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No 25. 10th May 2001 

Please print and distribute this Newsletter

 to appropriate staff who do not have an e-mail connection.

If you wish NOT to receive this PestInfo newsletter 

just send an email to richardv@spc.int with the words 'No PestInfo'.
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1. Biocontrol of Sida rhombifolia in Papua New Guinea

L. Kuniata, G. Rapp 
A total of 740 adults of Calligrapha pantherina were collected from Darwin and delivered to post-entry quarantine facilities at Laloki in December, 1999. By early February 2000 more than 5,000 adults were available and released at Gusap ranch, owned by Ramu Sugar Ltd. In two months, populations increased rapidly inflicting severe damage on Sida at the release sites. Populations continued to spread into adjacent paddocks, again inflicting damage in both mature and immature Sida. Further releases were made at Erap and Gusap. All releases have been successful achieving excellent control of Sida. 

In the 1980s CSIRO tested Calligrapha's host range against 80 Australian species of plants, either closely related to Sida or of economic or environmental importance over 3 years (http://www.nt.gov.au/dpif/pubcat/agnotes/542.htm). Calligrapha could only sustain a population on three introduced weeds: spinyhead sida (Sida acuta), Paddy's lucerne (Sida rhombifolia) and spiny sida (Sida spinosa). It was unlikely to damage any other plants. Dr. Kuniata still has a lab culture of the bioagent. Officers interested in considering an introduction can contact Dr. Kuniata under lskuniata@datec.com.pg for further details with cc guentherr@spc.int.

2. Information on Pesticides under trial in the Pacific

G. Rapp

Two weeks ago I was in Samoa. Bill Cable – Samoa’s pesticide registrar - suggested to collect information as to which pesticides are currently under trial in the South Pacific so that it’s possible to exchange information and maybe save some time and money. I would therefore suggest for anybody doing pesticide trials to send me an email and mention what pesticide is tested on what crop. I would then compile the emails and send out the results in the next pestinfo.

3. New Zealand’s import health standards for fruits and vegetables

G. Rapp

Separate for commodity and exporting country and on the web under http://www.maf.govt.nz/Plants/import/fruitvegetables/fresh-cn.htm.

4. Sales of Benlate by DuPont to end by December 2001

J.Wright

On April 19, 2001 DuPont announced that Benlate would no longer be sold after December 2001.  Benlate is a systemic fungicide with Benomyl as active ingredient. DuPont has made this move because of the high legal costs associated with litigation against Benlate. To date, legal costs associated with Benlate have cost DuPont an estimated US$ 1 billion dollars. Claims made against Dupont in relation to the fungicide include birth defects in humans, damage to orchards and poisoning of shrimp from farms in Ecuador.  Benlate is a fungicide that has been used on citrus, banana, papaya, cabbages, beans, peppers and tomatoes for many years. Numerous reports mention resistance problems in relation to Benlate  

Source of data: PANUPS (Pesticide Action Network Updates Service) 7th May, 2001.

5. Plant Protection Organization of the Pacific (PPPO): Third Meeting

S. Kumar

A first short report was given in PestInfo No 24. The full reports of the PPPO meeting and the associated Trade Facilitation workshop have now been prepared. They can be found on the PPS Website www.spc.int/pps or e-mailed to you on request. The report on the Fruit Fly Management Workshop is in preparation. 

6. Suppliers of fumigation equipment

G. Rapp

Gas detector tubes and pumps

Gas masks, canisters and other safety equipment:

Auer Gesellschaft GmbH/MSA,

Postfach 44 04 40

1000Berlin 44

Germany

Phone +49 30 689 10

Fax +49 30 689 1558
Gas detector tubes and pumps

Gas masks, canisters and other safety equipment:

Dragerwerk AG.,D2400

Lubeck 1 

Postfach 1339

Germany

Phone +49 451 882 2672

Fax +49 451 882 2080

Gas detector tubes and pumps:

Gastec Corporation

6431 Fukaya

Ayase City 252

Japan

Phone +81 467 79 3910

Fax +81 467 79 3979
Gas masks, canisters and other safety equipment:

