-2317, E-mail: yonglee@snu.ac.kr
8–10 October 2004

Global Taxonomy Initiative Regional Workshop, Wellington, New Zealand. Information: http://www.niwa.co.nz/events/2gtir/
12-22 October 2004

Seminar: "Biological Control of Agricultural Pests in Asia - Theory and Practice", Fukuoka, Japan. During the Seminar IOBC/APRS are organizing a joint seminar from 16-17 October. Contact: Dr Takatoshi Ueno, Email: ueno@grt.kyushu-u.ac.jp Web: http://www.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/bio/AsianScienceSeminar.html
10-15 October 2004

10th International Congress for Culture Collections (ICCC-10) Tsukuba, Japan. The deadline for abstracts 31 March 2004. Contact: Dr. Fumie Kasai, Email: iccc10@nies.go.jp Fax: +81- 29-850-2587, Web: http://www.ics-inc.co.jp/iccc10/
11-14 October 2004

International Symposium of Biological Sciences - In memory of Charles Ramsden. Santiago de Cuba, Cuba. Contact: gerardo@cnt.uo.edu.cu o elizabeth@cnea.uo.edu.cu
11-17 October 2004
Taxonomic Databases Working Group (TDWG) Annual Meeting, University of Christchurch, New Zealand. Contact: http://www.tdwg.org/2004meet/TDWG_2004.htm
15 October 2004

"Frontiers in Bioinformatics" – 3 day National Academy of Sciences' Arthur M. Sackler Colloquium, California, USA. Registration and information: http://www.national-academies.org/nas/colloquia
25-29 October 2004

CGIAR Annual General Meeting 2004, Mexico. See: http://www.cgiar.org/meetings/agm04.html
25-31 October 2004

XIII International Botrytis Symposium, Antalya, Turkey. Contact: Dr. Figen Yildiz. Email: fyildiz@ziraat.ege.edu.tr Web:http://www.agri.gov.il/events/BotrytisSym/BotrytisSymposium.html
14-17 November 2004
A Path Forward: Leadership Conference 2004, Tucson, Arizona (USA) Details: www.natureserve.org available in English and Spanish
14-19 November

The IV Asian Mycological Congress in association with the IX Marine and Freshwater Mycology Symposium, Chiang Mai, Thailand. Information: http://www.thai.net/amc4imfms9ex/index.htm
15-19 November 2004

11th International Conference on Harmful Algae, Cape Town International Convention Centre, South Africa. Hosted by the Phycological Society of Southern Africa. Web: http://www.botany.uwc.ac.za/pssa/hab2004/
15-20 November 2004

VI Cuban Symposium of Zoology, Topes de Collantes, Sancti Spiritus, Cuba Contact: Dra. Daysi Rodríguez Batista. Email: zoología.ies@ama.cu Web: www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/simposio  and http://www.geocities.com/zoologiacubana/meeting.htm
17-25 November 2004 
Third IUCN World Conservation Congress "People and Nature - only one world" Bangkok, Thailand.  Web: www.iucn.org | http://www.iucn.org/about/wcc/wcc.pdf
20-25 November 2004 

11th Pan African Ornithological Congress, Djerba, Tunisia. Contact: Dr. Naima Barbouche, Email: barbouche.naima@inat.agrinet.tn
7-10 December 2004
Biology in Asia - International Conference 2004. Singapore. Contact: Darren Yeo, c/o Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, Department of Biological Sciences, National University of Singapore, 14 Science Drive 4, Singapore 117543, Singapore. Email: dbsbox5@nus.edu.sg Web: http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/ or http://www.dbs.nus.edu.sg/sibiolconference/2ndannouncement.pdf 
20-24 December 2004 NEW DATE
Short term training course in Biodiversity Conservation. Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, India. Contact Dr Sas. Biswas, Tel: +91-135- 2757021-23 Ext.4490, Fax +91-135-2756865; Email: biswassas@icfre.org Web: www.icfre.org
2005

7-8 January 2005
4th Annual Biodiversity Research Group of Bangladesh Conference. Contact: Professor Badrul Amin Bhuiya, Email: babhuiya@hotmail.com Web: www.brgb.org  

