Plant Protection and Quarantine News

25 June 2000,
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1. Methyl bromide

Methyl bromide destroys the ozone layer. It is 60 times more damaging to the ozone layer than aerosols and propellants. The global phase-out schedule for methyl bromide and other chemicals is outlined in the Montreal Protocol. Phase-out simply means that the amount of methyl bromide produced per year will be more and more reduced. 

Although the use of methyl bromide for quarantine related applications is exempted from the phase-out there are pitfalls: 

1. Annual international meetings follow up on progress and also change the contents of the protocol. Such changes could also apply to areas where methyl bromide is concerned. Such changes have happened before and are likely to continue in the future - for better or worse. 

2. Only about 20% of the total methyl bromide production is being used for quarantine related applications. The other 80% are affected by the phase-out. With increasing restrictions on the volume, companies may simply stop producing the chemical because it will not be profitable anymore.

That means that alternatives to methyl bromide treatments need to be in place within the next few years.

Attached are:

The handbook on the Montreal Protocol (300 pages heavy reading).

C:\spc\methylb\Unep.zip

The details of the current version of the phase-out schedule (and yes, it is confusing).

C:\spc\methylb\phaseout.doc

More information: 

http://www.uneptie.org/ozat/links/mebr.html - links to other websites on methyl bromide alternatives

http://www.uneptie.org/ozt/pub/rumba/main.html): Copies of the RUMBA newsletter, an United Nations Environment Programme publication distributed periodically vie email and fax. If you want to subscribe to the email version contact jessica.forrest@unep.fr.

http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/mb/mebrweb.htm - USDA Research Home Page - Overview of USDA research on alternatives to methyl bromide, with specific research results and links to university sites.

http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/np/mba/mebrph.htm - USDA Newsletter Homepage - Online copies of recent issues of the Methyl Bromide Alternatives quarterly newsletter.

3. Pesticides and safety

Tip off from Jim Hollyer (hollyer@hawaii.edu, Agricultural Development in the American Pacific (ADAP)): ADAP created the following safety site: http://www.hawaiiag.org/onfarmsafety.htm.

Contains links to websites that outline emergency measures, specifics of chemicals etc.

4. Revamped ADAP website

News from Jim Hollyer (hollyer@hawaii.edu,  Agricultural Development in the American Pacific (ADAP)): 

ADAP has put up a new website at the old address: http://www.adap.hawaii.edu/adap/
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- New features on this site including the greatly enhanced capacity building area.

http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/adap2/capacitybldg/index.htm
- Hot Topics area looks at problems that are common to the entire Pacific

http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/adap2/hottopics/index.htm

- Special page dedicated to agricultural schools in the Pacific, beyond the 5 land grants.

http://www2.ctahr.hawaii.edu/adap2/PacificAgSchools/index.htm
5. Literature search relating to Micronesia

Each year, MicSem conducts a thorough computer search of books and articles relating to Micronesia (including Guam and the Northern Marianas). The searches are done through several standard databases. This yearly search yields books, dissertations, theses, and articles. The list for 1998 is now online, and can be accessed at http://www.micsem.org. Inquiries about obtaining the full text of any article can be addressed to library@micsem.org.
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