[image: image1.png]Pest Info

Pest and quarantine information from

SPC Plant Protection Service




No 23. 16th March 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.
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1. New insecticide for pest control in brassicas

G. Rapp

AGROW issue no 367 mentions that the Australian company Analytica plans to introduce a viral insecticide, Galaxy V4C for pest control on brassicas in the US in the second quarter of 2001. Commercial production to be based in Taipei, Taiwan. Several other viral insecticides for food crops are under development.

2. Traveller learns that Australia is serious about Quarantine 

AQIS Bulletin 13, 10: page 3. Dec 2000- Jan2001.

A traveller from Netherlands to Australia was fined $A1,000 for trying to smuggle bean seeds into the country. 

3. Advance Notice: Pest Alert on the Orchid Weevil

G. Rapp

A Pest Alert (formerly called AgAlert) has been prepared describing a serious outbreak of the orchid weevil Orchidophilus aterrimus. This Pest Alert will be sent out electronically this week to those on the Pest Alert mailing list. If you do not get it this week and would like it please let us know. The paper version will follow when printed. In the meantime it may be useful to note that good pictures of this pest can be seen at the Internet site: http://www.extento.hawaii.edu/kbase/crop/Type/orchid_a.htm. These can help you to keep a lookout for this pest.

4. Survey on PICTs Plant Protection and Quarantine Information Needs (2000)

R. Vernon

We sent out about 80 forms and had 40 back completed. Thank you. Here is the second report on responses. You were asked which pest management training do you feel most in need of? The table summarizes the responses in terms of subjects for which training was felt to be needed. 

Subject
Requests

Plant pests
14

Biological control
9

Integrated Pest Management
8

Fruit flies
7

Plant diseases
6

Import Risk Analysis
4

Weeds
2

Emergency Response Plan
1

Plant protection
1

5. Plant Protection Service looking for a Partner

R. Vernon

PRIVATE
The PPS wishes to assess whether it may be more effective and efficient to outsource to paid subcontractors some of its existing and prospective services to Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTs). The following services are under consideration for outsourcing. Suitably qualified organizations interested in managing and delivering any or all of these services are invited to submit a proposal to the SPC PPS. You may e-mail your interest to richardv@spc.int.

· Pest Information Exchange System
This is planned to be a system to facilitate a rapid exchange of pest information, provisional pest identification and a forum for pest-related discussion. ‘Pest’ is used here in the broad sense of any organism causing harm to agriculture or the environment. The system will be on-line through e-mail, and possibly Internet, but systems to allow those without such connectivity to be involved should be included in the proposal.

· Pacific Plant Protection Newsletter
SPC currently publishes two newsletters in the agricultural sector: SPC Agricultural Newsletter (roughly twice a year) and, by the PPS, this informal PestInfo (sent out electronically, roughly monthly). The PPS is currently expanding its information and extension services and is exploring ways to enhance the movement of plant protection information to extension officers and farmers throughout the region. One prospect is to develop a Plant Protection Newsletter that contains a regional component prepared by PPS and an Islands portion that is prepared locally within each Pacific country. The country office responsible for the local production would then also be responsible for printing to paper and for distribution amongst the country’s extension staff and farming communities. A pilot project is envisaged to test the concept in a small number of countries.

SPC PPS envisages signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the selected organization (Partner) that will facilitate the two organizations collaborating to implement either or both of the above components. It is expected that such implementation will take the form of a number of service contracts with SPC. The MoU is expected to provide that the Partner will be normally be offered first refusal for any such contract.

6. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel
M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

March
19–23
Nadi, Fiji Islands
Luc Leblanc, Konrad Englberger, Roy Masamdu, Mick Lloyd


Attend Plant Pests PO /Fruit fly Steering Committee meeting


5-9
Papua New Guinea
Dick Vernon
Courtesy visit, meet Quarantine and Plant Protection staff in Port Moresby and Lae.


27-31
Phoenix, Arizona
Roy Masamdu
Attend US scarab workshop.

April

Samoa
Guenther Rapp
Methyl bromide (inspection of bottles instead of methyl bromide), meet Albert Peter for AusAid quarantine project.


2-6
FAO headquarters, Rome
Mick Lloyd
3rd session of the Interim Commission for Phytosanitary Measures (ICPM) Meeting.


9-13
French Polynesia
Dick Vernon
Courtesy visit and information discussions on information management training.


21-26
Marshall Islands
Konrad Englberger
Giant African Snail survey in Kwajalein and Quarantine on-the job training. 

7. SPC Plant Protection Services Events
M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Event

March
19-23
Nadi, Fiji Islands
Mick Lloyd or Reapi Masau
PPPO meeting.


19-23
Apia, Samoa
SPREP Samoa:Mr Sam Sesega and Ms Helen Ng Lam

SPC Suva: Mick Lloyd and Reapi Masau
Biosafety Workshop


26-29
Koror, Palau
Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop

April



None yet

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag SUVA, Fiji . Tel : (679) 370733 ext 228; email : richardv@spc.int
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