18-20 January 2005 

International Conference “Education for a Sustainable Future (ESF), Ahmedabad, India. Contact: ESF Secretariat, Tel: +91 79 26858002, Fax: +91 79 26858010, Email: esf@ceeindia.org Web: www.ceeindia.org/esf
24-28January 2005
Biodiversity Science and Governance, International conference under the high patronage of Mr Jacques Chirac, President of the French Republic, and Mr Koïchiro Matsuura -director-general of UNESCO. Contact: biodiv2005paris@recherche.gouv.fr Web: www.recherche.gouv.fr/biodiv2005paris
25-28 January 2005

V Congress of Caribbean Biodiversity, Santo Domingo. Contact: Prof Carlos Ml. Rodríguez Email: carlos_rguez96@hotmail.com Tel: (809) 686-3346, (809) 689-8290; Fax (809)412-1667.
30 January - 5 February 2005

AfrAS: 8th African Arachnological Society Colloquium, Maselspoort, Bloemfontein, South Africa. Contact: Mr. L.N. Lotz, Tel.: +27 51 4479609, Fax: +27 51 4479609, e-mail: arachnol@nasmus.co.za See: www.nasmus.co.za
7-11 February 2005
Fossils X 3: Insects, Other Arthropods and Amber 3rd. International Congress of Palaeoentomology with 2nd International Meeting on Palaeoarthropodology and 2nd World Congress on Amber and its Inclusions. Hammanskraal, South Africa. Contact: Prof. D.J. Brothers, Tel: +27 33 260 5102, fax: +27 33 260 5105, e-mail: brothers@ukzn.ac.za See: http://www.palaeoentomolog.ru/english.html
14-18 February 2005
CBD 10th Meeting - Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice, Bangkok, Thailand. See: www.biodiv.org
22-24 March 2005
Student Conference on Conservation Science, University of Cambridge. See: http://www.zoo.cam.ac.uk/sccs/
9-13 May 2005

FAO/IAEA International Conference on Area-Wide Control of Insect Pests: Integrating the sterile insect and related nuclear and other techniques. Vienna Austria. Contact: official.mail@iaea.org Web: www.pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Meetings/Meetings 2005.asp | www.iaea.org/programmes/nafa/d4/index-conference2005.html
30 May-3 June 2005

2nd International Symposium on Phytosanitary Surveillance and its Relation to The Environment Protection, Havana, Cuba. Contact: María Julia Cárdenas Barrios, Tel: (537) 815089/700925/791339, Fax: (537) 703277/796654, E-mail: internacionales@sanidadvegetal.cu or estadística@sanidadvegetal.cu Octavio Pérez Marrero, Tel: 202-6011 ext. 1508, Fax: (537) 208-7996/202-8382 E-mail: octavio@palco.cu Web: http://www/complejopalco.com
31 May-3 June 2005

First Bolivian Congress of Mammology, Cochabamba, Bolivia. Contact: Jaime Rodríguez Fernández, Tel: (41) 361-1763, Fax: (41) 266-2042, Email: formycusub@hotmail.com
9-11 June 2005

Three day International Symposium “Introduction and Spread of Invasive Species” organised by DPG and BCPC, Berlin, Germany. See: www.phytomedizin.org/meetings/meet.hym or www.hcpc.org/invasive
17-23 July 2005 

XVII International Botanical Congress, Vienna, Austria. Contact: Prof. Dr Marianne Popp, Email: Marianne.Popp@univie.ac.at or botanik@univie.ac.at
12-16 September 2005

2nd International Symposium on Biological Control of Arthropods, Davos, Switzerland. Contact: ISBCA Symposium Secretary ISBCA@bluewin.ch and see: www.cabi-bioscience.ch/ISBCA-DAVOS-2005/
2-5 November 2005

BioThailand 2005: Biotechnology Challenges in the 21st Century, Bangkok, Thailand. Contact: BioThailand Secretariat, Tel: (66-2) 5646700, Fax: (66-2) 2488304, Email: biothailand2005@biotec.or.th Web: http://biothailand2005.biotec.or.th
9-12 November 2005

First DIVERSITAS International Conference on Biodiversity, Oaxaca, Mexico. Contact: Tel: +33 1 45 25 95 25, Fax: +33 1 42 88 94 31, E-mail: secretariat@diversitas-international.org Web: 
www.diversitas-international.org
December 2005 

"Nematode Identification and Techniques". Australian National University, Canberra. Contact: Mike Hodda CSIRO Entomology. Tel: +61 (0)2 6246 4371, Fax: +61 (0)2 6246 4000 Email: firstname.lastname@csiro.au
2006 

19-25 June 2006 

IX Latin American Congress of Botany, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic – “Contributing to the Global Knowledge of the Latin American Native Flora”. Information: www.botanica-alb.org | www.botanica-alb.org/CongresoPreins.pdf
2007 

15-18 October 2007
XVI International Plant Protection Congress, Scottish Exhibition & Conference Center, Glasgow, UK. Information: www.bcpc.org/iapps2007
BioNET PUBLICATIONS
For free CD / hard copies, contact bionet@bionet-intl.org
CASE STUDIES – WHY TAXONOMY MATTERS

Have you have ever wondered why taxonomy is so important?

