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1. Longhorned beetles in Bonsai Nursery Stock

APHIS (American Plant Health Inspection Service) has released a Pest Alert under

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/pestaler/palbbn.html. Summarised contents:

Several species of longhorned beetles are hitchhiking to the United States - and possibly also to countries in our region - in nursery stock of dwarfed plants (also called bonsai or penjing) shipped from China and other Asian countries. 

In 1999, US quarantine handled several imported shipments of infested dwarfed plants that were apparently field grown. Adults of the citrus longhorned beetle (CLB) (Anoplophora chinensis) were found crawling on crepe myrtle (Lagerstroemiaspp.) bonsai from China. The whitespotted citrus longhorned beetle (WSCLB) (Anoplophora malasiaca) was found on imported trident maple bonsai. Both beetles are serious orchard pests and attack a wide variety of living hardwood trees and possibly some conifers. In Miami, larvae of a longhorned beetle were found boring in the stem and roots of dwarfed wisteria plants from China.

Signs of infestations are exit holes of adult beetles, scraped sections of bark, chewed leaves, T-shaped slits cut in the bark where females deposit eggs, sawdust-like frass or woodpulp around small holes, tunnels in the wood right under loose or thin bark possibly containing large, wormlike grubs up to 56 mm long and 10 mm wide.

In the US the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) (Anoplophora glabripennis) has been found in solid wood packing material from China and Hong Kong. The US have battled infestations in New York since 1996 and in Chicago since 1998. Thousands of trees have been cut down and burned to eradicate this pest.

(From Konrad Englberger)

2. Economics of chemical Diamond back Moth control 

In Fiji the IPM (Integrated Pest Management) compatible pesticides Delfin, Steward and Match are available. The costs of applying Match or Delfin are in the range of US$ 0.50 per 20 liter knapsack sprayer. Steward costs the equivalent of US$ 50 per 100 ml bottle. At application rates of 0.2 to 0.4 ml per liter the costs of applying Steward per 20 liter knapsack are between US$ 1.6 to US$ 3.2. This high retail price is a result of Dupont’s pricing. It is not a result of high retail margins set by the distributor in Fiji.

a) We would appreciate comments on Dupont’s pricing of Steward in comparison with other pesticides especially from Samoa, the Cook Islands and possibly also other countries where Steward is either already sold or in the process of being registered. Once we have received these costings we would publish them in the next Pestinfo.

b) It is understandable that manufacturers of pesticides are reluctant to reveal the future prices of their product. On the other hand they need to consider that the introduction of new chemicals into a country requires time and money from both distributors and plant protection departments. It is no point going through the exercise of collecting information on chemical properties and running field trials for registration purposes when in the end high application costs prevent growers from buying these chemicals. As a consequence, pesticide registrars would need to advise manufacturers and distributors of pesticides that it is also in their own interest to consider the pricing of competing products in a country before starting the process of introducing a new pesticide.

(From Guenther Rapp)

3. Visits by SPC Plant Protection Staff in August. Feedback from you.

The following visits by SPC PPS staff to Pacific Islands and Territories are planned for August. Below we ask those of you in PICT plant protection and quarantine services to advise us whom you would like to visit your site.

Kiribati: Jacqui Wright (a) survey on a breadfruit disease  

(b) resource person for an Import Risk Analysis workshop

Nauru: Luc Leblanc & Conrad Englberger:  

on monitoring and eradication of fruifly species

Nauru: Mick Lloyd on quarantine issues 

Tonga: Mick Lloyd on the Tonga Trust & EU support

You can reply to this email, delete everything above, and send us the following small questionnaire:

Are you interested in having SPC Plant Protection staff visit your country? 


Yes ____  No ____

If you answered ‘Yes’ please say which are the highest priority disciplines, from the list below, in which you would like a specialist to visit you next. Just write in the appropriate letters from  the list of available disciplines: 

Priorities: 1. ​​​_______ 2. _______ 3. _______ 4. _______

(a) plant protection general and administration, 

(b) quarantine 

(c) plant diseases 

(d) plant pests 

(e) biological control 

(f) tissue culture 

(g) fruit flies 

(h) Taro beetle

(i) library services

(j) information management & computers

(k) other (please specify): 

_________________________________


_________________________________
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