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* Please print and distribute this Newsletter to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail or fax connection.

* FAX Edition: If you have an email address please tell us (richardv@spc.int) so that we can send the PestInfo newsletter to you by email which costs less.

Contents: 

1. Pesticide profiles

2. Field guide to exotic forestry pests and diseases - Reminder

3. Remember your Information Needs Assessment Questionnaire

4. SPC Identification Service - free for you!

1. Pesticide profiles

The websites http://ace.orst.edu/info/extoxnet/ghindex.html and http://www.scorecard.org/chemical-profiles allow the search for information on specific pesticides. There is also another database under  http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu/profiles/. If you can't access these websites but need information on a specific pesticide, please contact guentherr@spc.int and we email you what we find.

2. Field guide to exotic forestry pests and diseases - Reminder

In Pest Info No 16 we mentioned that if you are interested in obtaining the guide, please send an email to  guentherr@spc.int, indicate the number of copies requested and include a mailing address. We would appreciate if you could place these orders before as soon as possible and within 3 days of receiving this email.

3. Remember your Information Needs Assessment Questionnaire

We have received twenty returns so far - thank you. If you have not yet sent yours in, please spend some 15 minutes to do so now. A copy is attached. Your voice is important to us! 

4. Insect Pest Diagnostic Service

Precise identification is essential for successful implementation of biological control of insect pests and weeds, for the establishment of effective quarantine measures and in integrated pest management. The Plant Protection Service (PPS) provides an identification service, advises PICT's and assist with national biocontrol projects in consultation with international organisations.

This service is currently not for pathogens, diseases or plants.  Do not send plants, diseased specimens or pathogens for identification to Fiji from other countries or from other Fiji islands to Viti Levu. Contact the PPS for assistance with pathogen identification and disease diagnosis.

How to use the insect pest diagnostic service: 

1) Requests for identification and specimens should be sent to Pranish Prasad.  Notify Pranish by e-mail or fax before you send the specimens.  Before you send specimens, you may like to request details of the most convenient way to pack and dispatch the specimens.  Do not send live specimens.

2) For each specimen please provide as much information as possible incuding: locality, date of collection, name of collector and name of any other associated organisms (e.g. host plant or animal) should accompany the specimens.

3) More than one representative specimen to be sent in good condition either preserved in alcohol or dry mounted. (Notes from the series of Pest Monitoring and Surveillance workshops conducted by PPS should be consulted for details - a copy is available on request)

4) On receipt of the specimen, PPS will acknowledge and immediately process the specimens for identification.  PPS will pay for the cost of identification and provide advice on the results. Identified specimens will be returned if requested, or added to the Collection in SPC-Suva. 

Contact Details: Pranish Prasad, Plant Protection Service, 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community, Private Mail Bag, SUVA. Fiji.

Phone:(679) 370 733 Extension 234 Fax:(679) 370 021, (679) 386326  

Email:PranishP@spc.int
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