Secretariat of the Pacific Community: Plant Protections Service

Pest Info No 21 
 


16 Jan 2001

Please print and distribute this Newsletter to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish not to receive this PestInfo newsletter just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.

The SPC Plant Protection Service wishes all its clients and collaborators a peaceful and productive 2001.
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1. Release of PestAlert No 19, False Kava 

The latest PestAlert (formerly called AgAlert), No 19 False Kava, has been released and sent to those registered for receipt of all PestAlerts. The paper copy should be available in a few weeks time. Anyone else who would like a copy, please let me know. Specify whether you would like it as an electronic copy (attached to an e-mail) or a paper copy sent by mail.

2. New pesticides (G. Rapp)

Found in AGROW (World crop protection news, no 365):

Thiacloprid by Bayer, trade name Calypso 480 SC. Similar to Imidacloprid = no cross resistance to synthetic pyrethroids, Organophosphates or carbamates. Effective against aphids, whiteflies, leafminers, lepidopteran and coleopteran pests., harmless to bees.

Chromafenozide by Nippon Kayaku and Sankyo Co. Insect growth regulator, specific to lepidopteran pests of fruits, vegetables, tea, rice, ornamentals. Trade name: Matric. Larvae stop feeding within a few hours. No adverse effects against pollinators.

3. Pheromones (G. Rapp) 

Available from Wageningen (pherobank@plant.wag-ur.nl) for many pests including Sweet Potato weevil, Helicoverpa armigera, Ostrinia nubilalis, Diamond Back Moth, Spodoptera exigua and litura. Minimum order 80 Euro (about US$ 40). Costs between 3.10 and 2.15 Euro depending on size of order. Admin charges 25 Euro.

4. Global entomology contacts, events and societies (G. Rapp) 

On the web under: http://www.sciref.org/links/index.htm and then click on the blue underlined links. Useful when looking for contacts in other countries or interesting international conferences.

5. SPC Biocontrol assistant migrated to New Zealand (G. Rapp) 

Pranish Prasad moved on and is now working as crop scout in New Zealand. If you have requests or queries on biocontrol or if you want us to organise the identification of insect specimen, please contact Guenther Rapp under guentherr@spc.int or under +679 370 021 (Fax) or under +679 370 733 Ext. 224 (direct phone line)

6. CABI stopped insect identification services (G. Rapp) 

As of this year, CABI does not provide this service anymore. I am currently in touch with the British Museum of Natural History to organise identifications through them instead.

7. Use of METHYL PARATHION on several crops cancelled in USA (G. Rapp) 

Methyl parathion is highly toxic: oral LD50 in rats 6 to 50 mg/kg, dermal LD50 67 mg/kg in rats Trade names: Bladan M, Cekumethion, Dalf, Dimethyl Parathion, Devithion, E 601, Folidol-M, Fosferno M50, Gearphos, Kilex Parathion, Metacide, Metaphos, Metron, Nitrox 80, Partron M, Penncap-M, and Tekwaisa. Excerpt from EPA Pesticide Program Update 01/10/2001: EPA will announe the revocation (elimination) of 30 tolerances (maximum permissible residue levels) for the organophosphate pesticide methyl parathion. The tolerance revocation affects a variety of crops, including apples, broccoli, brussels sprouts, carrots, celery, cherries, grapes, nectarines, peaches, pears, and plums. This action follows up on the Aug. 1999 voluntary industry cancellation of these and certain other uses of methyl parathion. The uses were canceled based upon EPA's determination that acute dietary risks from methyl parathion in food did not meet current safety standards, especially for the protection of children. Under terms of the voluntary agreement between EPA and the companies that produce methyl parathion, this pesticide can not be used on these food crops after Dec. 31, 1999. Further details available after Jan. 5 at www.epa.gov/fedrgstr.

8. Use of Diazinon to be restricted in USA (G. Rapp) 

Reason for the restriction in the USA: Diazinon's use on turf poses a risk to birds, and it is one of the most commonly found pesticides in air, rain, and drinking and surface water (http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/b1ab9f485b098972852562e7004dc686/c8cdc9ea7d5ff585852569ac0 077bd31?OpenDocument). Also Australia reviews it's use (http://www.affa.gov.au/corporate_docs/affa_news/affa_k/nradiazinonreview.html). In the USA, the registration for the indoor household use will be canceled in March 2001. For all lawn, garden and turf uses, manufacturing stops in June 2003. For 2002, there will be a 25 percent decrease in production; and for 2003, there will be a 50 percent decrease in production. Also a process to cancel around 20 different uses on food crops will begin.

9. PPS on the Internet

The Plant Protection Service opened its Internet site on 15 December 2000. If you can access the Internet you can find us at www.spc.int/pps - and there you can read all the back copies of these PestInfos and lots more. Suggestions on its improvement will be welcome. If you do not have access to the Internet we would be interested in hearing from you what would be needed to overcome this obstacle.

10. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

January: 

Guam, Yap: 

Konrad Engleberger: 16-21, quarantine on-the job training, Imperata cylindrica eradication and fruit fly surveillance.16th, Pohnpei to Guam;17th, Guam to Yap; 21st, Yap to Guam. 

Palau: 

Ema Tora-Vueti: 18-29, evaluate fruit fly eradication programme with Allan Allwood.

Chuuk, FSM: 

Konrad Engleberger: 22-26, quarantine on-the job training, Brown Tree Snake ID and control training for airline and sea port staff, taro disease survey in Chuuk with Dr.George Wall UOG.

Pohnpei, FSM 

Konrad Engleberger: 26, taro disease survey in Pohnpei.

Nauru: 

Ema Tora-Vueti:Jan 29-Feb 06, carry out the eradication programme (Campaign 15).

February: 

Papua New Guinea: 

Mick Lloyd: 12-16, consultations with NARI on Fruit Fly, Taro Beetle, other PMP components and PPPS projects.

Luc Leblanc: 11-18, attend the mid-term review of the PNG Fruit Fly Project (ACIAR component).

Kosrae, FSM: 

Konrad Engleberger: 12-16, quarantine on-the job training, Giant African Snail eradication and Citrus Canker disease survey.

Auckland & Wellington, New Zealand: 

Ema Tora-Vueti: 

18-23, Auckland, to attend the Conference. 

23-28, Wellington, NZ, to meet NZMAF personnel.

Workshops: 

January: 

Cook Islands: Plant Pathology Techniques Workshop. 

Contact: Dr Jacqui Wright.

February: 

Tarawa, Cook Islands: Plant Pathology Techniques Workshop. 

Contact: Dr Jacqui Wright. 
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