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The feeding damage caused by adult weevils on stems, leaves and flowers is quite obvious. Adults eat out
small holes in leaves and pseudobulbs to deposit eggs. The larvae that hatch from the eggs bore into the
tissues, which may then become discoloured. After pupating the emerging adult leaves a hole as shown in
Fig 2. Damaged plants and especially flowers are not marketable. The damage caused by the larvae
developing inside the orchid cane or pseudobulb may not kill the plant, but bulbs often stop their growth
and fail to produce flowers.

Fig 2. Emergence hole of the adult weevil. Photo: Ronald F.L. Mau

Photos credit: Photos reproduced with permission from Ronald F.L. Mau, Associate Dean/Associate Director for Cooperative
Extension, College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawaii. These and other photos can also be
found on the internet at: Knowledge Master collection – http://www.extento.hawaii.edu/kbase/

For further information contact the Cook Islands Research Division (Ph. +682-28720, Fax: +682-21881,
e-mail: cimoa@oyster.net.ck ) or Guenther Rapp (Ph. +679-370733 Ext. 224, Fax: +679-370021, e-mail:
guentherr@spc.int ).
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