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1. Remaining uses of the pesticide Ethyl Parathion cancelled in the USA

Remaining uses of the pesticie Ethyl Parathion cancelled in the USA

EPA Pesticide Program Update from EPA's Office of Pesticide Programs of October 13th, 2000 (http://www.epa.gov/pesticides): EPA and the manufacturer, Cheminova, have signed an agreement to cancel all remaining uses of the organophosphate pesticide ethyl parathion.  It is one of the most acutely toxic pesticides still registered for use in the United States.  Ethyl parathion is also one of the most highly restricted pesticides on the market today according to the agency's revised  risk assessments.  The agreement builds on an earlier one reached in 1991 between EPA and the registrants which limited ethyl parathion use to nine crop sites and added restrictions to the application and post-application work practices to reduce acute toxicity risks.  Despite the restrictions, EPA's revised risk assessments for ethyl parathion released earlier this year indicate that high risks may remain for workers and wildlife. However, ethyl parathion residues in food crops grown in the United States and drinking water do not pose significant dietary risk concerns.  The pesticide has no residential uses, though some exposure may result from spray drift.  The new agreement immediately stops the use of ethyl parathion on corn grown for seed, which poses the greatest potential risk to workers who re-enter treated fields.  It phases out use on other agricultural crops (alfalfa, barley, corn, cotton, canola, sorghum, soybean, sunflower, and wheat) over the next three years, ending all use of ethyl parathion in the United States by Oct. 31, 2003.  The agreement also halts the import of technical grade ethyl parathion into the United States and cancels registrations of ethyl parathion used to manufacture other end-use pesticide products.  The registrations of the end-use products will be canceled effective Dec. 31.

Trade names: Alkron, Alleron, Aphamite, Bladan,  Corothion, Etilon, Folidol, E-605, Fostox E, Geofos, Kriss, Niram, Orthophos, Panthion, Paramar, Paraphos, Parathene, Parawet, Penncap-E, Phoskil, Rhodiatox, SNP, Soprathion, Stathion, thiophos, Vitrex. 

LD50 oral depending on formulation between 1 and 50 mg/kg bodyweight. LD50 dermal depending on formulation between 1 and 45 mg/kg bodyweight. Guenther Rapp.

2. APHIS websites

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ - general website of the US Animal Health and Inspection Service with links to Biotechnology, Trade, Animal Health, Aquaculture, Plant Health, Wildlife Services, Forms, Import/Export, Regulations, Travelers' Information, USDA Employee Directory etc.

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/imex.html - import-export for plants, plant products,  animal regulations, email and phone contact points for more information.

3. GPPIS CD: Note for those having difficulty accessing it.

Put the CD into your CD drive. Open Windows Explorer and click on the drive, usually D:\, that is allocated to the CD drive. See in the right hand window a file called GPPIS.exe. Double click on this file. A preliminary window of GPPIS should appear.

Now you need to load Internet Explorer: click on Start, Programs, Internet Explorer. In the Address cell at the top type in the following, or better still ‘wipe’ it with your mouse holding down the left button, and copy it (Ctrl+C) and paste it (Ctrl+V) into the Internet Explorer address cell: http://127.0.0.1

The GPPIS CD should now present the Welcome window. Make your selections from the menu on the left.

4. Dupont lowers price of Steward in Fiji

Chemical control of caterpillars on cabbage. In August I mentioned in Pestinfo no. 15 that as a result of Dupont's high pricing the demand for Steward was very low in Fiji. Now the retail price of Steward for a 100 ml bottle has been reduced from about US$ 40 to about US$ 15. At the recommended dose of 0.5 ml per liter this translates into application costs for Steward of about US$ 1.5 per 20 liter knapsack sprayer in comparison with Match (US$ 0.5), Delfin (US$ 0.6) and as another newcomer Xentari (US$ 0.8). Steward's application costs are still the highest but more competitive than before. Guenther Rapp

5. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

November:

Guam, Pohnpei and Palau:

Mick Lloyd: discussions with countries about their quarantine and pest management needs for inclusion in future PPS workprammes and country specific activities. 

Richard Vernon: Introductory visit.

Pohnpei and Palau:(Chuuk, Kosrae, Marshall Islands, Yap)

Richard Vernon: to present with Konrad Englberger a workshop on Information Management for Pacific Quarantine and Plant Protection Staff. Participants for the two workshops will come from Chuuk, Kosrae, Marshall Islands, Palau, Pohnpei and Yap. New computers and digital cameras will be distributed and training given in their use. 

Nadi, Fiji Islands:

Luc Leblanc and Ema Tora-Vueti: RMFFP Terminal Review Meeting

December: 

Papua New Guinea:

Mick Lloyd, on the Taro Beetle Project, component funding arrangements and PMP project management

Luc Leblanc: Monitor PNG programme and assess banana fruit fly situation in East New Britain.

Nauru and Palau:

Ema Tora-Vueti: Nauru, fruit fly eradication and preparation of Palau eradication programme.

Solomon Is (posibly) and Canberra (ACIAR) 

Mick Lloyd
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