Pest Infor 7/6/2000

Attention plant protection and quarantine officers

Dear Sir, 

I’ll change the title of these emails to Plant Protection and Quarantine News because the number of people from the non government sector are increasing.

ANIC Technical Training course

I mentioned that in my email of 28 May. The dates have changed. The course will now be held form 9 –13 October 2000. 

Here the details again: Organised by Australian National Insect Collection, CSIRO. Course aims to teach participants how to collect, prepare and curate entomological specimen to a state ready for identification.  Course is limited to 15 participants with a maximum 5 from the Pacific. Venue: Canberra, Australia.

Please contact either Graham.Crompton@ento.csiro.au or me if you are interested in more information.

Anybody has experience with alternatives to Paraquat?

Paraquat is banned in more than 20 countries. LD 50 oral 110 to 150 ppm, 50 ppm in monkeys. LD50 dermal in rabbits 236 325 ppm. Estimated lethal dose (via ingestion) for Paraquat in humans is 35 ppm (which is why it is used to commit suicide).

Anybody has comments on the following possible alternatives? 

Fusilade - seems to be not practical, at least not in Samoa, what about other countries?

Taros - ?

Basta - Other trade names: Buster, Challenge, Conquest, Dash, Finale, Harvest, Ignite (in North America), Liberty, Ld 50 oral male 2170ppm, female rats 1910 ppm, Ld 50 dermal male rats 1400 ppm, female rats 1380 ppm)?


Roundup (Glyphosate, Sting) before planting to at least reduce the number of Paraquat 

Applications?


Any other alternatives?

Off IPMnet NEWS, June 2000

A recently released impact assessment found that a biocontrol agent released in PAPUA NEW GUINEA and AUSTRALIA banana groves effectively controlled the banana skipper (_Erionota thrax_) and saved an estimated A$424 million at a cost of A$0.70 million, for a benefit-to-cost ratio of over 600:1.  |--> ACIAR, <comms@aciar.gov.au>.

Artisans in Thailand have developed a thriving market for women's handbags, briefcases, tissue boxes, coasters, and other decorative gift items all woven from _Eichhornia crasippes_ (Mart.) Solms, waterhyacinth, a pernicious aquatic weed. The weaver's needs depleted _E. crasippes_ supply in one lake forcing importation from other nearby waterbodies.  |--> <www.bangkokpost.net/today/150500_Business14.html>. (Thanks to A.S. Cooper for providing information).

Guenther
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