Plant Protection and Quarantine News

18 June 2000,

Dear Sir, 

1. Paraquat 

2. Diamond Back Moth – Cotesia plutellae

3. ECOPORT

4. AQIS publications via email and free

5. Free abstracts on specific vegetable crops by email

6. Free information on job vacancies and other topics by email

7. Read web pages without being connected to the web

8. Funding Assistance 

9. List of email contacts

10. Aliens list server

1. Paraquat 

1.1 Attached is Bill Cable’s (registrar of pesticides in Samoa, bcable@ipasifika.net) fax that gives details on why Paraquat is banned, restricted, limited in use… in numerous countries:

1.2 Feedback on alternatives:

Djeen Cheou, French Polynesia, sdr.dpv@mail.pf:

Re the paraquat. We have just started working on alternatives to paraquat. For the time being, the best alternative is roundup. Fusilade is quite good against some graminaceae but takes 2 weeks to get any visible results and that may discourage growers from using it. 

Konrad Englberger, PP Micronesia, spc@mail.fm:

The herbicide Velper a.i. hexazinone could be an alternative to Gramoxone. There are several others e.g. Triclopyr or Imazapyr which could give a good control. Also 2.4 D should be a good alternative.

The table below compares these alternatives with Paraquat. Except Imazapyr, the information in the table is from the attached Extoxnet files. When several LD 50s were mentioned, the lowest possible combination was used. Info on Imazapyr from US EPA file. 

I would appreciate information to cover the blanks.

Herbicide:
Gramoxone

(Paraquat)
Glyphosate (Roundup)
Hexazinone (Velper)
Triclopyr
Imazapyr

(Arsenal)
2,4 D
Fluazifop-p-butyl (Fusilade)

Effect
Contact, not selective
Systemic, not selective
Systemic
Systemic, affects mainly woody or broadleaf plants

Systemic, affects mainly broadleaf weeds
Affects grasses

Effect visible after
Hours
+-5 days
After rainfall



2 weeks

LD50 oral on rats in ppm
130
5,600
1,690
680
About 1,500
525
3,065

LD50 dermal on rabbits in ppm
280
>5,000
>5,278
>4,000
>400
1,400
2,400

Cost/application








Waiting period








Measuring facility on container?








Half life in soil
> 1000 days
47 days
90 days
46 days

7 days
< 7 days

Groundwater
No high risk for groundwater
Does not leach appreciably
Potential to contaminate groundwater
Potential to be mobile

Detected in groundwater supplies in at least five States in the USA and in Canada
No appreciable risks

Toxic to fish
Slightly – moderately
Nontoxic
Slightly
Practically nontoxic

Some formulations highly toxic, others not
Highly to moderately toxic

Other criteria?








2. Diamond Back Moth – Cotesia plutellae

Cotesia plutellae is one of the most effective parasites of Diamond Back Moth. Thanks to a tip off by Graham Walker of Crop & Food Research, we have found a potential supplier of Cotesia plutellae and are about to arrange the introduction of the parasite to the Cook Islands. 

Cotesia was previously known as Apanteles plutellae Kurdjumov Hymenoptera: Braconidae until a taxonomist decided to make life more complicated and changed the name to Cotesia plutellae. It is native to Europe and attacks earlier larval stages of Plutella xylostella. In the Pacific it is recorded by Waterhouse to be present and established in Fiji and PNG. Average parasitism calculated from 16 international records: 32%. 

There may be a chance of introducing Cotesia to other countries after the Cook Islands. Please let me know if you are interested in such an introduction and require more information.

3. ECOPORT

ECOPORT is a FAO website (http://www.ecoport.org/) that contains data of the Pacific Plant Protection Information System that then changed into GPPIS. In our opinion it also needs some improvement. I would appreciate if you could have a look, let me know how long it takes to load it and what you think about that program in general.

4. AQIS publications are available via email and free

Go to http://www.aqis.gov.au/maillist/index.htm, follow the instructions and you can subscribe to:

a. AQIS Bulletin - published 11 times a year providing a broad range of information on quarantine activities, including applications for the importation of 'new' products from overseas, progress on risk assessments and general developments of potential interest. 

b. NAQS News - quarterly newsletter containing information about quarantine issues in Northern Australia and the Torres Strait. 

c. AQIS media releases - Hot issues about quarantine.

d. AQIS schools information - latest news about quarantine for students and teachers.

e. General AQIS publications - Quarantine publications of general interest.

Please inform Christina Tuitubou (librarysuva@spc.int) if you change to the e-mail version. She will take you off the print mailing list.

 Can't get the materials this way?

