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No 24. 4th April 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.
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1. Plant Protection Organization of the Pacific (PPPO): Third Meeting

R. Vernon

More than fifty delegates from 21 Pacific island countries & territories gathered in Nadi, Fiji,  from 19 to 23 March 2001 to attend the third PPPO meeting. The previous meeting was in 1998.

The PPPO focuses on improving the capacity of Pacific nations to comply with global quarantine and trade standards. It is composed of representatives of all island members of the Pacific community, Australia and New Zealand. It links the region to international organisations such as the World Trade Organization, and to the Food and Agriculture Organization’s Interim Commission for Phytosanitary Measures (ICPM) and Asia Pacific Plant Protection Commission (APPPC).

On the first day country delegates presented their Country Reports. Day 2 was devoted to a Trade Facilitation Workshop. Presentations were made by John Landoss, author of a report “Trade Facilitation Capacities Of Quarantine And Customs Services In The Forum Islands Countries Region”, and by a WTO representative, Gretchen Stanton. A Fruit Fly Workshop occupied the morning of Day 3. After that and for the rest of the week PPPO-3 considered the major quarantine-related topics, and others including donor aspects, methyl bromide phase-out, information management, country and regional pest lists, and analytical services. Selected reports from the meeting will be lodged on the PPS web site www.spc.int/pps or e-mailed to you if you ask.

2. Proposed Certificate Course in Agricultural Information Management

R. Vernon

SPC and others have assisted with training in information management in numerous initiatives over the years, usually for an ad hoc purpose at the time. Participants of such initiatives may or may not get a certificate of attendance at the completion of each event but this is no indication of the extent they gained from it or were able to subsequently make use of the learning experience in their regular work. More such training is asked for and planned in new PPS projects. There are concerns that this ad hoc approach leaves much to be desired. It may offer little lasting benefit to the participants whether in increased competency in new skills, increased competency in their job, or in improved recognition of the importance of information management in job descriptions and in promotion. These deficiencies could be remedied by the establishment of a Certificate in Agricultural Information Management in the Pacific. PPS will soon start consulting stakeholders on the merits and prospects of such an initiative and how it could be implemented. If you have thoughts on the subject we would be pleased to hear from you. 

3. Agricultural use of Chlorfenvinphos cancelled in Australia

Guenther Rapp

Agricultural use of the organophosphate insecticide, chlorfenvinphos, has been cancelled and restrictions placed on its veterinary applications, in an interim report released by the National Registration Authority of Australia. (http://www.nra.gov.au/nra/mr0017.html).

NRA’s Chemical Review Manager, Dr Ron Eichner, said:  ‘Concerns have previously been raised about the safety of chemicals that belong to the organophosphate (OP) family. In this particular case, environmental, health and trade issues needed to be addressed in the review. To be able to conduct an effective review into the registration of chlorfenvinphos, it was vital that the NRA have access to particular scientific data that truly demonstrates its safety or otherwise’.  ‘The manufacturers of agricultural products containing chlorfenvinphos were not in a position to produce the scientific data required which addressed environmental and worker safety issues. Therefore, the NRA had little choice, other than to cancel the registration of these products.’

Chlorfenvinphos is highly toxic with an LD 50 oral for rats of 10ppm and falls under WHO class 1b (highly hazardous). At least until 1994, chlorfenvinphos had been registered in New Caledonia under the trade name Birlane G10. Other trade names are Sapecron, Sedanox.

4. Information  on Pesticides registered in Australia

Guenther Rapp

Information can be found on the website of the National Registration Authority (NRA) under: http://www.nra.gov.au. The website can be searched, has links to maximum residue limits, displays media releases under a ‘what’s new category’. The link to the PUBCRIS database will allow searches by company,  product, host, pest, active ingredient – once NRA has completed this section of the web site. 

As always: if you can’t access the website please let me know what you need and we will do it for you.

5. A New Service: Plant Protection Service Internet Site available on CD

The PPS Internet site (www.spc.int/pps) provides a single ‘store’ where we keep nearly all of the PPS outputs, available for anyone to read on-line or download a copy to their computer. But many do not have an Internet access at an affordable price. PPS has therefore started to produce a copy of the entire PPS Internet Web site on compact disc (CD-ROM). We plan to release a new copy at regular intervals: 6-monthly is the current plan. A CD was given to the delegate representing each PICT at the recent PPPO-3 meeting in Nadi. If you would like a copy please let us know (e-mail to makelesik@spc.int) and you will be added to the mailing list for the next edition.