Do you need examples of the value of taxonomy when talking to decision makers or funders?
For a series of summary case studies, updated monthly, see: www.bionet-intl.org/case_studies
Further contributions welcome and will be fully acknowledged.

3GTW PLAN OF ACTION AND RESOURCE KIT FOR TAXONOMIC CAPACITY BUILDING

Presentations, the Plan of Action and other outputs from the 3rd Global Taxonomy Workshop (Pretoria and Paris) | Background on the Global Taxonomy Initiative | Recent publications and more.

Now published at www.bionet-intl.org/3gtw.
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL- An Introduction

Available to view or download from: www.bionet-intl.org/html/welcome/whatis/whatis.htm:

· An explanatory leaflet What is BioNET?
· The BioNET-INTERNATIONAL PowerPoint slide set
VORONTSOV’S WHO’S WHO IN BIODIVERSITY SCIENCES

in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan

ELECTRONIC DISTRIBUTION MAPS OF CARIBBEAN FUNGI

In English or Spanish

View online: http://www.biodiversity.ac.psiweb.com/carimaps/
SAFRINET TRAINING MANUALS

Set of four available on CD: 1. Collecting and Preserving Fungi: A Manual for Mycology | 2. Collecting and Preserving Nematodes: A Manual for Nematology | 3. Collecting and Preserving Insects and Arachnids: A Manual for Entomology and Arachnology | 4. Introduction to Practical Phytobacteriology: A Manual for Phytobacteriology

	Contacts for BioNET’s Regional Networks (LOOPS)


	ESTABLISHED LOOPS

	ANDINONET http://www.bionet-intl.org/andinonet
Regional Coordinator: 

Prof José Clavijo: clamiche@telcel.net.ve
	ASEANET 

Secretariat: 

Dr Soetikno Sastroutomo: soetikno@searc.exch.cabi.org

	CARINET http://carinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Ron Barrow: carinet@trinidad.net
	EASIANET http://easianet.ecoport.org/
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Kevin D. Hyde: kdhyde@hkucc.hku.hk

	EAFRINET http://eafrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Wanja Kinuthia: eafrinet@africaonline.co.ke 
	EuroLOOP

Regional Coordinator:

Dr S. Ulenberg ulenberg@science.uva.nl

	NAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Prof Mohammed Rejdali: m_rejdali@hotmail.com m.rejdali@iav.ac.ma 
	PACINET

Regional Coordinator:

Kate Brown: kateb@sprep.org.ws 

	SAFRINET http://safrinet.ecoport.org
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Connal Eardley: vrehcde@plant5.agric.za
	WAFRINET
Regional Coordinator:

Dr Braima James, IITA: b.james@cgiar.org


	LOOPS UNDER DEVELOPMENT

	NAmeriLOOP

Contact: bionet@bionet-intl.org

	NEURASIANET

Interim Regional Coordinators: 

Dr Alexander Ryss: nema@zin.ru and 

Dr Valery Neronov: mab.ru@relcom.ru

	MesoAmeriNET

Interim Coordinator: 

Alvaro Herrera: alherrer@inbio.ac.cr

	SACNET www.bionet-intl.org/sacnet  

Nominated Coordinating Institute: IUCN-Regional Biodiversity Programme, Asia.  

Contact - Interim Coordinator: Bhujangarao Dharmaji: bhujang@sltnet.lk


NOVEMBER BULLETIN
Information to include in next month’s Bulletin by 20th October 2004 please. Contributions to: BioNET-INTERNATIONAL, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9TY, UK; Fax: +44 1491 829082. E-mail: bionet@bionet-intl.org. This Bulletin is available in English, Spanish and French and from our website www.bionet-intl.org/html/whatsnew/Bulletin/bulletin.htm
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