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1. Free online articles of Florida Entomologist 

From G. Rapp

Florida Entomologist is a quarterly journal. All issues between now and 1993 are available for free and in Adobe Acrobat format under http://www.fcla.edu/FlaEnt/feissues.htm.

2. Mango Pest Alert

From G. Rapp

An excerpt from NAQS newslettter No. 12, Dec. 2000): The red-banded mango caterpillar (Deanolis sublimalis, synonyms are Deanolis albizonalis, Noorda albizonalis, Autocharis albizonalis) is present in Papua New Guinea and has been found on Gabba Island. It's the sixth detection in the Torres Strait between PNG and Australia since 1997. The caterpillar eats mango flesh and seeds. Symptoms of attack: Holes and sap flows on mango skins, caterpillar itself when the fruit is opened. 

Ecoport records this pest only from PNG. The AQIS website http://www.aqis.gov.au/docs/schools/rl/8120.htm records the pest also from Indonesia (Java), Philippines, Thailand, India and shows pictures of the pest and damaged mangos. As the name suggests, it has clear red and white bands around the body.

3. Survey on PICTs Plant Protection and Quarantine Information Needs: 1st Results

From R. Vernon

We sent out about 80 forms and had 40 back completed. Thank you. Here are some preliminary results. 

You were asked which SPC specialists would you like to have visit you? 



Country�No of Returns�Main Requests for Visits by SPC Specialists��American Samoa�5�Plant protection general and administration, Quarantine, Information management & computers, Fruit flies ��Cook Islands�2�Plant protection general and administration, Quarantine, Fruit flies ��Fed States of Micronesia�3�Plant protection general and administration, Plant pests, Plant diseases , Biological control ��Fiji Islands�2�Biological control , Plant diseases , Plant protection general and administration, Plant pests��French Polynesia�2�Quarantine, Information management & computers, Fruit flies ��Marshall Islands�1�Biological control , Information management & computers, Plant protection general and administration��Niue �2�Plant pests, Plant protection general and administration, Quarantine, Plant diseases ��Palau�1�Fruit flies , Plant diseases , Quarantine, Plant protection general and administration,��Papua New Guinea�6�Biological control , Plant diseases , Information management & computers��Samoa�10�Quarantine, Biological control , Plant protection general and administration��Tokelau�1�Quarantine, Plant diseases , Biological control ��Tonga�4�Plant diseases , Plant pests, Biological control ��

Comment: SPC Plant Protection Service specialists will use these results in planning their travel schedules. We have no Biological Control specialist at this time. G. Rapp is acting in this position.



We will report the results of other questions in subsequent Pest Info editions, and they will be presented at the Plant PestsPO meeting in Nadi, Fiji, 19-23 March 2001.



4. Dangers of Wood Packaging

From R. Vernon



Wood packaging can be a key source of invasion of exotic insects and diseases. Canadian inspectors intercepted 50 different quarantine instects and diseases in wooden packaging from 27 countries since 1998. Of 11,000 shipments inspected c. 3% were infested with live pests. Wood packing is recycled and circulated from country to country so its origin is not usually traceable, and the same packaging may be used for many different commodities. Canada, like many other countries, is developing new requirements for wood packaging and is pressing for an international standard.  (From the 1999-2000 Annual Report of NAPlant PestsO - North American Plant Protection Organization). Such a standard (ISPM) is currently being developed by the Interim Committee on Phytosanitary Measures. 



5. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

From M. Kora.



Month�Dates�Country�Staff�Purpose��February�12-16,�Papua New Guinea:





�Mick Lloyd�consultations with NARI on Fruit Fly, Taro Beetle, other PMP components and Plant PestsPS projects.���11-18�Papua New Guinea:�Luc Leblanc�attend the mid-term review of the PNG Fruit Fly Project (ACIAR component).���12-16�Kosrae, FSM:�Konrad Englberger:�Quarantine on-the job training, Giant African Snail eradication and Citrus Canker disease survey.���5 or 6 - 8�Nauru�Dr Jacqui Wright,  Konrad Englberger, Coordinator Plant Protection Micronesia, to join Ema Tora Vueti, Fruit Fly management,�Conduct urgent survey of dying breadfruit trees with a view to advising Nauru landowners on the management of the breadfruit problem, & general quarantine matters.��March�19–23�Nadi, Fiji Islands�Luc Leblanc

�Attend Plant Pests PO /Fruit fly Steering Committee meeting���12-22�Marshall Islands�Konrad Englberger:, 

�Quarantine on-the job training, IPM training and Giant African Snail eradication in Kwajalein.���5-9�Papua New Guinea�Dick Vernon:�Courtesy visit, meet Quarantine and Plant Protection staff in Port Moresby and Lae.��

6. SPC Plant Protection Services Events

From M. Kora.

Month�Dates�Country�Staff�Event��February�12-16,�Tarawa, Cook Islands�Contact: Dr Jacqui Wright�Plant Pathology Techniques Workshop���19-23�Nadi, Fiji Islands�Contact: Dr Mick Lloyd.�Plant PestsPO meeting��
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