6. CD of Taxonomy Training Manuals from SAFRINET

R. Vernon

We have received a consignment of CDs (compact discs) from SAFRINET, the South African loop of Bionet, containing four training manuals. These manuals have introductory sections on the biology & classification of major invertebrate and fungal groups that include plant pests, and then focus on techniques such as collection and preservation of specimens. As such they offer much of interest to plant protection and quarantine staff. The four manuals are: 

1) Collecting and Preserving Fungi: A Manual for Mycology (1999). 

Edited by A.P. Baxter & E. van der Linde, ARC-PPRI, Pretoria. 

 (2nd edition).

2) Collecting and Preserving Nematodes: A Manual for Nematology  (1999). 

Edited by K.P.N. Kleynhans, ARC-PPRI, Pretoria. 

 (2nd edition).

3) Collecting and Preserving Insects and Arachnids: A Manual for Entomology and Arachnology (1999). Edited by I.M. Millar, V.M Uys & R.P. Urban, ARC-PPRI, Pretoria. (2nd edition,

printed; ISBN 1-868-49144-7 (3rd edition, on this CD only).

4) Introduction to Practical Phytobacteriology: A Manual for Phytobacteriology (2000). 

Compiled by T. Goszczynska, J.J.  Serfontein & S. Serfontein, ARC-PPRI, Pretoria. 

(1st edition).

They come in PDF format for which you need Adobe Acrobat software to read them. A copy of this software is included on the CD. Each manual is in two versions: one for on-screen viewing and another, with higher resolution, for printing to paper. Would anyone wishing to have a copy of the CD please let us know (makelesik@spc.int) ?

7. Survey on PICTs Plant Protection and Quarantine Information Needs (2000)

R. Vernon

We sent out in August 2000 about 80 forms and had 40 back completed. Thank you. Here is the third report on responses. You were asked to say for each of the listed PPS information outputs whether you have ever seen them and how useful you find them. The table summarizes your responses and the following text describes the conclusions and what actions are being taken as a result.

Information Materials
Numbers of Responses


Seen
Never Seen
Some Value
Great Value

PALs
30
6
8
22

AgAlerts
23
11
6
19

PestInfo
20
16
3
20

Diseases of Cultivated Crops
23
11
4
21

PPPIS/GPPIS CD
5
27
1
11

SPC Agricultural News
27
7
7
22

Others
29
3
1
21

The conclusion that we came to was that steps should be taken to ensure greater access to those outputs reported to be rarely seen, namely, AgAlerts, PestInfo, and the book ‘Diseases of Cultivated Crops’. The Pest Advisory Leaflets (PALs), AgAlerts and PestInfo have therefore been made available on the Plant Protection Service Internet Web site www.spc.int/pps which went live in December 2000 and which was also made available on CD as from March 2001. These publications are additionally distributed electonically (PestInfo and Pest Alert by e-mail and fax) and by mail to all those who register for their receipt in this way.

With respect to the GPPIS database (which is distributed on a compact disk [CD]) this has been distributed to most if not all PICTs. Several people reported difficulty with using it, and asked for a facility to update with local records. This topic was discussed further at the PPPO-3 meeting in Nadi, Fiji, in March 2001 (see above). It was concluded there was a need for a new Pest Lists database with country and regional models. SPC undertook to develop this and will be contacting PICTs on their views, and holdings of pest lists, in June 2001. 

8. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

M. Kora .

Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

April
2-6 
FAO headquarters, Rome 
Jacqui Wright
3rd session of the Interim Commission for Phytosanitary Measures (ICPM) Meeting.


9-13
Nauru
Ema Tora-Vueti
Fruit Fly Eradication Programme.


11-22


Majuro


Konrad Englberger
IPM Workshop and short training for cargo handlers on Brown Tree Snake. 


17-21
Samoa
Guenther Rapp
Methyl bromide supply and Montreal Protocol

AusAid quarantine project

Quarantine equipment

Discussions about Pest survey and agric. Exports


18-25
French Polynesia
Dick Vernon
Courtesy visit and discussions on information management & training.

May
14-18
Palau
Ema Tora-Vueti
Fruit Fly Eradication Workshop for Micronesian territories. 


31-Jun 4
Guam
Konrad Englberger
To participate in the 10th Pacific Science Inter-Congress.

9. SPC Plant Protection Services Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Event

April
16-20
Marshall Islands
Wilco Lieberegts and Konrad Englberger
Integrated Pest Management Workshop.


30-May 4
Fiji Islands
Mick Lloyd
PHALPS14

May
3
Fiji Islands
Mick Lloyd
First Project Coordinating Committee meeting for Pest Management in the Pacific (PMP PCC)


21-26
Cook Islands
Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag SUVA, Fiji. Tel : (679) 370733 ext 228; email : richardv@spc.int
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