SPC can still supply the material in 2 ways:

a. If you can't subscribe, because you are not connected to the net, please inform Christina  (librarysuva@spc.int) and she will forward them to you as an e-mail attachment. 

b. If you still need a printed copy of AQIS Bulletin and NAQS News please tell us (librarysuva@spc.int), give us your correct mail address and we will continue mailing the printed copy.

Please tell your colleagues about this, they may find the materials useful.

5. Free abstracts on specific vegetable crops by email

AVRDC (ASIAN VEGETABLE AND RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT CENTER, home page http://www.avrdc.org.tw/) has a tropical vegetable information service. The service can send you lists of the latest abstracts on anything related to specific vegetable crops, via email and for free.

Join the Tropical Vegetable Information Service list by sending an email to listserver@mail.avrdc.org.tw
In the text area of the email type subscribe allium, eggplant, mungbean, peppers, soybean, or tomato and your name.

For example: subscribe tomato John Doe

(You must send a separate email for each crop list you want to join.) Leave the Subject line blank.

Note: Your email software should be set up to send emails as text, rather than as HTML. And if you are using Netscape to send email, make sure that the identity card feature (vCard) is not selected. (Go to Edit, Preferences, Mail & Newsgroups, Identity and look for the check box at the bottom.)

Back issues of the SDI bulletins will also be stored on the AVRDC server. To receive an email describing how to best use the bulletins and for instructions on how to access back issues, send an email to SDI@mail.avrdc.org.tw
In the text area of the email type send howtosdi.txt
Leave the Subject line blank. 

Previous SDI bulletins:

Allium (AL-7) Dec. 1998 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al7.html>
Soybean (SB-17) Dec. 1998 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/sb17.html>
Tomato (TM-17) Dec. 1998 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/tm17.html>
Allium (AL-8) Mar. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al8.html>
Mungbean (MB-17) Mar. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/mb17.html>
Pepper (PP-17) Mar. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/pp17.html>
Allium (AL-9) Jul. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al9.html>
Eggplant (EG-4) Jul. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/eg4.html>
Soybean (SB-18) Jul. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/sb18.html>
Allium (AL-10) Nov. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al10.html>
Mungbean (MB-18) Nov. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/mb18.html>
Tomato (TM-18) Nov. 1999 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/tm18.html>
Allium (AL-11) Jan. 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al11.html>
Pepper (PP-18) Jan. 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/pp18.html>
Soybean (SB-19) Jan. 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/sb19.html>
Allium (AL-12) May 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/al12.html>
Eggplant (EG-5) May 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/eg5.html>
Mungbean (MB-19) May 2000 <http://netra.avrdc.org.tw/libdocs/mb19.html>
6. Free information on job vacancies and other topics by email

This time by 
Development Resource Centre

 

123 Molesworth Street

 

PO Box 12440

 

Wellington

 

New Zealand

 

Email: phil@drc.org.nz

 

Internet: http://www.drc.org.nz/
 

Tel: +64 4 472 9549

 

Fax: +64 4 472 3622
To subscribe go to http://www.drc.org.nz/forms/emailform.html

7. Read web pages without being connected to the web!

To use the system, simply send an email message addressed to www4mail@web.bellanet.org . Leave the subject line blank. In the body of the email message, type the address of the web page beginning with http://. After about five minutes you receive an email that has this web page attached as a file.

I found that information in the email service of the Development Resource Centre above. They refer only to websites mentioned in their emails. However: I tried it with three other websites and it seems to work with any website.

8. Funding Assistance 

The Forum Secretariat (FS) coordinates several programs  which provide funding assistance to South Pacific Forum member states. 

Development and Economic Policy Division Funding Assistance  Forum Secretariat Fellowship Scheme, Kanak Fellowship Fund,  Small Island States Development Fund, Short Term Advisory Service, Regional Natural Disaster Relief Fund, Structural Reforms, Economic Analysis and Advice

Political and International Affairs Division Funding Assistance Law Enforcement Assistance and Travel, Legal Drafting Assistance, Honiara Declaration, Legislative Drafting Assistance

Trade and Investment Division Funding Assistance: Industry Development and Training Project, Import Support Fund, Marketing Support Fund

Details at http://chacmool.sdnp.undp.org/pacific/forumsec/funding/funding.htm
9. List of email contacts

If you are wondering who is behind the email addresses that appear on these messages, let me know and I send you the list.

10. Aliens list server, another free email service

ALIENS-L is the listserver of the Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) of the IUCN Species Survival Commission.  The email service has currently about 540 members worldwide. Once you subscribe you receive emails asking for assistance or comments on introduction of wild buffolos to some place in Africa, protection of an endangered bat somewhere in Spain, but there are also things like the costs and benefits of various control methods against Salvinia molesta.

To subscribe send an email to Aliens-L-request@indaba.iucn.org, no subject, as text write: join
