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1: Diamond Back Moth

Diamond Back Moth

The International Working for Diamond Back Moth has established a WebSite under http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/dbm/. 

Contents: 

abstracts of literature from 1969 to present in case you are interested in for example the efficiency of specific parasites in certain countries

addresses of members of the International Working Group in case you want to contact for example a colleague in Australia and find out about pesticides currently on the market.

International Conferences, and other points\

2. Chromolaena odorata

Chromolaena odorata

Information extracted from the IOBC newsletter 70.

There is a global working group on Chromolaena odorata. Chairman: Dr. R. Muniappan, Agricultural Experimental Station, University of Guam, Mangilao, Guam 96923, USA. FAX +1 671 734 6842, email rmuni@uog9.uog.edu. The working group produces a newsletter. Newsletter 13 was available for distribution in December 99; for information please contact the chairman. Chromolaena also has a WebSite under

 http://www.ctpm.uq.edu.au/chromolaena/siamhome.html.

3. New arrangements for this news message

The periodic pest & quarantine news emails sent out by Guenther Rapp to plant protection and quarantine staff are now incorporated into the SPC Plant Protection Service ‘Pest Info’ news letter. We will follow Guenther’s practice of sending these out by email to quarantine and plant protection staff who have email and by fax to the those with only fax. Its informal nature enables it to be issued frequently. The next copy, No 14, will issue at the same time as this letter. Dick Vernon (see next item below) is the new editor but Guenther, Jacqui and the other familiar names will be still be providing the main contents.

4. New SPC Plant Protection Service Information Officer

My name is Dick Vernon and I took up this post in early May, replacing Julia Brunt who left last year. I come from an agricultural research background and have spent several years developing information systems in agriculture. One of the first tasks is to review the PPS provision of information to all clients and match it to client’s (i.e. your) needs. 

I have reviewed the returns to Julia’s GIPPS survey.  For all those who responded, many thanks. The main findings are given in item 4 below. These findings will be used, along with the report of the visit to 8 countries by the PPS Final Review team, to guide future information management work including the provision of training and computing equipment. For these we also need feedback from you on your information needs and we are sending out a questionnaire for this purpose. It should reach you within a day of this news email.

I am also sending out a summary of information available from the PPS. My contact details are given at the end of this message.

5. Results of the Questionnaire on GPPIS & computers 

This was sent out by Julia Brunt to 24 Quarantine / Plant Protection persons in 22 countries on 8 Dec 1998.  The main comments were:

On pest information:

· Countries should update pest records first. SPC could assist by i.e. Survey of current Pest List by country using NZ/Australia/US Phyto Feedback system or other. 

· We do not use PPPIS much as most imports are from Aust & New Zealand.. Livestock Pest & Disease Information Systems should be compatible with PPPIS. 

· Aust & NZ data base should be included in the PPPIS data 

· Need for support in identification in the region 

· PPPIS not used much: some data such as fruit fly occurrence is out of date. The GPPIS should be regularly updated to be of value. 

· PPPIS is used when PRs (pest risk analyses?) are done on certain crops. 

On computers:

· PC not compatible with Ministry network & PCs

· PC still in use for PPPIS with both CD & Internet 

· ‘in many cases the computer originally supplied for use of this database is no longer functioning or is causing problems. For this reason we have decided that the first step in promoting the greater use of this information resource will be the supply of new computers to quarantine services.’

· Problem with PC: cannot access the (FAO) database since Nov 98.; No Internet connection

· Four respondents reported difficulties with Apple Macintosh because of lack of local support or incompatibilty with the PCs in use in most offices.

· Erratic power supplies are a problem.

· No computer supplied (but they have one).  Training not needed.

· Supplies of floppy disks etc are not available. Need other s/ware e.g. Excell, Access.

· Printer breakdown: sent for repairs.

· Printer problem “Out of Paper” when there is paper.

· We did not receive a computer or the GPPIS as we are not on PPPS target lists of countries but we would like to be involved.

On training;

· Different components of training that were meant for the same individual were allocated to different persons which reduced its effectiveness.

· Training on use of GPPIS is not needed, but training is needed on setting up the system. 

We will in due course provide a similar summary report of the findings of the recent PPS Final Evaluation team’s visit to eight countries, and of the Information Needs Assessment questionnaire going out this week. 

Regards,

Dick Vernon, 

Information Officer, Plant Protection Services, 

Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji Islands.

Email : richardv@spc.int
Tel : (679) 370733 ext. 228; 

Fax : (679) 370021
