Pest Info 31/5/2000

Attention plant protection and quarantine officers

Dear Sir, 

Below the latest email from the Environmental Protection Agency in the USA.

Please note especially point 2 about a voluntary recall of chemicals that are sold in faulty containers.

Guenther

EPA Pesticide Program Update

from EPA's Office of Pesticide Programs 05/30/00

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides
***********************************************************************

IN THIS UPDATE:

1) EPA ISSUES GUIDANCE ON THE EXEMPTION OF

MINIMUM RISK PESTICIDES UNDER FIFRA

SECTION 25(B)

2)EPA ANNOUNCES RECALL OF TWO PESTICIDE

PRODUCTS SOLD IN FAULTY PULL 'N SPRAY

CONTAINERS (Note to Correspondents 5/30/00)

***********************************************************************

1) EPA ISSUES GUIDANCE ON THE EXEMPTION OF

MINIMUM RISK PESTICIDES UNDER FIFRA

SECTION 25(B)

On May 24, 2000, EPA issued guidance on the exemption

from regulation under the Federal  Insecticide, Fungicide,

and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) of pesticides which pose

little or no risk to human health and the environment.

The Agency has issued a Pesticide Registration (PR)

Notice (2000-6) to clarify several aspects of the exemp-

tion of these "minimum-risk pesticides" under FIFRA

Section 25(b).   In 1996, EPA exempted certain minimum-

risk pesticides from FIFRA requirements as long as they

satisfy certain conditions related to their toxicity and

exposure profiles.  This exemption reduces the cost and

regulatory burdens on businesses and the public, and it

allows the Agency to focus its limited resources on

pesticides which pose greater  risk to human health

and the environment.  The new PR Notice will answer

many of the questions registrants frequently have asked

about minimum-risk pesticides that qualify for this

exemption, such as their composition, labeling, food

tolerances, and state regulation.

Interested parties may submit comments on PR 2000-6,

which is available on EPA's web site at :-

www.epa.gov/opppmsd1/PR_Notices/pr2000-6.pdf.

A Federal Register Notice announcing the availability of

the PR Notice is available on EPA's web site at:-

www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-PEST/2000/May/Day-24/p12960.htm

The Agency is accepting comments on this PR Notice for 30-days

after publication, and, if necessary, a final PR Notice will be issued

by the end of 2000.  For additional information on this PR Notice,

please contact Brian Steinwand in the Biopesticides and Pollution

Prevention Division at (703) 305-7973;    steinwand.brian@epa.gov

************************************************************************************

2)EPA ANNOUNCES RECALL OF TWO PESTICIDE

PRODUCTS SOLD IN FAULTY PULL 'N SPRAY

CONTAINERS (Note to Correspondents 5/30/00)

EPA is announcing a voluntary consumer product safety

recall for two faulty Pull 'N Spray home pesticide products.

This alert only affects products sold in Pull 'N Spray containers;

the problem is with the faulty container, not with the pesticide

itself.  The products are Monsanto Corporation's Roundup®

Ready-To-Use Weed and Grass Killer and the Scotts Company's

Ortho® Ready-To-Use Home Defense tm  Indoor & Outdoor

Insect Killer 5, both sold in 1.33 gallon plastic containers with

a t-handle pump and application wand.  This voluntary measure

was issued after the manufacturers of the Pull 'N Spray products

reported to EPA calls from consumers who described

experiencing mechanical failures with the pump spray causing

exposure to the pesticide.

EPA is working with the companies in alerting consumers to

return these products to avoid any potential for container

failure and, therefore, inadvertent pesticide exposure.  Both

companies have begun removing more than 1.8 million

Pull 'N Spray products from the marketplace.  Scotts and

Monsanto will modify the containers and make labeling

changes before returning the products to the marketplace

to ensure the containers function properly.  Consumers who

have purchased Pull 'N Spray products should return the

container with any remaining contents to the retailer where

purchased for a full refund.  The containers can be identified

by the words Pull 'N Spray on the label or by the UPC

codes.  The Roundup® UPC code item numbers are either

70183-58064 or 70183-58065.  The Home Defense tm

UPC code is 71549-01991.  When the mechanism does not

function properly, it may spray the pesticide contents onto

the user or may pop out of the container and strike the user.

The majority of the Pull 'N Spray product incidents were reports

of skin and eye irritation associated with leaks resulting from

container failures or misuses.  On rare occasions, a small

number of consumers have reported some respiratory

difficulty associated with exposure to the Home Defense

product.

EPA is reminding consumers to always read the label

first before using pesticides in and around their homes or

on their lawns and follow all label instructions.  As an

added precaution, consumers may want to wear protective

equipment, such as gloves and safety glasses, to avoid

potential exposure.

For additional information about returns and refunds for these

Pull 'N Spray products, consumers should call the Manufacturers'

Consumer Helpline at 1-800-225-2883.  For additional information

on the products, see:  www.epa.gov/pesticides.

************************************************************************************

 EPA distributes its Pesticide Program Updates to external

stakeholders and citizens who have expressed an interest

in OPP activities and decisions.  We have established

an electronic listserve for people who want to keep abreast of

pesticide issues and decisions. This update service is part

of EPA's continuing effort to improve public access to

Federal pesticide information.  To subscribe or unsubscribe

to our automatic mailing list, visit:

http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/cb/csb_page/form/form.html
For information about ongoing activities in the

Office of Pesticide Programs, visit our homepage

at:  http://www.epa.gov/pesticides
Or call or write  us directly at:

Communication Services Branch

Office of Pesticide Programs (7506C)

US Environmental Protection Agency

Ariel Rios Building

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20460

703-305-5017

bcable@ipasifika.net; Agricola@Tuvalu.tv; agridiv@ntamar.com; AH8A@samoatelco.com; a-malau@netcourrier.com; apeters@lesamoa.net; c_garnier_dra@yahoo.fr; chas@easyplanet.net; chazeau@noumea.ird.nc; cimoa@oyster.net.ck; daff@mail.gov.nu; DAMR@palaunet.com; dirsiaqs@welkam.solomon.com.sb
eknemaia@mail.gov.nu; farman@spud.nc; ffms@palaunet.com; fredbrooks@hotmail.com; ibsram@welkam.solomon.com.sb; ipmnuu@lesamoa.net
Krsinfo@is.com.fj; lrsplantpro@is.com.fj; leonmu@mail.pf; maf-qqmd@kalianet.to; 

naqia@dg.com.pg; nariwll@datec.com.pg; pilakami@kalianet.to; pniagriculture@mail.fm; pockets@netpci.com; ptculture@mail.fm; quarantine@suva.is.com.fj; rcampbell@netpci.com; research.agriculture@mail.gov.nu; sdr.dpv@mail.pf; Siaqs@welkam.solomon.com.sb
spctaro@datec.com.pg; svpv@territoire.nc; vet@tskl.net.ki; dalu@mail.fm; vqisvila@vanuatu.com.vu; tumukont@vanuatu.gov.vu; Emat@spc.int; Lucl@spc.int; ppmicronesia@mail.fm; jacquiw@spc.int; allanc@rpi.net.au; barberc@agriquality.co.nz; michael.cole@affa.gov.au; verberneh@agriquality.co.nz; WalkerG@crop.cri.nz; hollyer@hawaii.edu; agchem@is.com.fj

