Pest Infor 28/5/2000

Attention plant protection and quarantine officers

Dear Sir, 

Contents:
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There is always a lot of mention about websites. If you are not connected or have problems opening a website, let me know and we send you the information via email.

1. Emergency Response Plan

As I mentioned before, we are preparing a general Emergency Response Plan for the region.

The plan is supposed to have several annexes. 

Annex 4 contains contacts for identification of samples. 

Annex 5 has a list of quarantine pests and of people with experience in handling these pests.

The current contents is very preliminary

Do you have any more information that should go in these annexes? 

What we especially need are 

Contacts to send weed samples to.


Major weed and fungal pests – and if possible people with experience on it 

Maybe more insect pests? If yes which ones – and if possible people with 

experience on it.

Once these annexes are complete, we will contact the people and institutes mentioned and ask their permission to have their names and contacts in the plan. Up to now none of them know about their luck.

Annex 4 Contacts for identification

Insect identification:

Mr. Pranish Prasad

SPC Plant Protection Service

Phone +679 370 733 Ext. 222

Fax     +679 370 021

Email   PranishP@spc.int

Mail     Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji

Disease identification:

Dr. Jacqui Wright

SPC Plant Protection Service

Phone +679 370 733 Ext. 223

Fax     +679 370 021

Email   JacquiW@spc.int

Mail     Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji

Insect identification 

Dr. Trevor K. Crosby

Landcare Research

Private Bag 92170

Auckland

New Zealand

Phone (64) 9 8493660

FAX (64) 9 849 7093

crosbyt@lancare.cri.nz

Disease identification
Dr Eric McKenzie

Plant Pathologist

Private Bag 92170

AUCKLAND, New Zealand

Tel: (64) 9 815 4200

Fax: (64) 9 849 7093

E-mail: MckenzieE@landcare.cri.nz

Annex 5  Major Quarantine Pests – Expert Contacts

Fruitflies

Fruitfly project of course – Ema, Luc can you please fill in your contact details?

Taro beetle

Mr Roy Masamdu
EU/SPC Taro Beetle Project 

PO Box 1639

LAE

Tel: (675) 475 1189

Fax: (675) 475 1189

E-mail: spctaro@datec.com.pg

Giant African Snail

Mr. Konrad Englberger

Plant Protection Trainer – Micronesia

Plant Protection Micronesia

P O Box  PS12, Palikir, Pohnpei 96941

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

Tel:  (691) ??????????????

Fax: (691)320 5854

E-mail: spc@mail.fm
2. Pesticides

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/op/status.htm – Website of the US Environmental Protection agency that allows you to check on the status of and concerns about specific organophosphates in the USA. Once you have opened a file for a specific chemical, click on the Summary file for Revised Risk Assessments to have a good overview.

As example excerpts on Chlorpyrifos-methyl (http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/op/chlorpyrifos-methyl/summary.htm), an organophosphate, is a cholinesterase inhibiting pesticide registered for use in the control of insect pests on certain stored grain, including wheat, barley, oats, rice, and sorghum as well as for empty grain bins. On average, about 80,000 pounds active ingredient is used on 5% to 10% of stored grain. 

In response to a data call-in for acute, subchronic and developmental neurotoxicity studies, the registrant made the business decision to request a voluntary cancellation. Because of the importance of this chemical to the grain industry, the registrant has discussed the possibility of a phase out of this chemical. We will be working with the registrants, USDA, and the grain industry to allow a reasonable transition to alternative means of pest control should the voluntary cancellation proceed.
The dietary risks are below the Agency’s level of concern, but the occupational risks exceed the Agency’s level of concern. Based on the initial conference call with USDA and the user community for this chemical, EPA expects to receive information on actual use practices that will allow further refinement of the occupational risk assessment. For example, EPA expects documentation indicating the actual duration of exposure for bin treatments. This information may be used in informing EPA whether or not mitigation measures are necessary should the voluntary cancellation of the pesticide proceed developing a balanced transition. 

3. South Pacific Trade Commission

The South Pacific Trade Commission in Auckland, New Zealand has launched a

website (www.sptc.org.nz) to support its promotional work. You have to click on ENTER to get into the website itself.

The services offered by the trade commission are free and include things like

Market Research

Market Size Determination and Identification of consumer preferences 

Pricing and Distribution 

Import Regulations (Tariffs, Quarantine etc.) 

Labelling and packaging 

Import and export statistics 

Customer identification 

Marketing Support Fund

Financial assistance with marketing activities, technical assistance, market information, etc for both the Public and Private Sectors in the Islands. 

Free credit checks of New Zealand companies

The website includes information on trade, investment and tourism contacts

in each of the 14 Forum Island Countries (Cook Islands, Federated States of

Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic

of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu)

represented by SPTC.

Other resource material includes SPTC guidelines to approaching New Zealand

importers and investors, marketing advice for Pacific products and summaries

of the Commission's Market Reviews.  The website also provides basic

information on the French Territories of French Polynesia and New Caledonia.

Requests for hard copies of SPTC resource material as well as general

enquiries can be made through the registration page in the website.

Important regulatory information is contained in the links to the NZ

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF) website and the NZ Customs

website. Of particular relevance to Pacific exporters to New Zealand are the

MAF Import Standards listed at www.maf.govt.nz/standards.

A calender of key events will be updated monthly from January 2000 and web

users who have upcoming events of relevance to the Pacific are welcome to

contact the SPTC to be included on this page.

There is also the opportunity to have links to other sites attached to the

SPTC website and organisations and companies can register their interest

with the SPTC through the website or by emailing  info@sptc.org.nz or by fax

(64 9) 377 6642.

4. ANIC Technical Training course

18-22 September 2000, Organised by Australian National Insect Collection, CSIRO. Course aims to teach participants how to collect, prepare and curate entomological specimen to a state ready for identification.  Course is limited to 15 participants. Venue: Canberra, Australia.

5. Pesticides

I mentioned before that on the internet you find profiles of 6800 chemicals,  ld50s, effect on environment, formulation, producer… under http://www.scorecard.org/chemical-profiles/.

Another good website that’s linked to scorecard is: 

http://ace.ace.orst.edu/info/extoxnet/ghindex.html. 

This website contains EXTOXNET, The EXtension TOXicology NETwork.

EXTOXNET provides details on specific chemicals like 

Application

Trade and Other Names

Regulatory Status

Chemical Class

General information

Toxicological Effects on rats, humans, mammals, birds, fish, bees

Breakdown in soil, groundwater, vegetation

Physical Properties
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