Protector Safety Pty Ltd,

137 McCredie Road,

Guildford NSW 2161,

Australia

Phone +61 2 681 022

Fax +61 2 892 2221

Riken Gas Indicators:

Riken Keiki Co. Ltd

2-7-6,

Azusawa,

Itabashi-Ku,

Tokyo 174,

Japan

Phone +81 3 966 1111

Fax +81 3 558 0043
Fumigation Sheets:

Austral Cathay

89 Old Pittwater Road

Brookvale NSW 2100

Australia

Phone +61 2 905 7857

Fax +61 2 905 5966

Fumigation Sheets:

Commodity Storage

35 Edward Street

P.O.Box 434

Riverstone NSW 2765

Australia

Phone +61 2 838 1677

Fax +61 2 838 1680
Fumigation Sheets:

Power Plastics

Station Road

Thirsk

Yorks YO7 1PZ

United Kingdom

Phone +44 845 525 503

Fax +44 845 525 485

Fumigation sheets:

Barrier Consolidated Industries pty ltd

3/37 Church Avenue

Mascot NSW 2020

Australia

Ph +61 2 693 5966

Fax +61 2 317 5925
Pressure testing equipment:

Transmonitor 

POBox 52

North Ryde NSW 2113

Australia

Phone +61 2 887 8333

Fax + 61 2 887 3107

7. Pacific Pest Lists

R. Vernon

Up to date pest lists are needed for the establishment and implementation of trade agreements and are also required as part of the International Plant Protection Convention (Article 7i). Additionally several meetings and reports have drawn attention to this need and the gap between need and provision. 

Much information has been collected but is widely scattered, in many different formats, and not generally available. No satisfactory system exists to manage this information so as to allow easy updating and easy access across the Pacific. This problem was discussed at the PPPO-3 meeting in Nadi, Fiji in March 20001. The following plan of action was agreed:

1. PICTs supply and SPC gather & audit existing pest lists 

Method: Countries process already existing records while SPC arranges identification of already available specimen depending on availability of funds. 

2. Country pest lists for the most urgent crops are updated by surveys by 2004, with support from SPC. There should be an emphasis on crops with export potential. 

3. Country / Regional model database (s) be developed jointly by SPC and Countries. 

4. That appropriate photographic records be included where possible in the new PPPIS database to facilitate in-country pest identification.

SPC will be contacting PICTs on their holdings of pest lists, and on their requirements for national and regional pest list systems, in June 2001.

8. New Zealand takes Quarantine Infringements by Passengers seriously

R. Vernon: Biodiverity: Issue 25, 1 Feb 2001. MAF New Zealand. P. 5

As from 1 July 2001 passengers arriving in New Zealand who fail to declare quarantine items o their declaration forms will be liable for an instant fine of $200. These fines will be generally applied to passengers failing to declare items because of negligence. Where a passenger has deliberately and knowingly failed to declare risk items then the traditional offence provisions would be used of prosecution, with penalties of up to $100,000 and imprisonment available to the court.

9. CD of Taxonomy Training Manuals from SAFRINET

R. Vernon

This CD, with its four books on the collection and taxonomy of insects etc, was described in PestInfo No 24. So far about 90 copies of the CD have been mailed out, primarily to Pacific plant protection and quarantine staff in our contacts address database, and to all those who sent us a message requesting it.

10. Survey on PICTs Plant Protection and Quarantine Information Needs (2000)

R. Vernon

We sent out in August 2000 about 80 forms and had 40 back completed. Thank you. Here is the fourth  report on responses. You were asked to indicate how good is your access to professional identification of specimens by ticking one of three options. These are shown in the following table together with the numbers ticking each.

Levels of Access to Professional Identifications
No of responses

(Almost) non-existent
7

OK but could be improved
19

Sufficient or good
11

Respondents to the first two levels were asked to say what the main problems were. The next table summarises these responses.

