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1. SPC policy on support for Import Risk Assessment (IRAs) to PICTs and related issues.

With a considerable increase in requests for assistance in conducting IRAs, SPC’s plant protection service has established the policy below. The contents are based on a meeting between Dr. M. Lloyd, Dr. J. Wright, Mrs. E. Tora-Vueti, Mr. R. Vernon, Dr. G. Rapp and compiled to the present form by G. Rapp with inputs from the other participants. 

1.1 It is a country’s responsibility to complete an IRA. SPC will assist upon request. The main contact for IRA-related support at SPC is Dr. Jacqui Wright (jacquiw@spc.int). 

1.2 Countries requesting SPC support for two or more commodities need to indicate their priorities.

1.3 To be able to do IRAs, officers in PICTs need to be familiar with the IRA concept. Dr. Wright has facilitated workshops on IRA in several countries that are eligible for EU funding. Countries of Micronesia and New Zealand territories will receive IRA capacity training organised by Dr. Wright. In addition to that all PICTS can request an updated IRA manual and further support from Dr. Wright.

1.4. To be able to do IRAs, officers in PICTs also need access to information on pests. 

1.4.1 It is the PICT officer’s responsibility to screen all the available information in a country first, including searching the internet if available. Good search engines are http://www.google.com, http://www.altavista.com/ and http://infoseek.go.com.

1.4.2 To facilitate access to information, Dr. Rapp is sending the CABI Crop Protection Compendium with specific information on major pests as CD to countries that are eligible for EU funding. The CABI Compendium has a facility to compare pest lists from two countries and produce a list of pests in an exporting country but not in an importing country.  Datasheets for these pests can then be looked up in the CABI Compendium. For more details on the compendium and this facility please contact Dr. Wright. 

1.4.3 Mr. Vernon has supplied GPPIS CDs with information on pests/country to several countries. GPPIS has a facility to display pests that occur in the country of origin but not in the importing country. Similar information can be retrieved from the internet under http://www.ecoport.org/. For more details please contact Mr. Vernon under richardv@spc.int.

1.4.4 Officers in PICTS can contact Dr. Wright for a search on CAB abstracts and other sources if further information is necessary. However PICTS that have access to either CDs or Ecoport need to compile the information provided with these facilities first. 

1.5. Once a draft IRA is completed, PICTs can send the draft to Dr. Wright for comments. However, it is the PICT officer’s responsibility to finalise the draft.

2. Related Issues

2.1 Progress on Recommendations of SPS workshop, Nadi, February 2000. 

Para 2.5: 
Next steps to be taken

a)  1st draft of Pest Risk Assessment (PRA) and Pest Risk Management (PRM) processes to be circulated to all PICTs. 

Progress: Circulated by SPC.

b)  Countries to implement PRA/PRM with assistance from SPC if requested in response to a circular to each PICT. 

Progress: Workshops were held in Tonga, Samoa, French Polynesia, New Caledonia (with participants from Wallis & Futuna), PNG, Kiribati and Fiji 

Para 2.6: 
Pacific dispute settlement procedure

Pacific dispute settlement procedure is needed to deal with issues locally.

Progress: None yet

Para 2.7: 
Five nominated crops for PRA Pest List

SPC is to seek by consultative input from all members, five high priority crops for PRA pest lists.

Progress: None yet: Dr. Wright will contact the countries within the next four weeks.

2.2 Updated pest lists

2.2.1 The information on pests occurring in PICTS that is contained in GPPIS and Ecoport is based on a survey conducted by Dr. P. Maddison in the late 70s. There are still some thousands of insect specimen records from the initial survey awaiting conversion to electronic form. Guenther Rapp is in touch with LandCare to assess the feasibility of processing the old records into an electronic form - also in relation to future pest surveys.

2.2.2 The fruit fly website (http://www.pacifly.org/) has information on fruit flies in the Pacific.  

2.2.3 In recent years New Zealand funded surveys were conducted in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. In October 2000 SPC has facilitated a New Zealand funded survey in Niue.

2.2.4 SPC has conducted pest monitoring workshops in several countries under EU funding. One purpose of these workshops was to train country staff in the collection of samples that could then be sent via SPC for identification. SPC continues to fund the identification of samples that are sent in from countries eligible for EU funds or from NZ territories. SPC considers the result of such identifications as public knowledge and will insert these data in either Ecoport or another version of a pest database.

2.2.5 In 1999 and at the beginning of 2000 SPC supplied quarantine departments of nine countries with computer equipment to facilitate the processing of information.

2.2.6 SPC has been in contact with FAO on data entry, authorship aspects, and improvement of Ecoport. To date no definite outcome. The situation has been complicated by the fact that FAO has handed the management of Ecoport to the University of Florida. There will be another attempt to finalise this issue by the beginning of 2001. Depending on the outcome SPC will either cooperate with FAO or establish another database.

2.2.7 The following countries could request EU funded SPC assistance for pest surveys complimentary to existing but not yet processed records: French Polynesia, Kiribati, New Caledonia, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna. Data collected during such surveys would be considered public knowledge. Niue is eligible for NZODA funding and has completed a survey recently.  Cook Islands are eligible for NZODA funding and are in the process of conducting a pest survey. Tokelau is eligible for NZODA funding. 

------- End of SPC policy on Import Risk Assessment -------

2. SPC Plant Protection Services Planned Workshops

2.1 Title: PPPO & Biosafety; Date: MARCH 5-10 2001  Place: Nadi, Fiji; Who for: Chiefs of Quarantine, Environment & Attorney Generals; Objectives: Biosafety Protocol; Trade Implications, Germplasm Movement Regulations; Countries Involved: 22 PICTs;

3. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

December : 

Fiji:

Mick Lloyd: 6th,Sigatoka Neem Project Opening.

Papua New Guinea:

Luc Leblanc:02-19th, Monitor PNG programme and assess banana fruit fly situation in East New Britain.

Nauru and Palau:

Ema Tora-Vueti:30th Nov-19th Dec, Fruit Fly Eradication Programme.   


---------------------------------------------

Seasonal Greetings from all the SPC PPS staff  
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