Reported Problems in Specimen

Identification:


Class
No. in Class 


Lack of trained staff
9


Unclassified
6


Cost
6


Admin
3


Time
2


Equipment
2


Total:
28

· The conclusion that we came to was that with respect to specimen identification, emphasis (continue to) be given to training and where possible, assistance with costs
11. Black Sigatoka Outbreak in Queensland, Australia

J.Wright

Situation update: 2 May 2001

Current situation

The disease has been identified at nine sites near Tully in an area approximately 20km across. Three of the sites have been in commercial plantations and the others in unmanaged plantings of feral or volunteer bananas plants. 

Initial detection

Black Sigatoka, a serious fungal disease of bananas was detected near Tully on the 4th of April 2001. The outbreak was found by a DPI Animal and Plant Health Service Inspector during routine banana leaf disease surveillance. Black Sigatoka only affects banana plants.

Intensive Surveillance

Intensive surveillance of all banana plants within 7.5 km of black Sigatoka detections has been undertaken. 

Surveillance of all banana plantations in north Queensland is regularly conducted under the Banana Industry Protection Board plan. No disease has been detected in any area outside of the Tully district.

Intensive surveillance is continuing over the entire north Queensland banana growing area to confirm that black Sigatoka is restricted within the initial area of detection.

Control measures

Banana plants at each infested site and within 500 metres of infested plants are being destroyed or deleafed.

Quarantine restrictions 

Restricted areas have been established within 7.5km and 50km of the outbreak, see map. Banana fruit or plants grown in these areas cannot be moved within or from the zone without an inspector's approval. See Inspector's Approval Number 4 and Interstate Banana Movement Requirements for details.

Management plan

The outbreak is being managed according to an agreed incursion management plan. 

Source: http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/health/3921.html (Queensland Department of Primary Industries)

12. Biocontrol meeting

G. Rapp

The first International Symposium on Biological control of Arthropods will take place on September 17th – 21st, 2001 at Radisson Waikiki Prince Kuhio Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii. For more information contact: Dr. Roy Van Driesche, Entomology Department, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts 01003, USA. Ph: + 1 413 545 1061, email : vandries@fnr.umass.edu
13. Report on the 2001 US Scarab Workshop

R.Masamdu

The report on the 2001 US Scarab Workshop held at the University of Arizona Maricopa Agricultural Centre from the 29th to the 30th of March 2001 is now available. Please send an email to makelesik@spc.int if you would like a copy. For further details please contact Roy under spctaro@datec.com.pg. 

14. SPC Plant Protection Services Staff travel

M. Kora .

Month
Dates
Country
Staff
Purpose

May
10-28
Palau and FSM
Luc Leblanc
Training on quarantine surveillance for Micronesian Countries and Territories.


21-30
Western and Choiseul Provinces, Solomon Islands 
Brian Thistleton with Daniel Wagatora(Ministry of Agriculture and Primary Industries, Solomon Islands) 
Fruit Fly Surveillance


31-Jun 4
Guam
Konrad Englberger, Dr Bob Ikin
To participate in the 10th Pacific Science Inter-Congress.

June
4-8
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea
Guenther Rapp, Ema Tora-Vueti, Luc LeBlanc
Emergency Response Planning


11-15
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu
Richard Vernon
Courtesy visit and information discussions on information management training.



Cook Islands
Ema Tora-Vueti
To assist in improving fruit fly laboratory cultures.

15. SPC Plant Protection Services Events

M. Kora.

Month
Dates
Country
Trainer
Staff
Event

May
14-18
Palau
Mr Alan Allwood 
Ema Tora-Vueti
Fruit Fly Surveillance workshop for Northern PICTs.

June
6-8 and 11-13
Federated States of Micronesia (with participants from Nauru and Marshall Is.) 
Dr. Bob Ikin
Konrad Englberger or Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop


18-22
Cook Islands (with participants from Niue and Tokelau)
Dr. Bob Ikin
Jacqui Wright
Import Risk Analysis Workshop

--------------------------------------------

Richard (Dick) Vernon 

Plant Protection Service Information Systems; Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag SUVA, Fiji. Tel : (679) 370733 ext 228; email : richardv@spc.int
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